Retson Drive Drainage to be Tendered

By Maurice Rees

During it recent meeting
the Flood advisory committee
the following updates were
made to the project list:

Portapique Cemetery:
Committee has agreed to on-
going monitoring of this site
until the cemetery group se-
cures funding to have the
work done. No significant
change since the project has
been on the list. Options in-
clude: Could send a letter and
remove from list and they can
reapply once funds are se-
cured; lower the cost estimate;
leave on the list. Consensus is
pProject to remain on list and

project status to change from
pending to ‘monitoring’

Ed Franklin: Rod working
on NSE application; previously
met with NSE and no foresee-
able issues with obtaining ap-
proval. New cost estimate -
$65,000/. To be completed
under low flow conditions be-
fore end of September.

Retson Drive Drainage: At
the last meeting, the Commit-
tee decided that they would
not proceed with a stormwa-
ter study of the Retson Drive
area and instead look at replac-
ing the tee-connection piping
at the intersection of Retson
and Meadowland and increase

the size of the ditch inlet.The
project is estimated to cost
$25,000. A tender can be is-
sued, and work completed be-
fore Fall.

Moved by: Mayor Blair, sec-
onded by: Councillor Patton,
“That a cost estimate of
$25,000 be approved for the
Retson Drive Drainage Project
and that staff be authorized to
issue a tender for the
work."Motion carried.

A draft letter to area resi-
dents was included in the
package. One minor change
was suggested to not only in-
clude copying the Area Coun-
cillor but also this Committee.

The letter will be sent out
once the tender has been
awarded.

New Business: Standard
practice this time of year is to
have the Committee’s ap-
proval to issue a Request for
Quotes for Heavy Equipment
and Rock for the current year’s
projects. Moved by: Councillor
Patton, Seconded by: Hank Kol-
stee:“That the standard tender-
ing process be used to obtain
quotes for Heavy Equipment
and Rock for the 2022/23
flood projects” Motion car-
ried.

The next meeting will be
held in Council Chambers on
Tuesday, August 9, 2022 at
9am.

Solar & Cozy Colchester Paused

Continued from page 1
Cozy Colchester PACE
programs.These changes
are within the scope of
the Solar Colchester
PACE By-Law and Policy
and therefore do not re-
quire amendments.

SUMMARY / BACKGROUND
* Solar Colchester re-
launched and Cozy

Colchester launched for

the first time on October

1,2021, after the Munici-

pality was awarded fund-

ing by the Federation of

Canadian Municipalities’

Community Efficiency Fi-
nancing program to expand
its PACE programs. The pro-
grams have been highly suc-
cessful in the last 8 months
and uptake has exceeded ex-
pectations, to the point that
staff have been required to re-
evaluate the programs and
timelines.

Council last received a
program update from staff
and PACE Atlantic, the pro-
grams’ third-party administra-
tor, in December 2021
regarding the launch of the
programs, the success of the
programs in the first two
months, and projections for
program growth.

Staff initially projected
about 350 projects over 3-4
years and had predicted that
an extensive marketing cam-
paign would be needed to re-
cruit participants to the
programs; however, interest
from homeowners has been
considerably higher than an-
ticipated, even with very min-
imal marketing.

A number of factors con-
tribute to this, including:

Guardian

Bayside Pharmacy
6044 Highway *2
Bass River

- Significant increases in oil
prices and motivation for
homeowners to reduce
energy costs;

- Strong advertising cam-
paigns from local solar
contractors featuring 0%
financing;

- Keen interest in taking ad-
vantage of 0% financing,
particularly within the
context of an unstable
economy and rising Prime
lending rates; and

- The 0% financing program
announced by the federal
government did not
launch in 2021 as ex-
pected, which would have
directed some homeown-
ers away from municipal
programs.

To date, over 500 home-
owners have enrolled in the
Solar and Cozy programs, 110
agreements have been signed
with homeowners, and 54
projects have been com-
pleted. The Municipality of
Colchester has been ap-
proved for a loan in the
amount of $5,565,400 and a
grant of $2,782,700 from the
Federation of Canadian Mu-
nicipalities; however, due to
delays at FCM and the NS Mu-
nicipal Finance Corporation,
the Municipality has not yet
received its first loan dis-
bursement. Only $500,000 in
grant funding has been re-
ceived to date.

ANALYSIS
Staff made the decision in
early June to pause both pro-
grams until further notice, in
order to:
- Slow down payments to con-
tractors until more FCM
funding has been received;

- Give staff time to determine
how to maximize the ben-
efit to low-income and eq-
uity-seeking homeowners
with the remaining fund-
ing;

- Ensure that program objec-
tives are achieved; and

- Give staff time to develop a
plan for sustaining Solar

Colchester and Cozy
Colchester beyond the
FCM funding.

