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Toe the party line...

It's three days after the May 301 election. All election
signs have not been removed; recounts in constituencies
requiring them have not been held and there is already
talk about major changes and probably at least one by-
election. Jamie Baillie, who lead the PC’s to almost dou-
bling the seat count has flown a test balloon, he'd lead
the 17 PC MLA's through the upcoming session of the
legislature.

However, he's also going to review his plans for the
next four years. Essentially, he's saying that by late sum-
mer, or early fall he’ll be resigning as party leader. Sev-
eral party members expect since he lives in Halifax, he'll
resign as Cumberland South MLA.

The next 30 months or so will be interesting to see
who is sending signals they will not re-offer, or might re-
sign part way through their mandate. With greater em-
phasis on social media, the microscopes get larger and
more intense, there are a number who are at the age and
have served enough time they could move on to the pri-
vate sector and not have long to wait for their MLA pen-
sion to kick in once they reach the age of 55.

Who's in or who's out is not of greatest importance.
What is important, and no one has an answer, why the
ratio of people voting continues to drop. This election at
53%, we had the lowest voter participation in history. I'm
have been eligible to vote for 50 years. | can remember
when voter turn-out was in the mid-70’s.

What's in the budget; what program is going to be
enlarged, or what might be eliminated is important for
today, but the most critical situation is how can we in-
crease voter engagement? The way we are headed, there
will be less than 40% will vote within two decades. Not
everything is perfect in a democracy, but there are mil-
lions of people around the world who are craving for or
dying for what we are squandering away.

Experts have been unable to reverse the trend of
dropping voter turn-out. | don’t have the answers either,
but I'll give you a bit of my perception:

Political parties are so similar, it's hard to find a dif-
ference. Most promises are never fulfilled to voter expec-
tation. Party platforms are not different enough to engage
voters, who are feeling disenfranchised.

Politicians would be much more believable if they
told us what they are going to cut to enable them to de-
liver their most recent promise.

Most MLA's head to Halifax and “toe” the party ling;
Very rarely, if at all, do members vote their conscience, or
the wishes of their constituents;

Minority governments seem to work better. Parties
have to work together, because no one wants to be guilty
of causing another election.

Ina majority government all party leaders work hard
to keep members in line voting party policy;

HENCE, voters feel their opinions and voices are not
heard, because party whips control how everyone votes
not what voters want or need.

In Nova Scotia, we could get the voter participation
up, if McNeil, Baillie and Burrill would implement
changes to party policy. A good start would be to direct
all MLA' to have a set number of town halls in the rid-
ings. It may drive up participation and create greater re-
sponse to issues.

In tandem with town hall meetings an increase in the
number of free votes in the legislature might help spur
voter interest relating to issues affecting different areas.
These two changes could be implemented without any
additional cost and would demonstrate MLA's are con-
sulting with constituents.

It would be helpful to increase the emphasis of
teaching civics at all grade levels and given as a credit.
School Boards should be mandated to request MLAS
make two or three presentations at a school assembly
each school year to engage students which will indirectly
engage parents.

My final suggestion is to have a good look at areas,
where turn out is at it's lowest to see if there are particular
reasons: Perhaps it's poll location, accessibility, econom-
ics, or local hot button issues where voters are feeling
shunned.

Your thoughts? Please write to give me your
thoughts.

Maurice

This is an open forum for your opinions and comments.
MAIL TO: The Shoreline Journal, PO. Box 41, Bass River, NS, BOM 1B0O
(902) 647-2968; Fax: 902-647-2194 Email: maurice@tbeshorelinejournal.com
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Dear Editor:

I enjoy receiving my copy
of the Shoreline Journal, with
fun reversal of front and back.
I sometimes read the Cumber-
land South news first, some-
times save it till last, and
always just love turning the
paper upside down to con-
tinue reading. The joyful cov-
erage you gave this month for
both the geological park and
the arts collective June project
is hopeful and exciting. I also
want to congratulate you on
the full coverage you gave to
the Cape Sharp Tidal situation.

I do,however, wish to point
out that the arts in Parrsboro,
and along the Shore generally,
extend beyond the Art Bar.
Very exciting one-of-a-kind
events are held all summer
long just across the road at the
old Post Office, Main & Sta-
tion, whose art director fea-
tured in two of the photos in
your recent issue, supporting
the Art Bar.

