
By Maurice Rees
There are fears Colch-

ester may lose some major
events at the Nova Scotia
Provincial Exhibition com-
plex, Bible Hill, if rental fees
continue to increase. Ac-
cording to reports several
organizations are facing
hefty rental increases and
may seek alternative loca-
tions. 

At Colchester Council’s
presentation night in early
January and council’s com-
mittee meeting on January
10th, councillors dealt with
request from the Nova Sco-
tia Bluegrass & Old Time
Music Festival to help
cover a rental increase of
$10,350 over the 2018
fees. Society president,
John Sayer made the pres-
entation. The 48th annual
event is scheduled for July
25-28, 2019. 

Following Sayer’s pres-
entation one councillor
told the Shoreline Journal
the music society’s situa-
tion was similar to what
was originally requested of
the local 4-H group which
organizes the Pro-Show.
The Pro-Show is returning
to Bible Hill this year and
with major improvements
to the 4-H Barn and other
4-H facilities local organiz-
ers are hopeful it will re-
main in Bible Hill. 

Several organizations are
facing significant increases
at the complex and there
are concerns some of them
might choose alternate
site, or be cancelled. Since
being taken over by the

province a few years ago,
Keith Colwell, Minister of
Agriculture, who is respon-
sible for the complex told
the Shoreline the challenge
has been to stop major
losses and to improve ad-
ministration. He indicated
once the hemorrhaging has
been eliminated he antici-
pates appointing a board of
directors with strict guide-
lines. 

Colwell admitted infra-
structure at the complex
has not been improved for
many years and a lot needs
to be done. 

A few years ago, there
was a staff of 17, but that
has changed with current
staffing level of two. Dar-
relyn Hubley is Manager
and she is permitted to
have an assistant. The assis-
tant position has been
changed to seasonal with a
layoff during the winter
months. 

When contacted, Hubley
acknowledged rents were
increased out of necessity,
as the complex was losing
money on nearly every
event during recent years.
She would not discuss par-
ticulars about supposed in-
crease requests to 4-H Pro
show or the Bluegrass and
Old Time Music Festival. Al-
though not specific about
the coming year, she indi-
cated several new events
are planned, and she is fo-
cusing on adding other
events to the 2019 sched-
ule. 

Minister Colwell said he
didn’t want the complex to

lose any events, and he’d
work hard to ensure that
did not happen. He ac-
knowledged the complex
contributes to the local
economy and he hopes im-
provements can be made,
and for there to be more
activity at the site as he
feels the NSPE Complex
can be an important eco-
nomic engine. 

As news about some or-
ganizations are facing stiff
rental increases, the busi-
ness community and
Colchester councillors are

expressing concern. Dur-
ing the presentation meet-
ing on January 10th,
Councillor Taggart sug-
gested to presenter, Sayer,
perhaps he could look at
the Debert Business Park as
an alternative site. Taggart
mentioned there is plenty
of space on solid ground. 

Some councillors picked
upon on that thought with
suggestions perhaps the
municipality could develop
another resource and in-
crease utilization of the fa-
cility.

THE SHORELINE JOURNAL - FEBRUARY, 2019 - PAGE 23

Mattatall ~ Varner Funeral Home
Serving With Dignity, Respect & Understanding Since 1932

Seven Employees – Support Local!

Our Commitment
~ People You Trust ~ 

~ Options You Want ~ 
~ Value You Deserve ~

55 Young St
Truro

www.mattatallvarnerfh.com

902-893-3177

EVERYONE SAVES!
SAVE 15% Last Thursday Every Month!

805 Prince St, Downtown Truro
902•895•1660

John Ross & Sons LTD
Metal Exchange & Enviro Depot

7 Cummane, Truro

902-893-9429
After Hours Call

Ruth Ogilvie 902-893-1953
Jim Muise 902-890-6370

•   Top Price for: Copper, Brass, Aluminum, 
Radiators, Batteries, Catalytic Converters, 
Stainless Steel & More!

