
Roads, pits and other ‘logging
scars’ have caused underre-
ported environmental dam-
age to forests, with hidden
costs for Canada’s carbon
footprint, according to re-
searchers who scoured the
landscape to see the im-
pact from above
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After years of flying across
northwestern Ontario on proj-
ects related to forest conserva-
tion, Trevor Hesselink has
come to know certain features
well. They consist of long lines
and bare patches that thread
their way through the bush for
kilometres. Largely invisible
from the ground, they form a
widespread and persistent net-
work of scars that reveal a lit-
tle-known side effect of
forestry practices.

“When you drive around
up north and see all the trees
whipping past you endlessly,
you don’t really have a good
idea of what’s going on,” said
Mr. Hesselink, who is director
of policy and research for the
Wildlands League, a Toronto-
based environmental not-for-
profit.

Those scars are the aban-
doned infrastructure – logging
roads and other work sites –
that remain treeless long after
the work crews pack up and
growth returns in the sur-
rounding harvested area.

In a newly released report,
Mr. Hesselink has taken a big-
picture look at the nature and
impact of all those logging
scars that can be seen from
the air and arrived at a star-
tling conclusion.

Based on data gathered
across a large study area north
of Thunder Bay, he estimates
that treeless patches and scars
account for 10.2 per cent to
23.7 per cent of the area of
forests that have grown back
after logging. And because
these scars persist for decades,
they amount to a net rate of
deforestation (long-term re-
moval of trees) that has largely
been overlooked in Ontario
and elsewhere across Canada
where industry practices are
similar. “The big finding here is
that these impacts are cur-
rently going under the radar,”
Mr. Hesselink said.

That means logging scars
are not fully taken into ac-
count when the provincial
and federal governments tally
up forest area. Nor are they
factored in to calculations of
how much carbon Canada’s
boreal forest is storing, which
Ottawa uses for international
reporting on its climate com-
mitments.

The Ontario government,
which has weakened regula-
tory requirements in other in-
dustries, is expected to unveil
its new strategy for the
province’s forestry sector on
Wednesday, and conservation-
ists fear the situation will get
worse.

Most of the wood har-
vested in Ontario today is still
from old-growth forests that
are being logged for the first
time. The practice is consid-
ered sustainable based on the
premise that the forests even-
tually grow back. This notion is
also central to Canada’s cli-
mate strategy, because the car-
bon-rich boreal landscape
plays a key role in offsetting a
portion of the greenhouse

gasses that are released
through industrial and domes-
tic use. It is also crucial for the
conservation of threatened
species, including woodland
caribou that depend on dense,
intact forests.

What is missing from this
picture, Mr. Hesselink said, is
an appreciation for how
much, and for how long, tree
growth is inhibited in places
where heavy machinery has
compressed the soil, or where
the ground is inundated with
waste wood from industrial-
scale logging.

This is primarily conducted
as “full tree harvesting,” in
which a tree is severed at the
base and dragged to a roadside
landing area where limbs and
tops are removed and often
left behind. The soil under the
temporary roadways that en-
able this practice is com-
pacted to something
approaching the hardness of
asphalt. Seedlings have diffi-
culty finding purchase along
these routes, unlike in the sur-
rounding clear-cut areas. The
rectangular landings, which
are similarly disturbed and can
be choked with debris, also
suppress tree growth, even
after 30 years.

Together, a swath of road-
way and adjacent landing area
can measure 30 metres. This is
narrow enough to be missed
when large-scale remote-sens-
ing surveys are used to meas-
ure the forest, but big enough
to account for an estimated
21,700 hectares of deforested
landscape in Ontario each
year, the report found. This fig-
ure for Ontario alone is seven
times greater than the re-
ported rate of deforestation
for all provinces combined,
Mr. Hesselink said. By 2030, it
will amount to 41 megatonnes
of carbon dioxide uptake loss
– roughly equivalent to the
total emissions for all passen-
ger vehicles in Canada for one
year.

“The idea that we’re not
successfully regenerating trees
on such large areas … I think
would be disturbing to virtu-
ally anyone,” said Jay Malcolm,
a biologist and forestry profes-
sor at the University of

Toronto, who was not in-
volved in the report.

