
Sheree Fitch reading from one of her books. (Wentworth
Learning Centre Photo)

By Carol Hyslop 
Approximately 60 people

came to the Wentworth Learn-
ing Centre to celebrate the re-
opening of the New
Millennium Library on Sunday,
April 30, 2017.  There they en-
joyed the special guest, ac-
claimed Canadian author
Sheree Fitch, reading from her
books. Sheree has written
books for all ages but is espe-
cially known for her children’s
books. She now lives in River
John and will soon be opening
her own book shop.

The attendees arranged in
age from babies to seniors, but
all delighted in joining Sheree
in “tongue-twisters” and
“Spoonerisms”. Following the
reading, a delicious lunch was
available and door prizes of
Sheree’s books and other li-
brary related items were given
out.

The New Millennium Li-
brary began its life in the early
1980s in a storeroom of Went-
worth Elementary Consoli-
dated School at the instigation
of volunteer members of the
Wentworth Community
School organization. From
there it served students, teach-
ers and community members
until the year 2000. 

At that time, school staff
and community members
were successful in acquiring a
“Millennium Grant” for the
purpose of moving the grow-
ing library to an unused class-
room with much more space.
Shelving and library supplies
were purchased and a C@Psite
was placed in the new site
which was named the “New

Millennium Library”. 
Both school and commu-

nity continued to be served by
volunteers in the new library
until 2011 when the C@Psite
and the part of the library col-
lection available to the public
were moved to Wentworth
Recreation Centre due to
changes in school board pol-
icy.

With the purchase of the
former Wentworth Elementary
Consolidated School building
by the Wentworth Learning
Centre Co-operative, a re-unit-
ing of the library collection
and C@Psite was made possi-
ble.  Once again, volunteers in
the community worked to set
up the New Millennium Li-
brary in the building, adding
more shelving and more
books for adults to the collec-
tion, and, once again, the li-
brary is accessible to the
public in this location.

The library has been pres-
ent in the community in one
form or another for over 30
years and is a legacy of the
Wentworth Community
School (Council), a group of
volunteers who worked tire-
lessly in and with Wentworth
Elementary Consolidated
School from 1980 on, provid-
ing activities and learning ses-
sions for all members of the
community.  

With the closure of the
school in 2015, WCSC was no
longer operative and the setup
and operation of the library is
now under the direction of
the Education Committee of
the Wentworth Learning Cen-
tre Co-operative.

New Millennium Library Re-Opens

Questions to
James Finnie

To ensure residents of  the
remote areas of  Colch-
ester North do not have to
travel to Truro what would
you do to ensure govern-
ment services /offices are
available close to their
home community? 
Due to Colchester North being
a large geographical area, I felt
the only fair approach when
planning my campaign, was to
have a mobile office in order to
reach out to all the communities.
I believe we could use this
model in order to extend and
develop this service beyond the
campaign, bringing a mobile
government service which
would be accessible to all.

If  you are elected what
will you do to assist com-
munity groups develop
initiatives to improve the
economy of  their commu-
nity, including more ac-
commodations, food
outlets and related serv-
ices, as the profile of  the
Bay of  Fundy becomes
more iconic as a destina-
tion for tourists?
The Bay of  Fundy is the best
tourist attraction in the whole of
Nova Scotia and this should be
protected and nurtured. There is
great potential in this area to
further tap into tourism as a
boost to the economy.  I feel so
passionate about this I have
taken a major volunteer role in
bringing a huge event to Colch-
ester in the form of  the Colch-
ester Highland Games &
Gathering.  It may also be possi-
ble that by the use of  incentives
and strategic planning, busi-
nesses and services could be at-
tracted into these communities.
. 
What will you do to raise
the standard of  living of
Colchester North resi-
dents so less of  them are
living on or below the
poverty line? 
The NDP plan to phase in the
$15 minimum wage to help raise
the income of  over 130,000
people in this province. Both

Gary Burrell & I find it unac-
ceptable to have hard working
Nova Scotian families relying on
food banks. 

What programs will you
help implement to stop
“out migration” resulting
in youth and young fami-
lies remaining in or being
attracted to live, work and
play in Colchester North? 
The NDP’s Plan for free tuition
at the Nova Scotia Community
College will be the first steps in
ensuring that our youth are not
burdened with an overwhelming
debt upon graduation, forcing
them to seek employment else-
where. We need to invest in our
youth who are the future of  our
local economies and our com-
munities. I understand this only
too well, having two daughters
who have gone to Scotland to
take advantage of  their free Uni-
versity Programme. 