I'd love to see extensive

coverage of the Main & Station
events in the Shoreline Jour-
nal, because they are also
world class and a very signifi-
cant contribution to tourism
in Parrsboro.The town hosts a
spectrum of arts, from folk to
newest waves. Though public
funding tends to favour the
mid-range, I hope the newspa-
pers can give space to all of
it. You are the vehicle to get
news of exciting ventures
across national borders.
Thanks for your paper. Al-
ways a pleasure to read
through.
Sandra Stephenson
(113 1. St. Francois)
Rigaud, Quebec

Dear Editor,

Most of us don’t realize
how valuable our car keys are
until we lose them. With re-
mote starters and built-in un-
lock systems, keys are not as
simple or cheap as they used
to be, with many owners pay-
ing hundreds of dollars in re-

placement fees.

But for more than 70 years,
The War Amps KeyTag Service
has been helping Canadians
avoid these costs. Each key tag
has a confidential number so if
you lose your keys, the finder
can call the toll-free number
on the back of the tag or place
them in any mailbox, and The
War Amps will return them to
you by courier at no cost.

Although it’s a free service,
donations provide child am-
putees, and amputees across
the country, with vital pro-
grams and financial assistance
for the cost of artificial limbs.
Growing up a double foot am-
putee myself, I can personally
attest to the value of these pro-
grams in Nova Scotia.

If you did not receive a War
Amps key tag, you can order
them at waramps.ca or call toll
free 1-800-250-3030.

Tim Verney
War Amps Regional
Representative, Nova Scotia

There is Still Beauty in Wentworth

By Carol Hyslop

I live in Wentworth, Cumber-
land County, Nova Scotia. I was
born here, in a little house half-way
between the valley floor and the
railroad track and a short distance
from where [ now reside.Although
I did not spend my childhood
here, I visited, spent 10 years here
with my parents and have lived
here permanently for another 46
years.

Wentworth has always been
known for its beautiful valley.

I remember when it was truly
beautiful...so beautiful it twisted
your heart. When the nights were
quiet, the air clear and the water in
the streams so pure you could
drink it. There were forests, water-
falls, all manner of vegetation, birds
and wild animals.And it was there
for anyone who wished to observe
and enjoy. It was to me, literally,
Paradise.

Then came the Trans-Canada
highway, later to be called highway
104, and my beautiful world
changed forever.

Wentworth Valley is still beau-
tiful but it has taken constant vigi-
lance and citizen action to keep it
that way. The twin powers that
rule our lives - big business and
government - care little for beauty.
They have no appreciation for sun-
rises, sunsets, quiet nights or for
clean air, pure water, forests and
wild animals. Their lives are fo-
cused on the acquisition of money
and power.They confuse the value
of life with the value of their pos-
sessions.

Life for those who care for the
valley has been a continuous mat-
ter of fighting for the things which
should be their right. It is a tiring
way to live, always apprehensively

awaiting the next assault on your
home.

The NS power company
wanted to string a line of high
transmission poles down the cen-
tre of the valley - that was fought.

The government of Nova Sco-
tia wanted to route the new, im-
proved four lane 104 highway
down the middle of the valley leav-
ing no room even for access roads
at the valley’s south end - that was
fought.

The constant threat of clear
cutting is continually being fought.

Yesterday, on my way home
from points north in Wentworth I
suddenly noticed an odd change in
the outline of our mountains.
Someone was cutting a huge num-
ber of trees at the top of Higgins
Mountain! Isuddenly recalled my
neighbour saying to me that there
were more windmills being con-
structed in that area and my inner
voice said to me “Here we go
again!”

The province of Nova Scotia is
diverse in its natural geography.
We have, or have had, areas of ex-
quisite scenery of all sorts. Our
provincial tourism department
trumpets this abroad hoping to
lure visitors who will help
strengthen our economy. From
that point of view alone, why are
our beautiful areas being con-
stantly whittled away? One would
think they would be held as
provincial assets to be used to en-
courage the business of tourism.

Our county of Cumberland has
been severely clearcut on crown
land. When I was young, I under-
stood ‘crown land’ to be areas held
by our government for all of us to
enjoy and would not be used for
lumbering. What an idealistic fool

[ was!

