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OBITUARIES

WELLS, Clara Jeannette (Durning) - The family of the late Clara Jeannette
(Durning) Wells announce her passing on Friday, May 19, 2023 at
Cumberland Regional Health Care Centre, Amherst with family at her side.
Born in Economy on February 24, 1933 to Howard and Alice (MacBurnie)
Durning. She was predeceased by her parents; a son, Bruce; stepson,
Paul; and grandson, Brian Jr. ‘BJ’. She is survived by brothers, Sonny and
Ted (Judy); a sister, Marilyn (Dennis), all of Economy; sons, Wayne
(Tammy), Hayward, Ca.; Brian (Carol), Dorchester, NB; daughters, Kandi
(Harlyn), Kolbec; Penny, Carrs Brook; a stepson, Rick (Joan), Truro; 9
grandchildren and stepgrandchildren, Troy, Ty, Holly, Starr, Rob, Tanya,
Alisha, Andrew, Scott; 9 great grandchildren and great stepgrandchildren,
Dakota, Juliana, Jess, Joshua, Noah, William, Alison, Rory and Riley. She
is also survived by many nieces, nephews, great nieces and great
nephews. In her younger years living in Toronto, she became involved with
cable TV and worked on a show called ‘Downtown Community TV’. She
eventually hosted her own show called ‘The Scene with Jeanne’. She was
an avid dancer and enjoyed going to the Horseshoe Tavern to see the
many country singers there. In 1974, she returned to Economy to live on
her beloved Wild Marsh. She worked as a flag person and bookkeeper
until her retirement. She then became involved with the Economy Bazaar
where she was known as the ‘t-shirt lady’ with her many comical t-shirts.
She was always knitting, crocheting, quilting, cooking, helping others, and
telling her crazy jokes. She enjoyed bingo and played crib in all the local
tournaments until her health prevented it. She joined the Wentworth Fall
Craft Sale and was there for almost 25 years where she sold homemade
mincemeat pies, earning her the title ‘The Pie Lady’. A special thank you to
West Colchester Medical Centre’s staff, Victorian Order of Nurses (VON)
home care, the palliative home care team, the respite caregivers - Elaine,
Angela and Leanne for their love of mom and of course the nurses and
doctor at Cumberland Regional Health Care Centre who were so kind.
Whether you knew her as Jeannette, Jeanne, Jean or CJ, she will always
be remembered with a smile. Long live the memory of the Queen of the
Wild Marsh! In keeping with her wishes, there will be no funeral service.
Family graveside at a later date. Memorial donations may be made to a
charity of your choice.

HAMILTON, Annabelle E. – Age 85, of Diligent River passed away
peacefully on Friday, May 19, 2023 at the Cumberland Regional Health
Care Centre, Amherst with family by her side. Born in Fox River, she was a
daughter of the late Herbert and Laura (Dowe) Lake. She is survived by
daughters, Jackie Webb (Vincent) Lower Five Islands; Robin Hamilton
(Stanley Lake), Diligent River; a son, Jay (Rhonda), Oxford; daughter in
law, Kim, Lower Five Islands; sisters, Madeline Varner, Valerie Smith
(Frank), all of Diligent River; Dorothy Ross, Fraserville; Betty Ann DeWitt
(Allen), Parrsboro; brothers, Philip (Ruby), Springhill; Alan, New Canaan;
grandchildren, Michael, Jillian, Jayme, Christa; two great grandchildren,
Emma and Lucas; numerous nieces and nephews. As well, she will be
dearly missed by her faithful canine companion, Buddy. She was
predeceased by her husband, Richard in 1977; a son, Michael; a
granddaughter, Jennifer Rose; brothers, Walter and Anthony. Funeral
service was held May 29, 2023 at the Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Fox
River, Rev. Dr. Brian Spence officiating. Burial followed in the church
cemetery. Memorial donations to Holy Trinity Anglican Church or to a
charity of choice.