The following data shows
the funds already committed
and the number of projects
at each stage of the program
(not including homeowners
without quotes submitted),
as of June 10.

Total approved by Munic-
ipality $2,228,012.52 for 110
projects; Total with signed
agreements $867,851.42 for
35 projects; Total with
quotes submitted
$1,398,341.48 totaling 78
projects.

Total committed (in-
cludes paid) $4,494,205.42
covering 223 projects. % of
FCM funding 81%;

% of total capital budget
60% and about $1,215,000
has been paid to contractors
to date for completed proj-
ects.

Since the Municipality has
not yet received capital fund-
ing from FCM, these invoices
have been paid from the
FCM grant received in May
and the general operating
bank account. The first FCM
loan disbursement
($1,391,350) is scheduled on
August 1, with the second ac-
tively being lined up for the
Fall.

Homeowners that are far-
ther along in the process will

Warfarin INR tests
done IN-STORE.

Call for details!

We administer the Shingles Vaccine.
Prevention is the best medicine!!

We offer FREE local delivery - just
let us know if you can’t make it in
and we will bring your prescription

to your door!

Tel: 902-647-2552

Our pharmacists perform minor

still receive 0% financing.
Staff have set a cut-off date
of June 10 - all homeowners
that submitted quotes to the
program for their projects
prior to that date will be eli-
gible for 0% financing.

In total, 223 homeowners
will receive 0% financing for
their projects, including the
projects that have already
been completed.

New applicants and exist-
ing participants without
quotes submitted will be re-
quired to wait until the pro-
grams restart, likely in late
2022 or early 2023, once two
loan disbursements have
been received from FCM.
Homeowners who do not
want to wait or who have
time-sensitive projects will
be encouraged to explore
other financing options.The
program will continue to
offer free Home Energy As-
sessments to homeowners as
well as advice about their ef-
ficiency projects.

While the success and
rapid uptake of the programs
are good, staff acknowledge
that the decision to pause
the programs may negatively
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Authority to Award, Debert
STP2 Elimination Tender

By Maurice Rees

Council approved to grant
August Council Committee
the authority to award the ten-
der for the elimination of an
old sewage treatment plant
(STP2) in Debert.

When the County took
over Debert lands in 2008, it
also inherited 3 sewage treat-
ment plants. One was elimi-
nated in 2010, and two others
remain.The treatment plant lo-
cated near the Debert airport
has reached the end of its use-
ful life.

There are only a small num-
ber of connections to the old
plant including the Debert Avi-
ation Centre, the Airport, the
former Kent Homes facility

and a 4-unit apartment build-
ing on Masstown Road. The
plant will be decommissioned
and the connected properties
will be serviced with individ-
ual pumping stations which
will direct sewage to the main
plant near Highway 104.

The work was originally
scheduled to take place in
2021 however, archaeological
clearance

requirements caused de-
lays.The lands associated with
the project have now been
cleared

archaeologically. Drawings
for the replacement project
are being generated in house
and a tender will be advertised
in July.

impact participating contrac-
tors and homeowners.
Program changes and esti-
mated timelines were com-
municated to all existing
participants and contractors
on June 15, and staff have
been fielding questions and
concerns since that date.
While many participants

are disappointed, staff are
hopeful that most under-
stand that the programs have
helped dozens of homeown-
ers to date and that this
pause is a necessary result of
overwhelming interest from
the community.

AND TRUCKING

TURNERS' EXCAVATING %

41 Onslow Mt. Road, Belmont

All Gravels, Backhoe, Dozer, Roller,
Septic Plans And Installation,
New Land Development, Driveways, and Culverts.

Cells (902) 890 5409, (902) 890-7348,
(902) 897-7688

Tom Taggart MLA Constituency Office

Location - 10653 HWY 2 Masstown, BOM 1G0
The building beside Masstown Petrocan
Contact Info - 902-641-2335

ailment prescribing! Email - tom.taggartmla@gmail.com

Hours - 8:30am - 3:30pm
Use the lower level entrance - Look for the Entrance Sign in
Parking Lot

Hours of Operation:
Monday 9:30-7
Tuesday 9:30-5

Wednesday 9:30-5
Thursday 9:30-5
Friday 9:30-5

Thank you to all of our loyal
customers!

Sincerely,
Todd MacKinnon, Pharmacist Owner
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