
United Church won the
National Trust’s “This Place
Matters” crowd-funding cam-
paign and received a signifi-
cant financial boost to replace
its windows and stabilize the
structure.

Casey says the Ralston

Armoury, long a gathering
place for the community and
formerly in use by the
Department of National
Defence, is in need of similar
attention or it, and the monu-
ment to 486 North Nova
Highlanders within, could be
lost forever.

By Maurice Rees
Parrsboro Fire Fighters

demonstrated they not only
know how to fight fires and
respond to emergency calls,
they know how to train to
prepare for the worst cir-
cumstances. 

Rather than a training

session during daylight,
they chose nighttime
requiring floodlights, and a
disastrous the even worse -
a collision involving a car
full of people rear ending a
school bus full of students
heading home as if having
attended an evening sport-

ing event.
The December 7th event

was hard for volunteer fire-
fighters to pass up as it
involved cutting apart mul-
tiple cars and also a School
Bus. 

Yorke’s Auto Salvage,
Parrsboro was gracious

enough to provide the
department with the
opportunity to cut apart a
bus. 

Using a bus for training
involves triage training as
well as how to go about cut-
ting into the bus. Heavy
hydraulic tools were not
the answer. Hand tools and
recip saws are the best way
to gain  entrance into the
bus. 

Knowing an accident
involving a car and school
bus would probably hap-
pen on a dirt road and the
ditch would be wet or have
soggy soil, the training
became even more realistic. 

The back end of the bus
was cribbed using timbers,
to stabilize the bus for
increased safety, and permit-
ting the use of air bags to
raise the bus, to allow
access to the riddled pas-
senger car, which was pro-
pelled in under the rear
bumper. 

Numerous photos adja-
cent to this article were
provided by Parrsboro Fire
Chief, James Shaw, who also
provided the background
information about the train-
ing session. 
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Happy Holidays and warm wishes from 
Council and staff at the 

Municipality of the County of Cumberland!

A reminder that Municipal Service Centres 
in Upper Nappan, Springhill, and Parrsboro 

will be closed on Friday, December 22, 2017 at 4:30pm. 
The Service Centres will reopen 

Tuesday, January 2, 2018 at 8:30am. 

For more information please visit cumberlandcounty.ns.ca

Have a safe and happy holiday season! Have a safe and happy holiday season! 

This photo shows how an accident scene might
appear if a passenger car rear-ends a school

bus. (James Shaw Photo)

Driver John Henwood and Firefighters Chris
Clarke and Ken Wood look at the ongoing

extraction after positioning the trucks in the
proper positions for scene

lighting.  (James Shaw Photo) 

The piece cut and flopped down is a piece that
was cut by a recip saw. (James Shaw Photo)

Firefighters on the Roof of the bus are: Chief
James Shaw, Captain Alex Matthews, and

Firefighter Matt Portman. (James Shaw Photo)

Deputy Chief Jim Atkinson and Firefighters Dave Young, Ken
Wood, Avery Harrison and Jacob Willigar look on as members
climb atop the roof of the bus to begin a roof entrance. (James

Shaw Photo)

A side view showing the riddled car jammed in under the rear
bumper of the bus. (James Shaw Photo)

Firefighters Cut Up School Bus
By Maurice Rees 

The Parrsboro Volunteer
Fire Department recently
celebrated with their annual
fall and awards banquet. 

Even though attendance
was down from previous
years, a total of six firefight-
ers were recognized for
their volunteer efforts and
years of service. 

Chris Clarke received his
25 Year Pin; Kevin Hill,
Andrew Smith, and Shane
Willigar each received their
5 Year Pins. Newcomers
Evan Canning and Thomas

Dawson marked the occa-
sion by receiving their one
year pins.

Investing many additional
volunteer hours, Evan
Canning and fellow firefighter,
Ken Wood lead the way in
training this past year, each
completing their Level 1 train-
ing. 

In his report, Chief James
Shaw stated call numbers
have continued to increase
this year. From November
2016 to end of October
2017 calls totaled an all time
high of 116 calls. 

Parrsboro Department
Honours Six Firefighters

TOP 10 Endangered Places
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