STEWART, William Carlyle - Age 85, Bible Hill, passed away peacefully
with family present in the Colchester East Hants Health Centre, Truro on
May 25, 2023. He was born to the late Bill and Violet (Clark) Stewart. Bill
grew up in Middle Stewiacke, later moving to Brookfield, and eventually,
Bible Hill. After school, he served in the Royal Canadian Air Force, posted
north of 60 with close friend, Hugh Matheson, in the late 1950’s. Most of
his working life was spent in Truro as a letter carrier for Canada Post. He
was a diehard supporter - like his mother – of Brookfield Elks hockey and
fastpitch softball teams. He also enjoyed watching the Blue Jays and
Maple Leafs play. In his later years, he learned to play the guitar and
would often perform with his friends at open mics. Bill is survived by his
wife, Sharon (MacPhee); children, Brenda (Mike) Henderson, Terry
(Maureen Foster), Glen (Susan Hamilton), Patty (Rob Smith), and Greg
Stewart;  step-daughters, Lorraine (Brenton) Crowe, Connie (Dale) Martin;
brothers, Don Rutherford, and Jerry (Marilyn) Stewart; grandchildren,
Dane, Kyle, Caila, Matthew, Krysten, Drew, Kristy, Justin, Danielle, Grace,
Elek; several great-grandchildren and many nieces and nephews. In
addition to his parents, Bill was predeceased by half-brothers, Fred and
Lewis Rutherford; his first wife, Shirley (Ross) Comeau; daughter-in-law,
Krista (Veenhuis) Stewart. Sharon and family wish to express their
gratitude to the health care team at CEHHC and the VON, and for the
friends who visited and sent well wishes during his illness. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to the VON, Colchester East Hants
Hospice Society or Alcoholics Anonymous. Cremation has taken place. A
private family graveside burial to be held at a later date. We will be having
a Celebration of Life on Monday, June 12th from 12:30pm – 2:30pm in the
Bible Hill Fire Hall for all to come and remember Bill. Online condolences
may be made at www.ColchesterCommunity.com

MARSDEN, Michael G. – It is with heavy hearts, that
the family announces the unexpected, though peaceful
passing of Michael, age 67, on Thursday, May 25,
2023 at home. Born in Montreal in 1956, Michael was
the eldest son of June (Aylward) Marsden, and the late
Gerald Marsden. He is survived by his daughter, Amy
Firminger (Paul), Upper Cape, NB; mother, June
Marsden, Dartmouth, NS; sisters, Colleen Marsden
(Jamie Wood), Dartmouth, NS; Rebecca Gallant
(Marc), Lower Coverdale, NB; brother, Jeffrey Marsden
(Andrea), Sequim, WA; sister-in-law, Colleen
MacDonald, Halifax, NS; two grandchildren, Jessica
and Adam; several nieces and nephews. In addition to
his family, Michael will be greatly missed by countless
others, including many lifelong friends, especially
those from Five Islands and Shubie. He was
predeceased by his wife, Carol; daughter, Michelle in
infancy; and father, Gerald. Michael was not just one of
a kind, he was exceptional. Michael was a great cook,
a master gardener, and he could jerry-rig nearly
anything, especially his “War Pig”. Michael didn’t
leave (or stay) home without his signature camouflage
hat, plaid shirt, or work boots. He was kind and
generous, a lifesaver and a devoted caregiver. In
keeping with Mike’s wishes, a celebration of his life
was held June 4, 2023 at 3:00 pm at the Five Islands
Firehall.  Burial will take place in the Peniel United
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations in Michael’s
memory may be made to the Heart & Stroke
Foundation or Feed Nova Scotia.

LeBLANC, Adrien J.J. – Age 95, of Five Islands
passed away peacefully on Sunday, May 28, 2023
while a resident of Bayview Memorial Health Centre,
Advocate Harbour. Born in Cape Pele, he was a son of
the late Jude and Delma (Richard) Leblanc, and step-
father, the late Albenie LeBlanc. Adrien came to Five
Islands in his early teens to clam, not knowing a word
of English. He met his future wife here, swooped her
off to Ontario and they married in 1953, soon returning
to Five Islands to start their family. He worked hard at
many jobs to provide for his family of five children,
and his wife; jobs such as clamming, logging,
trapping, and even picking spruce gum to sell.
Eventually after years of hard work, Adrien owned his
own lobster fishing business, retiring from that at the
young age of 86. Upon his retirement, he bought
himself a mustang convertible, which was something
he had always wanted. You would often see him
cruising through Five Islands with the roof down and
Lily, his dog, sitting in the seat right beside him. In
1966, Adrien along with his wife, Millie, opened up the
small seafood takeout, Adrien’s Lunch, known far and
wide for its famous fried clams, operating it for 20
years. Adrien was an avid hunter, and acted as a local
guide for many years in the area. He was a regular
attendee at St. Brigid’s Catholic Church in Parrsboro,
which was very important to him. He and Millie
enjoyed travelling, visiting many places; they also
wintered in Florida for many years. He remained in his
home until late in his life, only spending the last
couple of years in a nursing home. Adrien is survived
by daughters, Laureen Hutt (Larry), Lower Five
Islands; Yvette Yorke (Doug), Five Islands; Yvonne
Creelman (Craig), Little Bass River; his only son, Andy
LeBlanc (Kelly), Five Islands; a brother, Donald
(Janine), Moncton, NB; 11 grandchildren;11 great-
grandchildren; numerous nieces and nephews. He was
predeceased by his wife of 64 years, Mildred
(Phinney) in 2017; a daughter, Lucille Paul in 2012; a
son in infancy in 1957; sisters, Mariam, Janine,
Louise; brothers, Adrice and William. In keeping with
Adrien’s wishes, cremation has taken place. A
celebration of his life was held June 6, 2023 at the
Open Arms Church (1437 Smith Hollow Road),
Parrsboro, Pastor Doug Lake officiating. Reception
followed at the church. A private family committal will
take place at a later date in the Lower Five Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, memorials donations to a charity of
choice. The family would like to extend their most
sincere appreciation to the care providers of the
nursing homes Adrien has resided, who have taken
such great care of ‘Puppa’.

