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Yummy Treat! Liam Boyd gets a bag of fresh popped pop-
corn from Matt Morse.

Bethany MacKinnon did an awesome job face painting
Bradly MacKinnon.

Two and half year old Lynlee Johnson gets a helping hand
from Cathy Thimot at the fish pond.

Cowboy hats and line dancing! April Sharpe held her birth-
day party at the Family Night Out and she and some friends

enjoyed dancing the night away.

Great Village Elementary
holds “Family Night Out”
on May 2nd, with dance

music, food and fun!
(Harrington Photos)

By Debbie Weatherby 
As you all know, Belmont

Mud Bog & Raceway is new
this year. We will try to update
everyone with information as
it becomes available. We are
open for suggestions, ques-
tions and comments...please
just contact Matt Priest, 902-
890-8431. 

Matt has constructed the
course on his land that is not
suitable for growing
Christmas Trees. He hopes to
have several events each year,
but for now has only
announced one scheduled
date. He has announced some
rules, but wants to keep it as
simple as possible, and is hop-
ing drivers and spectators will
conform to the rules to keep
it as a total family event. 

The following is what has
been decided so far: Saturday
June 7th (one day event). Gate
opens at 7:30am.
Registration: 7:30-8:30 – no
late entries. 

If you are only interested
in registering for the mud
bogs, you do not have to reg-
ister early. Registration for
mud bogs only will be accept-
ed up until noon. First Event
starts at 9:00am sharp. Matt
says, “Since this is our first
event, admission is $10 per
vehicle whether you are a
spectator or a participant”.

The order of events are:
Drags (Redneck Style 4,6,8
cylinder); Slalom Trucks (4,6,8
cylinder); Slalom Cars Mud
Bog #1 (4,6,8 cylinder) and
Mud Bog #2 (Larger trucks)

RULES: Driver and 1 pas-
senger allowed in vehicles. No
one under the age of 16 per-
mitted in pit or vehicles. Must
have helmet & seatbelt. Neck
brace required for all slalom

races. 
No glass bottles of any

kind. There will be a canteen
on site. There will be NO
camping as this is a one day
event! The event is being held
at 1310 Belmont Rd. When
you arrive in Belmont, head
towards Upper Belmont. The
exact location is on the right
about 1/2km from the
Belmont intersection (church,
ball field, etc). A large sign will
be posted by the entrance.
Follow the road down to the
bottom field.

For those who are familiar
to the Belmont area, the field
is down behind Gerry Muise’s
(formerly Paul Muise’s house).

For anyone coming from
out of town, take exit 13 in
Debert. If your coming from
Halifax way turn right at the
exit. Go past Tim Hortons on
Plains Road and take the next
road on the right. Inland Oil is
on your right just as you turn.
Follow this road until you see
Belmont Rd. on your left.
Belmont road will take you
right into the village of
Belmont. You will go over
train tracks, pass a ball field
and church. Keep driving
straight for approximately
1/2km. You will see the sign
for Belmont Mud Bog and
Raceway on the right. Signage
will be posted along the road-
ways to keep you going in the
proper direction. The field
consists of a slalom track, drag
strip and mud bog. 

Mud Bog Racing 
Comes to Belmont

Continued on page 27

Continued from page 12

Dorothy Barnhill celebrated their 60th anniversary on
November 18th. Shirley Frizell’s 25 lb, 39-1/4” catch and
Gilbert Lewis’ 26 pounder at 38” were each awarded prizes
by Dominion Chair Factory store in the “biggest bass” con-
test.
December 2000, (Vol. 4, No.12) – Always a hit, Village
Follies occupied the centrefold with Vel Kennedy and Linda
Harrington sharing photographer duties. Jessica Roberts,
grade 4 student at Great Village Elementary won a
Certificate of Achievement from US-based Talents
Unlimited winning a Christmas Card Contest. Christmas
craft sale at Debert Elementary included crafters Irene
Elliott and Gerene Chisholm. Under the direction of Sybil
Flemming, the Lighthouse Choir presented a Christmas
program at Peniel United Church. Onslow-Belmont Fire
Brigade members for 2001 we featured on a large photo-
graph on Page 16. 

