
By Maurice Rees 
The global price for recy-

cled materials has tanked and
it is going to impact all munic-
ipalities in Nova Scotia. Prices
have tanked because in July
China advised the World Trade
Organization (WTO) that by
the end of 2017, China will for-
bid the import of 24 kinds of
wastes, including plastics
waste from living sources,
vanadium slag, unsorted waste
paper and waste textile mate-
rials.’ China has stated they are
implementing these sanctions
to improve their overall envi-
ronmental state, including do-
mestic recycling programs and
resources.

To address the matter coun-
cil committee approved send-
ing a letter to Minister of
Environment seeking their
guidance on how to handle
the volume to low grade plas-
tics now at the landfill. Cur-
rently, Colchester has 13
containers full. A letter will
also be sent to the premier ex-
pressing council’s concern
and assistance to find a solu-
tion. 

China is an important recy-
cling market for western coun-
tries. Within the plastic scrap
and recovered fibre import
market China imports 51%
and 55% respectively of the
global supply. China is the
world’s largest paper recycler.

In addition to prohibiting
material entering China, the
Chinese government has not
been issuing or renewing pro-
cessing mill licenses. The gov-
ernment has also been
decreasing the allowable ton-
nage at the existing permitted
sites. This effectively reduces
and may potentially eliminate
the markets for imported
scrap resources in China.

Included in the categories
of materials affected by
China’s policy are materials
captured in Halifax’s blue bag
collection program: LDPE (film
plastic) mixed plastics (rigid
containers, clamshells, thermo-
forms) and mixed paper
(newspaper, office paper,
boxboard).

There are ongoing discus-
sions because of China’s ban,
some municipalities will be
seeking approval to bury plas-
tics in existing landfills as
there is no market. According
to a report prepared by Debo-
rah Searle, Colchester has at

least eight trailer loads of plas-
tics it is unable to sell. Larger
municipalities are facing a
more critical situation.

If the markets are closed in
2018/19 the net financial
budget impact for HRM is esti-
mated to be between
$600,000 to $2,400,000. The
$600,000 figure is based on
lost sales revenue and alter-
nate markets taking the mate-

rial at a lower price. The
$2,400,000 figure is based on
lost sales revenue and the
added cost to landfill and/or
send the items to processing
facilities who charge to accept
the materials at approximately
$50/tonne. For the 2018/19
budget in R330 the revenue
sales figure is currently fore-
casted to be reduced from
$1,600,000 to $800,000.
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115 Upham Dr Truro
Phone 902-895-0246
www.conroyhvac.ca

“Installing Heat Pumps in N.S. since 1985”
“Ask us about NS Power Financing”

HOLIDAY HOURS
Dec 24th- 9AM - 5PM

Dec. 25th to 27th - Closed
Dec. 28th to 30th - 9AM- 9PM

Dec. 31st- 9AM - 5PM
Jan. 1st & 2nd - Closed

MMerry Christmas  &
Happy New Year
“Thank you to all our
customers and staff.

May this Holiday Season
see your heart and home

filled with great joy
and much happiness”

            -The Jennings Family
Pick up your complimentary
Masstown Market Calendar

PHOTO FEATURE
John Deere Kids Day in Lower Onslow

(Harrington Photos)

Ethan Young and Connor Crossman enjoyed a ride in the
big green tractors during John Deere Kids Day on Nov. 25th.

(Harrington Photo)

Santa was at Green Diamond in Lower Onslow during John
Deere Kids Day on Nov. 25th and he was handing out treat

bags to all the children. (Harrington Photo)

The corn box filled with toys provided lots of fun for the
little ones at John Deere Kids Day in Lower Onslow.

(Harrington Photo)

The indoor race track was a very popular spot to try out the
mini version of the John Deere gator during John Deere

Kids Day on Nov. 25th.

Not a ripple in the water as Newville Lake precisely reflects real life.  (Lawrence R. Nicoll Photo)
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