RYAN (nee Willis), Sheila Mae, May 13, 1936 - May 29, 2023. It is with great
sadness the Ryan Family announces the passing of Sheila Mae Ryan, age 87,
who slipped into death peacefully in her home on May 29, 2023. Born in
Truro, she was a daughter of the late Isaac William Willis Sr. and Theresa
Jane (Clyke) Willis. Sheila was a cherished matriarch of the Ryan family and
took on the caring role of sister, wife, mother, grandmother, great
grandmother and dear friend with an open heart and the warmth of her love.
She touched the lives of all those who had the privilege of knowing her and
will be deeply missed.  Born on May 13, 1936, a true twin soul to her
beloved husband, Arthur Ryan Sr., who predeceased Sheila on October 1,
2002, in Truro, and whom she has now rejoined, Sheila brought an immense
amount of joy into this world. She embodied strength, kindness, grace,
dignity, and perseverance to those whose lives she touched. Her gentle spirit,
kind heart, and unwavering compassion for those she cherished left an
indelible impression on friends and acquaintances who were fortunate
enough to share her presence. Her sharp wit and gift for bringing laughter
into conversations with most everyone she met will be missed. Every person
who knew her well, knew that she was an incredible baker, had a keen eye for
detail with tasks demanding craftsmanship, and never hesitated to express
the joy her heart held for her children and husband. She truly adored her
family, and her sons adored her. Sheila is survived by her three sons, Arthur,
Anthony, and Christopher; her grandchildren, Justin, Kayla, and Ali, and her
great-grandchildren, Jayla and Lilliana, as well as her brother, Isaac Jr. (Ikie),
and sisters, Phyllis (Mrs. Lorne Marsman) and Donna Willis, all of Truro.
Sheila was predeceased by her sisters, Jeannette and Beverly, and a brother,
Wayne. In lieu of flowers, the family requested donations to a local Animal
Shelter of your choosing, in honour of Sheila and her cherished dog, Benji.
This gesture best expresses her empathy and commitment to making the
world a better place through care and compassion. As we bid farewell to
Sheila, our beloved sister, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, and
always genuine friend, let us hold onto the lessons she taught us in her time
with us. Though she may no longer be with us physically, her bright spirit
will forever live on in our hearts, inspiring us and comforting us as only she
can. Rest in eternal peace, Sheila, Mom, and Nana. You are and will always
be lovingly remembered and cherished.  A Celebration of Sheila’s Life was
held on Tuesday, June 6th in Colchester Community Funeral Home, 512
Willow Street. Truro, NS. Online condolences may be sent to the family by
visiting www.ColchesterCommunity.com.

CURRY, Joseph Gilbert Virgil - Age 88, passed away peacefully on June 5,
2023. He was born in Hectanooga, NS to the late James and Annie Curry.
Known as Gil to some and Verg to others, he was an army veteran and a
gregarious and fun-loving soul, who in his younger years loved to sing and
play his guitar. Even as Alzheimer’s took away his ability to communicate, he
was still known to sing an old country classic in his later years. He is
survived by son, Jamie (Tina Coolen); daughters, Valerie (Blair) Gordon,
Allison Fisher (Tom Banks) and Amy (Matt) Redmond. He is also survived by
six grandchildren and several nieces and nephews as well as brother, David
(Connie). Besides his parents, he was predeceased by brothers, Clyde and
Victor and sister, Shirley Deveau. The family would like to express their
gratitude for the support and care shown by the nurses and staff at
Cedarstone Enhanced Care in Truro. Cremation has taken place. No visitation
or service by request. Arrangements entrusted to Colchester Community
Funeral Home, 512 Willow St., Truro, NS. Online condolences may be sent to
the family by visiting www.ColchesterCommunity.com
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