The findings are particu-
larly troubling because much
of Canada’s old-growth forest
continues to be harvested for
single-use, throw-away prod-
ucts such as tissues, or for pulp
– products for which alterna-
tive sources exist. And while
researchers and industry
know about logging scars, no
attempt has been made to rig-
orously quantify their impact
until now.

Anthony Swift, a project di-
rector with the U.S.-based Nat-
ural Resources Defense
Council, said the report has
global implications because
Canada’s boreal forest is con-
sidered the largest intact forest
on Earth, with an amount of
stored carbon that nearly dou-
bles that in all the world’s
known oil reserves. He said
the report’s findings are an-
other reason forestry should
be further restricted. “As we
face the need for urgent cli-
mate action, it is critical that
we ensure that carbon stays
where it is and isn’t released
into the atmosphere,” he said.

Dr. Malcolm added that for-
est scars could have even
more troubling effects, be-
cause in addition to reducing
stored carbon, preliminary
studies suggest the decaying
debris at landing sites is also a
source of methane, another
potent greenhouse gas. In a
natural forest, regrowing vege-
tation would likely use the de-
caying material. He said the
answer is straightforward: Reg-
ulators must keep a closer eye
on forests long after logging
occurs and require the indus-
try to adjust its practices and
minimize scars.

Mr. Hesselink added that
some other approaches to log-
ging leave unwanted material
where the tree is harvested,
which could improve the situ-
ation. However, more work is
needed to determine which
practices are best for optimiz-
ing forest regrowth. “Alterna-
tives also have their
downsides and the questions
are complex,” he said, “But we
need to reconsider how we do
things in a transparent and
public way.”
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For all your Holiday Entertaining...

Party Trays Sweet Trays  
Floral

985 Prince Street, Truro   902-895-9579

RR #1, Lower Debert
Hwy. #4, Civic 3926  (902) 662-2988

Quality home cooked food, reasonable

prices and very friendly staff.

Debbie and staff wish everyone a Wonderful Christmas!
HOLIDAY HOURS: Closed Dec. 24, 25, 26, 31 and Jan. 1

Open Dec 27, 28, 29, and 30 – 7:00 am to 9:00 pm

Season’s Greetings

50 Juniper St.,
Truro

902-893-3186
www.feedsnneeds.ca

AWAY FOR THE DAY 
Is an Adult Day Program for Seniors
For adults, 50 years of age and older, who are independent 

in activities of daily living. (Age exemption may be made)

Have Fun - Meet People - Be Active
Respite for Caregivers too!
Half Days now available.

Wynn Park, 32 Windsor Way, Truro
Email: awayforthedaytruro@gmail.com

CALL 902-843-2902
SEASONS GREETINGS!

The Savvy Shopper

902893-4646
902895-1441

23 INGLIS PLACE, TRURO  WWW.HOHOWOK.CA

Book your 
New Year’s Party

...or Staying in? Order Out!

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Is a virus driving you crazy?
Bring it to us for CPR - $83 + HST

Need antivirus Software?
AVG Antivirus - $50 + HST for two years

• COMPUTER & LAPTOP SALES
• WIRELESS/ROUTER SECURITY
• VIRUS & SPYWARE REMOVAL
• CABLES & ACCESSORIES
• OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5:30

Saturday 9:00-1:00.

Proudly Educating our Customers in Plain English

10 Dominion Street

893-2171
askus@failsafe-computer.com

www.failsafe-computer.com

Downtown Truro’s 
Paint & Wallpaper Centre

897 Prince Street, Truro  • 902-895-4678
www.chasescolorcentre.ca

To our family, friends and customers:
Thank you for your support in 2019.

Have a wonderful Christmas and
Happy New Year!

‘Logging scars’ show impact of deforestation in Canada is worse than we know, research finds
(The following article appeared on the front page of Globe and Mail, December 3, 2019 and has caused an uproar
throughout the Forest sector, across Canada. The Forest Products Association of Canada (FPAC) issued a press re-
lease then the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) advised its members. Tom Taggart, one of four Nova

Scotians to sit on the FCM board advised The Shoreline Journal, because the public’s perception of forestry prac-
tices would be impacted by the errors in the story by Ivan Semeniuk. We have provided coverage, because forestry
is important to Colchester and Cumberland Counties)

Deadline for the February 
issue is January 21.
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