•   We also Purchase: Scrap Vehicles, 
Freon Free Fridges, Stoves, Washers, Dryers & More!

•   Sales of New & Used Structural Steel

•   Lugger Containers

SPARTANS 
MARCH BREAK CAMP 2019

New members must pay membership fee of $35 

$145
Full week

$30 / single day

March 18TH - 22ND

9am - 4pm
ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: 

Gymnastics 
Trampoline 

Outdoor play 
Crafts

WHAT TO BRING: 
Lunch 
Snacks 

Change of clothes 
Warm outdoor clothing

Call us or go online to register 
www.cobequidspartans.com 

902.895.7727

Call Today!

A group of seniors enjoy a
Tuesday morning skate at the

Colchester Legion Stadium.
Look for scheduled skate

activities for the Long John
Festival. (Submitted)

Truro
The 2019 Truro Long John Festival runs from

February 15th - 18th.  It is hosted by Truro Parks,
Recreation and Culture, which offers an oppor-
tunity to get families outside to appreciate what
the Town of Truro has to offer in the winter time. 

This year’s the participants will participate

for The Golden Long John competition and can
accumlate points through socail media posts.
Gather up the friends and family and participate
in winter activities to earn points with the com-
petition.  

Will you be the winner of the Golden Long
John?  

Tid-Bits
Home Plan (HPHP) Pilot as part of its New Home Construc-
tion Program to assist Nova Scotians in designing and building
energy efficient homes. The pilot will offer a $1000 incentive
paid to eligible participants who complete an Initial Design
Evaluation under Efficiency Nova Scotia’s New Home Con-
struction program. Participants who complete the High Per-
formance Home Plan pilot are also eligible for rebates up to
$7000 under the New Home Construction program. To be eli-
gible for the pilot and the New Home Construction Program,
homes must be Electrically-heated and registered before or
within 30 days of receiving a building permits. For more infor-
mation about the High Performance Home Plan pilot of the
New Home Construction Program, visit
www.efficiencyns.ca/newhomes.

Convention Centre celebrates 1st Anniversary
The Halifax Convention Centre is celebrating its one-year an-
niversary since its first client event was hosted on Jan. 20,
2018. Since opening in December 2017, the Halifax Conven-
tion Centre has hosted over 140 events and over 90,000
guests, including 44 national and international conventions.
These events have generated an estimated $60 million in new
money for the province. Major events the centre will host in
2019 include the National Metropolis Conference on Immi-
gration (750 delegates), Operating Room Nurses Association
of Canada (800 delegates) and the Canadian Association of
Emergency Physicians national conference (800 delegates).
For the full calendar of events, visit HalifaxConventionCen-
tre.com/Events. 

African Heritage Month - Shared History
February is African Heritage Month in Nova Scotia and a time
to celebrate and share the culture and history of African Nova
Scotians. The 2019 theme, Our History is Your History, recog-
nizes the distinct story of African Nova Scotians and how it is
interwoven with the past, present and future of all Nova Sco-
tians.  To learn more about African Heritage Month and the
events taking place throughout the province, visit
www.ansa.novascotia.ca, Facebook, @AfricanNSAffairs or
Twitter, @OfficeofANSA. Posters can be ordered at
http://www.bccnsweb.com/web/ahmposter.  To learn more
about the United Nations’ International Decade for People of
African Descent, visit:  http://www.un.org/en/events/african-
descentdecade.

Medal of Bravery Nominations
Nominations for the Medal of Bravery are open until May 1.
Nova Scotians are encouraged to nominate people who
courageously put themselves at risk to help others or protect
property. Nomination forms are available at Access Nova Sco-
tia centres, offices of members of the legislative assembly and
at www.novascotia.ca/bravery . Acts of bravery that occurred
on or after Jan. 1, 2016 are eligible for nomination. Completed
nomination forms should be sent to: Provincial Secretary,
Medal of Bravery, Department of Justice, 7th floor, 1690 Hollis
St., Halifax, N.S., B3J 2L6. 

Continued from page 22

Winter Long John Festival

Will Colchester Lose Major Events?
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