2001
January 2001, (Vol. 5, No.1) – West Colchester Minor
Hockey Association in a touching ceremony on January 6th

remembered Josh Fletcher, a young hockey player who
died in a vehicle accident in April 2000. Jonathan Richard,
Londonderry is serving a six month tour in Eritrea. Onslow-
Belmont Fire Brigade celebrates 40th Anniversary. Debert
Branch #106 RCL unveils 2001 executive. Col Bob Baxter
presented UN Peacekeeping Medals at Great Village
Legion to Jim Chipman, Ronnie McBurnie and Richard
Ross.
February 2001, (Vol. 5, No.2) – Stacey Culgin’s front page
story details, The Pratt Family “Holocaust” of 1916. CPL
Shane Staples, has returned to Bosnia for his second six
month tour. Six fire brigades had difficulty extinguishing the
fire that destroyed the home of Lorne and Leticia Putman,
Masstown. 60 children from the Debert Community
Association enjoyed a coasting party on the Fulton Property
next to the rifle range on Plains Road. 
March, 2001 (Vol.5, No.3) - Ken Kennedy retires and
Donna Fulton Benoit takes over The Shoreline Journal.
Mainland Mi’kmaq hold 2 day conference on Mi’kmawey
Debert. First Shoreline Journal Volunteer of the Month is
Ivan Boyd.
April, 2001 (Vol. 5, No. 4) - West Colchester artists Joy
Laking, Heather Lawson and Krista Wells are featured in art
exhibit at Neptune Theatre Lobby. VIA rail train derailment
in Stewiacke. Esso garage in Lower Debert demolished,
Double C restaurant remains. Great Village Fire Brigade’s
75th Anniversary. 19th Annual Show & Shine to be held next
month. 
May, 2001 (Vol. 5, No. 5) - March plebiscite garners sup-
port for liquor outlet in Bass River/Great Village and
Wentworth. Colchester Park Development Society donates
flag pole to Debert Military Museum. Millen’s hire ten
Barbadians to help pick strawberries on their 25 acre field.
Barnhill’s Superette celebrates 80 years. Masstown United
Church celebrated 130th Anniversary.
June, 2001 (Vol. 5, No. 6) - 5th Annual  75km Yard Sale.
WCCS student Justin Walsh creates drawing of Minas King
for stage backdrop. Lester Settle publishes 20-page book-
let on Acadian history of North Shore of Cobequid Bay.
Descendants of Francis Layton celebrate 200 years in
Great Village. 
July, 2001 (Vol. 5, No. 7) - Six alarm fire at Maritime Auto
Salvage. Bass River Heritage Museum Grand Opening
held July 7th. Lily Oressa (Lavers) Cartwright celebrates
100th birthday.  83 year old Harris Carter publishes “Early
Carter Settlers to the Londonderry Township of Nova
Scotia.” Dominion Chair Store, Bass River approved for
liquor sales. Global Televison’s Cindy Day attends 1st

Annual Open House of Truro Flying Club. New Visitor Info
Centre opened at Masstown Market.
August, 2001 (Vol. 5, No. 8) - Premier John Hamm visits

20th Anniversary
Chronological Recap

Say No to Grass Fires!
By Peter Christensen

Say no to grass fires. I
laughed to myself when I saw
this sign at the Onslow -
Belmont Fire Brigade last
week. What a statement, so
true. Unfortunately as in the
war on drugs, the brain set on
humans still think,  no, still
believe burning grass in the
spring does help the grass
grow and puts much needed
nutrients into the soil. If you
Google it or ask someone in
the know, they should be able
to set you on the straight and
narrow. Only if you own a
blueberry field, is burning
good for your land.

Well just got back from the
hall. We had Monday evening
training. Tonight I took blood-
pressures and pulse readings
on my fellow fire brigade
members. The good news is
that almost all the members
let me take their vital stats.
The bad news is one member
had his blood pressure a little

high. I think it could have
been from the excitement of
the day at his home. He had
become a proud father once
more, and now has a daughter
to love and teach how to be a
fireman of the future.
Congrats to E.J and his family. 

I noticed the winds are still
blowing and the earth is get-
ting dry again, so just a
reminder of the precious
forests of our area, that are in
need of our help. Keep a
sharp eye out for smoke trails
in the skies and be careful
with fire pits or burning of
any kind. 

Summer has arrived and
with it hot days and dry tinder
in the forests. Did you know
fire can follow dry root sys-
tems from one tree to another
a long way away. As a result
fires do not always burn
above ground.

Well that is all for tonight.
Just got a medical call.

Bye 
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