
By Linda Harrington
There haven’t been many

snowflakes in the air so far in
December, but there has been
a lot of excitement in the air at
Great Village Elementary
School!  This month, each
classroom received 5 Chrome
Books to add to their inven-
tory, and the students weren’t
long putting them into use.  

On December 6th, every
student in the school partici-
pated in The Hour of Code.
The Hour of Code is an intro-
duction to computer science.
Students begin with the basics
of computer programming
and move through levels at
their own pace to complete a
variety of programming activi-
ties.  

By sharing tablets between
classrooms, every student in a
class is able to have his/her
own tablet.  It is impressive to
observe students at all grade
levels problem solve as they
complete the activities.  To
give coding a try visit the
code.org website. 

Once again, students had
the opportunity to build a gin-
gerbread house from scratch.
This year, students made their
gingerbread houses in Peace
Groups (each Group has stu-
dents from each of the class-
rooms).  

Having older and more ex-
perienced students available
to help the younger students
made constructing and deco-
rating gingerbread houses go
very smoothly.  It takes many
volunteers to make this event
the success it is each year,
both behind the scenes (e.g.
baking gingerbread pieces,
making icing, and purchasing
candy decorations) and on
construction day.  A special
thank you is extended to
Mandi MacRae for her leader-
ship for this activity.  Students
take the gingerbread houses
home following the Christmas
concert.  

Students performed their
concert, “Gifts from the Heart”

to a full house on December
11th.  Thanks to all staff for
their help in “polishing” the
performance, with a special
thank-you to music teacher
Mr. Black.  This year, GVES is
very fortunate to have a new
electric keyboard that was
played both by Mr. Black and
students during the concert.
Thank you to the Home &
School for their support in
purchasing this keyboard for
the music classroom.  On the
night of the concert, in addi-
tion to gifts from the heart,
close to 100kg of food was col-
lected for the Colchester Food
Bank.

Parent volunteers were
back at the school on Decem-
ber 15th to prepare a turkey
dinner for students and staff to
enjoy, and did they ever!  This
meal was provided free of
charge thanks to a donation
from the Masons (63
Corinthian Lodge).  

Thank you again to the
many volunteers who con-
tribute to the school.

Students are looking for-
ward to Christmas Break, but
before finishing out the year,
there will be a school trip to
the RECC to go swimming, and
on the last day of school, a sci-
entist will be coming to share
the “magic” of science.  

Looking ahead, primary
registration is scheduled for
Wednesday, February 7th.  A
notice will be sent home to
gather names and contact in-
formation for students eligible
to begin school in September
2018 (5 years old on or before
December 31st, 2018) and par-
ents will be contacted with an
appointment time to bring
their child to school on Febru-
ary 7th.

A huge thank you to fami-
lies and community members
for supporting activities at
Great Village Elementary all
year long especially during the
month of December. Wishing
everyone a safe and happy hol-
iday!

a story written by Dr. Ewing
and brought to life by students
from WCCS using giant Peace
Doves puppets created from
the Jane Goodall Roots and
Shoots Program. 

In 2015, Dr Ewing
started the Blue Marble Ini-
tiative which empowers
the idealism of youth. This
initiative encourages inno-
vative, compassionate path-
ways to sustainability,
equality, justice, peace and
survival for all creatures
who share this planet.

The Peace Medal was
developed in 1987 by the
International Committee at
the YMCA of Fredericton.
That year, this committee
of volunteers and staff was
tasked with developing
Peace Week support mate-
rials for YMCAs across the
country.

Inspired by efforts of
Jim and Kay Bedell in rais-
ing awareness of the 1982
United Nations Disarma-
ment Conference by walk-
ing from New Brunswick
to New York City to attend
it, the Committee decided
to institute an award, a
peace medal, to be given
by YMCAs across the coun-
try each year to people like
Jim and Kay.

The Peace Medal is now
used across Canada during
Peace Week to recognize
the achievements of indi-
viduals or groups who -
without any special re-
sources  - demonstrate in
their lives and activities the
values expressed by PEACE
(participation, empathy, ad-
vocacy, community, em-
powerment) and serve as
models of what all of us are
capable of achieving if we
choose.
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100 Pictou Road Bible Hill.  “Across from new Elementary School”

“CELEBRATING

21 YEARS”

893-7734893-7734

* Remote Car Starters

* Heated Seats

* Truck Accessories
Sales & Installations

* Mag Wheels

* Car Stereos

Masstown Greco Express
Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas!

Open 11AM- 9:30PM everyday, except CLOSING at 5:00PM, Dec. 24th and Closed Dec. 25th

Phone: 902-641-2340

Jeff MacNeil, a representative from the Cumberland YMCA
presents Dr Karen Ewing with the 2017 YMCA Peace Award. The

presentation was made at the Veterans Memorial Park board
meeting on November 19tyh. Accompanying the Medallion was a

certificate designating Dr. Ewing as a Peacemaker. (Submitted)

Dr. Ewing Receives 2017 YMCA Peace Award
Continued from page 1

Ella Lomond and Jamie Lee Alexander might have a future in
home construction! All Great Village Elementary students had a

fun time building gingerbread houses from scratch. 
(Harrington Photo)

GVES student Clarke Senior is
having a fun time putting the

finishing touches on his
gingerbread house.
(Harrington Photo)

GVES Grade One student
Logan Gamble is learning the

basics of computer
programming during The

Hour of Code introduction to
computer science.

(Harrington Photo)

Thanks to the addition of five
new Chrome Books, all
students at Great Village

Elementary participated in
The Hour of Code on Dec. 6th.

Grade 3 student Alexis
Merzbach is enjoying trying a

variety of computer
programming activities.

(Harrington Photo)

Great Village Elementary Notes

welcomes 
your 
story 
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