New Childcare Center Comlng Soon to Masstown

A time to look at plans and discussion followed a visit to the build site for the new
Masstown Childcare Center. Left to right- Andrea Thompson, President Of Lower
Onslow Preschool Parent Board; Joann Michelin, Director of the Lower Onslow
Preschool; Claire Shepherd, Assistant Director of Lower Onslow Preschool; Laurie
Jennings, Masstown Market; Riley Jennings, Masstown Market; Sarah Silver, Program
Lead of Systems Growth Initiatives; Ron Smith, Manager of Business Development for
Masstown Market; Tom Taggart, MLA for Colchester North.

THE SHORELINE JOURNAL - JULY, 2026 - PAGE 3

Current and future students of the Lower Onslow Preschool look over the plans for
the new childcare center in Masstown. Left to right: Cian Longva, Ezra Wilcox, Violet
Roche, Waylon Cameron, Willow King, Whitley Thompson.
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2026 Graduates from the Lower Onslow Preschool pose

for a photo. Front (left to right)- Cian Longva, Ezra
Wilcox, Violet Roche, Waylon Cameron, Whitley
Thompson; Back (left to right) Joann Michelin, Claire
Shepherd, Andrea Thompson.

Continued from page 1

government’s promise of
more affordable childcare
spaces and look forward
to welcoming new fami-
lies to our center. I would
like to give a special ac-
knowledgement to the
Jennings family for giving
us this opportunity to

grow.”

Laurie Jennings noted
staff at Masstown Market
have had difficulty finding
childcare spaces in the
past.“The idea of having a
childcare center close by
really fits in with our vi-
sion of helping to meet
the needs of our rural

It was a rather wet visit to the future site of the

Masstown Childcare Center but this didn’t dampen the
excitement about what this announcement will mean
for young families in the local community. The Center
is expected to open this November.

community”

Masstown Market
began in 1969 as a place
to sell local vegetables but
has continued to expand
over the years and has
brought a fresh fish mar-
ket, butcher, creamery,
pharmacy and a health
clinic to the rural commu-
nity of Masstown.

Masstown  Market’s
Riley Jennings fondly re-
members attending pre-
school in the local church
as a child. “It will be nice
for our employees to have

childcare right next door
right from infant age and
up.” He is also pleased
with the design of the
new building saying, “We
put a great deal of thought
into making the exterior
look much like the former
one room schoolhouses
found throughout the
communities.”

The current Lower On-
slow Preschool will con-
tinue to operate at the
present facility offering 20
childcare spaces.

Heart of Health: Vivian MacLeod marks 50 years of service

Vivian MacLeod

(NOTE:With The Heart
of Health series, we’re
shining a light on the
many dedicated employ-
ees, physicians, learners
and volunteers who
make Nova Scotia Health
such a remarkable place
to work and receive care.
Today we’re featuring Vi-
vian MacLeod, a secre-
tary with Public Health
in New Glasgow.)

Vivian MacLeod has
worked in nearly every
corner of Nova Scotia’s
healthcare system: X-ray,
mental health, laboratory
services, medical records
and, currently, public
health.

Vivian has spent half a
century with the organiza-
tion and now, at 70, she’s
contemplating retirement,
a step she may take later
this year.

Her first job was in her
native Cape Breton work-

ing in the X-ray depart-
ment at the Sydney City
Hospital ~where she
started in August 1976.
These days, she is an ad-
ministrative assistant with
the health protection
team in Northern Zone,an
area encompassing the

Colchester-East ~ Hants,
Cumberland and Pictou
areas.

“I'm a bit of a dinosaur;,’
she says, jokingly, “but the
work has been so reward-
ing. I've loved every
minute of it.”

Vivian grew up dream-
ing of becoming a nurse.
Life took her in a different
direction, but she stayed
close to medicine. After
completing a medical sec-
retary program in Peter-
borough, Ontario, she
returned home and
quickly found work in di-
agnostic imaging. Over
two decades, she typed
everything from an-
giograms to nuclear medi-
cine reports.

Her career moved
when her family moved.
She first joined the Glace
Bay General Hospital lab
department. When the
family relocated in 2001
to Pictou County she
taught medical terminol-
ogy and transcription at

the local community col-
lege. A year later, she was
back in the hospital corri-
dors, working in X-ray and
EKG-supporting roles at
Aberdeen Hospital.

In 2005, she found her
professional home with
the team at public health.

Vivian has spent over
20 years supporting a
busy health protection
staff in vaccine manage-

continued on page 15
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We accept Cash,
Cheque, Visa and
MasterCard (Debit
available at Office)
or e-transfer to:
info@septictankpumping.ca |

- ’
Baird's
Septic Tank
Pumping Ltd.

*BAIRDS

www. SEPTIC TANK PUMPING .

info@septiciankpumping.ca

Perfect for So Many Events..
“Go-John’s” Portable Restrooms

Baird’s can supply you with portable restroom
facilities for all your event and construction needs.

Certified by the Nova Scotia Department of Environment

Call today & find out how to save
with our GROUP RATE DISCOUNT

902-895-8559

Wedding Receptions
Anniversaries
Reunions

Company Picnics
Community Events

| Construction Sites, Etc.
BOOK YOURS EARLY!

Congratulations to all

2026 Graduates

TURNERS' EXCAVATING

AND TRUCKING
41 Onslow Mt. Road, Belmont

All Gravels, Backhoe, Dozer, Roller,
Septic Plans And Installation,
New Land Development, Driveways, and Culverts.

Cells (902) 890 5409, (902) 890-7348,
(902) 897-7688

SOCK SALE

1 PAIR
10% OFF

2 PAIR COMFORT
15% OFF EVERYDAY

Diabetic
Socks

“g \MITH BENE

3 PAIR
20% OFF

REGULAR PRICE
516.49

" TIME MY MEDS

We can help make your prescription services more
convenient with our patient support services program.

Lots of
colours & sizes

Blister Packaging - 3 systems to choose from.

Time My Meds - We will coordinate your refills
to be picked up at the same time.

SAVE GAS PLUS FEWER
\_TRIPS TO THE PHARMACY /

TeMedicine

Shoppeé

PHARMACLCY

(902) 893-3500

Call and ask to transfer
your prescriptions 0 Us et pakes

macist Owner
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THE HUB 245 Robie Street

(Formerly Truro Mall)
www.medicineshoppe.ca

\_HOURS: M-F: 9am - 5pm | Sat: 9am - 1pm Y,
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