Realtors are adamant they
have difficulty selling
rural properties if  high
speed internet is not avail-
able. At the same time, the
competitiveness of  busi-
nesses and education of
students is being ham-
pered. Realizing Bell
Aliant has FIRBRE OP in-
stalled along Highway # 2
to government offices,
highway garages and hos-
pitals, what will you do
ensure Bell Aliant is
forced to make FIBRE OP
available to smaller local
internet providers at an
economical price?
Let’s not fool ourselves - The
big companies have no eco-
nomic interest in providing this
service. In my opinion, the gov-
ernment needs to step in and
provide a definite solution to en-
sure that we support our stu-
dents and attract investment &
entrepreneurs into rural com-
munities by, if  needs be, supple-
menting a modern effective
digital network for rural Nova
Scotia. Having my own small
business, which is almost fully
reliant on online commerce,
means I know only too well the
seriousness of  this issue. 

What will you do to en-
sure the ecology and envi-

ronmental assets of  the
Bay of  Fundy is protected
and the livelihood of  local
entrepreneurs, fishers
and clammers is not im-
pacted negatively? 
We should endeavor to make
sure legislation is in place to
maintain the balance between
the natural systems and the
economy based on these sys-
tems is both protected and nur-
tured.   This of  course would
involve continuous & transpar-
ent communications with all
those who have a stake in these
issues.

With an aging population
how will you help com-
munity groups develop
programs to assist seniors
to remain in their home
for longer period of  time?
As the key factor in remaining in
your own home during your
senior years, is that your quality
of  life continues to be main-
tained at the best possible level,
I feel that we need to tackle our
health care system and repair
what is broken. I will listen, en-
courage and assist where I can
to implement any programs that
will ensure our seniors are cared
for in the best possible environ-
ment in which to live out the re-
mainder of  their lives.  

If  both parents are in
the workforce would
you help develop a
program so “children
care” or “after-school
care” could be offered
as an extension of
work already being
done in the community
at existing churches? 
It is my belief  that in an
economy where both parents
are working to provide a rea-
sonable family income then the
government should be actively
encouraging adequate childcare
facilities in those communities
by whatever means are neces-
sary.

Should branches of  Royal
Canadian Legion in Colch-
ester North be set up to
offer counseling and assis-
tance to veterans and oth-
ers suffering PTSD? If  so,
how would you help?
It would only make sense for the
Legion to work in Liaison with
mental health services to pro-
vide adequate support for our
veterans. Coming from a mili-
tary family I would feel it would
be my duty to support any en-
deavors to make this a reality.

In your own words, why
are you the most qualified
candidate to represent res-
idents of  Colchester
North?
Unlike my two rivals I under-
stand what life is like to live
both on the poverty line and as
Head of  an international com-
pany.  Having been brought up
in a small village in a rural com-
munity and seen the damage
that can be caused by out of
touch bad government. I know
that what Colchester North
needs is an MLA who will stand
up for the people of  Colchester
first and put his Party second.
Together we can make a differ-
ence.
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A&S Auction Centre 
& Bidders Emporium

2 Auctions Under 1 Roof
We are an online & live Auction House accepting

consignments of any size and almost of anything. We then sell
for you in an online or Live auction setting similar to Ebay.

We display & promote each & every item reaching potentially
hundreds of bidders locally & across North America. We work

hard to get top dollar for you!

Downsizing cleaning out wait don't throw it away! 
From a single item to a complete estate, turn your unwanted

items into cash!!

We travel for larger loads give us a call text or e-mail today for
fast friendly service check us out 

at biddersemporium.com & Facebook. 
You only need an e-mail to bid no credit card required.

184 Halifax Street Moncton
506-855-2676 – Cell 506-383-3786

Aylesspragg@gmail.com

Jump into summer! 
Lose 20 lbs in 6 weeks! 

FREE 
enrolment for the first 20 to sign up! 

Space is limited. 
Call Christie at 902-893-3500.

We supply Heathwise products and
also have a Facebook support group

in place for participants.

Truro Mall • 245 Robie St., Unit B2
www.medicineshoppe.ca

HOURS OF OPERATION: Mon.-Fri. 9:00am - 5:30pm, 
Saturdays 9:00am - 1:00pm

H E A L T H   W I S E
Big Taste.  Small Waist.

Christie, Program Coordinator

Fun For
The Whole

Family!

NOVA SCOTIA ELECTION
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