
By Darrell Cole
Elaine Falconer is confident

Dr. Dorothy Saffron is looking
down with pride at Springhill.

The community came to-
gether on Thursday, June 6,
2024, to honour its coal min-
ing heritage with the opening
of a park on the property for-
merly occupied by the lamp
cabin, the last place miners
went before going under-
ground during the coal indus-
try’s heyday in Springhill.

Funding for the park was
provided by the estate of Dr.
Saffron, who was born and
raised in Springhill and went
on to a successful career in
psychiatry in New York City. 

Large scale mining came to
an end in the community fol-
lowing the 1956 mine explo-
sion and the 1958 bump that
garnered international head-
lines for the community. The
lamp cabin building was de-
molished in 2020 after falling
into disrepair.

“Dorothy Saffron was a
unique individual who be-
came one of Springhill’s ex-
traordinary women. Her
bequest and the vision of our
municipal council set in mo-

tion the creation of this beau-
tiful green space on the site of
the former lamp cabin,” Fal-
coner said during the official
opening of the park. 

Falconer said it was a privi-
lege for Springhill Communi-
ties in Bloom to part of the
project in the inclusion of a
brick planter at the centre of
the park, the Wellspring of
Hope. 

The women of Springhill,
she said, were the real heroes
following the mining disasters
as it was them who were left
to hold their families together
and face life with little or no
income. The well and the park
pay tribute to those women.
These women were supported
by the community, neighbour-
ing housewives, teachers and
shop clerks, who became a sis-
terhood of sorrow solidarity.

“The Wellspring of Hope is
a simple, yet beautiful struc-
ture, that encourages you to
view the lives of these women
of Springhill through a differ-
ent lens – a perspective which
takes these women beyond
the walls of their homes and
placing them firmly on a
heroic path to new horizons,”

she said. “The wellspring sug-
gests not mere endurance but
new accomplishments – ever
evolving actions and dreams.”

The Lamp Cabin Memorial
Park includes interpretive sig-
nage detailing the history of
the site and mining in
Springhill, a sign in tribute to
the women of Springhill, a
brick planter, a walking trail,
benches and accessible picnic
tables.

Municipality of Cumber-
land Mayor Murray Scott said
the lamp cabin building meant
a lot to the history of
Springhill, the miners and their
families. Unfortunately, it could
not be saved from demolition,
but thanks to contribution
from the Saffron estate a new
park will continue that legacy.

“The building is no longer
here, but the ground and the
history are still here. Now to
have the interpretive panels to
tell that story is so important.
It’s a big part of our commu-
nity,” the mayor said.

The mayor said it’s a day of
mixed emotion considering
the prosperity and tragedies
that came with the mining in-
dustry. Saying that, the former

mines are a key part of
Springhill’s future with their
potential for geothermal en-
ergy.

“The mines are our history,
but they’re also our future,”
Mayor Scott said. 

The mayor said the park
pays tribute to the women of
Springhill, who stood vigil by
the pitheads waiting for news
on their husbands following
the two mine disasters that
ended coal mining. They’re an
example of perseverance and
their story will be carried into
the future through the brick
planter as well as the panels.

“The women here faced a
lot of challenges their brothers,
boyfriends, husbands and fa-
thers went underground. As
they waited for word of their
loved ones they faced enor-
mous challenges. And even
after the mines closed there
were no programs. They had to
pick up looking after their chil-
dren without any income,” the
mayor said. “The wellspring of
hope is dedicated to them. It’s
very beautiful and respectful of
the community and those who
have gone before us.”
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Cumberland Opens Lamp Cabin Memorial Park 

Municipality of Cumberland Mayor Murray Scott (second left)
cuts the ribbon to the new Lamp Cabin Memorial Park while

(from left) Councillors Angel McCormick, Mark Joseph and Kathy
Redmond look on. 

(Darrell Cole – Municipality of Cumberland photo)

Funded by the estate of the late Dr. Dorothy Saffron, the Lamp
Cabin Memorial Park includes interpretive signage detailing the
history of the site and mining in Springhill, a sign in tribute to

the women of Springhill, a brick planter, a walking trail, benches
and accessible picnic tables. 

(Darrell Cole – Municipality of Cumberland photo)

An aerial view of the new healthcare centre. (Communications Nova Scotia)

Residents of Pugwash and
the surrounding area will have
better access to healthcare
with the opening of the new
North Cumberland Health
Care Centre on Monday, June
10. he total investment in
building the new healthcare
centre, which took three years,
is $25.5 million

Nova Scotia Health will op-
erate the new healthcare cen-
tre, which is in its northern
zone. The total investment in
building the new healthcare
centre, which took three years,
is $25.5 million. The new facil-
ity will replace the North

Cumberland Memorial Hospi-
tal, and the North Cumberland
Primary Health Care Clinic
will relocate to the new facil-
ity when it opens. The North
Cumberland Memorial Hospi-
tal opened in 1966

This is an exciting day for
the people of Cumberland
County. This new state-of-the-
art healthcare facility will de-
liver improved, more efficient
and co-ordinated care and bet-
ter meet the needs of this re-
gion for years to come. The
new centre is a testament to
the dedication of local medical
leaders and community mem-

bers,” said Premier Tim Hous-
ton.

The new, modern facility
will offer all the services cur-
rently provided at the North
Cumberland Memorial Hospi-
tal and the North Cumberland
Primary Healthcare Clinic.
That includes primary care by
doctors and nurse practition-
ers, urgent and outpatient care
such as X-rays, diagnostics, re-
habilitation and mental health
services, and inpatient care for
patients under observation,
staying for short periods and
receiving palliative care.

Healthcare Centre Opens in Pugwash

Cumberland County Dis-
trict RCMP has charged two
New Brunswick men after re-
ceiving several complaints re-
garding the sale of cannabis
from a parked utility trailer
near Hwy. 2 in Fenwick.

On June 3, the Cumberland
Integrated Street Crime En-
forcement Unit and Cumber-
land District RCMP executed a
search warrant at the trailer
and safely arrested two men.

During the search, officers
seized the trailer, a Dodge Ram
Power Wagon, more than 4 kgs
of illegal cannabis and edibles,
a quantity of hashish and shat-
ter, and a quantity of cash.

The men, both from Fred-
ericton, are facing charges
under the Cannabis Act, in-
cluding Possession of
Cannabis for the Purpose of
Distributing and Possession of
Cannabis for the Purpose of
Selling. They were released on

conditions and are scheduled
to appear in Amherst Provin-
cial Court on August 26.

The Nova Scotia RCMP re-
minds residents that the only
legal way to purchase
cannabis in the province is at
licensed locations. 

Nova Scotians are encour-
aged to contact their nearest
RCMP detachment or local po-
lice to report crime, including
the illegal sale of drugs, in their
communities. Anonymous tips
can be made by calling Nova
Scotia Crime Stoppers, toll-
free, at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477),
submitting a secure web tip at
www.crimestoppers.ns.ca, or
using the P3 Tips app.

Note: The Cumberland
Street Crime Enforcement
Unit includes members of the
Cumberland County District
RCMP and the Amherst Police
Department.

Two Men Charged Under
Cannabis Act
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