All around our valley, if you lis-
ten in the evening, you can hear
the clearcutting machines snorting
and rumbling as they tear at our
forests. Why? We are told the peo-
ple of Nova Scotia need the money
more than they need the trees. I
would venture to guess the money
obtained by these undertakings
never touches the people of Nova
Scotia and that most of it drains
away to places, or people, outside
our province.

Regarding the recent assault on
Higgins Mountain, I don’t think
you will find people here adverse
to NSP moving towards a more
sustainable method of supplying
us with electrical power. It is that
consideration to maintaining our
remaining forested areas is not
part of the equation. Neither is
consultation with people who live
around the areas affected.

[ am disgusted with the way
life has evolved during my time
here on earth.I don’t like that peo-
ple are constantly urged to buy
things and are all but told the total
personal value of their life will be
equal to the amount of posses-
sions they can amass. I don’t like
the way the department of educa-
tion equates ‘good’ education with
big new factory schools. I don’t
like that public transportation
businesses will carry people only
on 100 series highways between
urban centres, as they consider the
people who live in between and
who would value the service, to
few to serve. don't like the way
internet providers will not provide
service to areas with sparse popu-
lation. The list goes on.

Here in our beautiful (for now)
valley, it makes me very tired to
think another battle is on the hori-
zZon.
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BASS RIVER:
Bayside Pharmacy
Dominion Chair Factory Store

BIBLE HILL:
CW. Fraser Pharmacy
MacQuarries Pharmacy

DEBERT:
Barnhill's Superette
Debert Mini-Mart

FIVE ISLANDS:
Masstown Market Five Islands

GLENHOLME:
Double “C" Truckstop
Glenholme General Store

GREAT VILLAGE:
Wilson's Gas

MAITLAND:
Frieze & Roy General Store

MASSTOWN:
Masstown Market
MTM Retail Gas (Petro-Can)

NORTH RIVER:
Grant’s Grocery

ONSLOW:
Onslow Market

PARRSBORO:
CrossRoads Co-0p
Ken's Grocery
Wright's Pharmasave

TRURO:
Atlantic Superstore
MacQuarrie's Pharmasave
(Esplanade)

We are interested in placing the
Shoreline Journal in additional
locations.

If you have a suggestion, or wish to
have the Shoreline available from
your store, please contact:
Maurice Rees, Publisher
902-647-2968,
or E-MAIL:
maurice@theshorelingjournal.com

Canadian
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>

ADVERTISING: Maurice Rees

The Shoreline Journal (circ. 1650) is a monthly community newspaper serving communities along the Glooscap Trail from Truro to Parrsboro, Nova Scotia
serving the communities of Belmont/Debert, Wentworth/Londonderry, Onslow/Masstown along the shore to Great Village, Bass River, Economy, Five Islands and
Lower Five Islands. It is published on the last Wednesday of each month (earlier in December) with a deadline of the 20th of the month.
MAILING ADDRESS: The Shoreline Journal, PO. Box 41, Bass River, Nova Scotia, BOM 1B0.
PHONE: 902-647-2968; Fax:902-647-2194 Toll Free 1-800-406-1426; Cell: 902-890-9850

EDITOR PUBLISHER: Maurice Rees

E-MAIL: maurice@theshorelinejournal.com
CIRCULATION: Dorothy Rees

Canadian Publications Mail Products Agreement #40048924, I1SSN #1209-9198

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

LOCAL SUBSCRIPTIONS: BOM / B2N / BOL - $23.00, PLUS HST = $26.45 + OTHER PARTS OF NS: $28.00 plus HST = $32.20

ALL OTHER AREAS OF CANADA: $30.00, plus HST = $34.50 « USA SUBSCRIPTIONS: $45.00
HST: #890564404RT001. Printed by Advocate Printing & Publishing Ltd, Pictou, Nova Scotia

All rights reserved. Material published in The Shoreline Journal may not be reproduced in an form without prior approval of the publisher.

Material to be returned to sender must be accompanied by a self-addressed stamped envelope.
1996 Heritage Award recipient. Listed with Canadian Advertising Rates & Data (CARD) and Bowden’s Media Monitoring Service.

We acknowledge the financial support of the Government of Canada. | Canadi

The publisher is not responsible for minor errors in ads, which do not lessen the value of the item(s). The publisher is not responsible
for space beyond that portion of the advertisement containing the item(s) in error. Letters to the editor are subject to editing or

rejection, must be signed by the author and contain a phone number.





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


