Debbie Weatherby, rural mail driver says, “This is just an example
of 1 of 10 back roads I have to travel on when conditions turn icy.
I would sooner travel through 6 inches of snow instead? (Debbie
Weatherby Photo)

It's not only the linemen who have to restore electricity, who
brave nasty winter conditions, but the tree trimmers, who must go
up in aerial buckets to cut the sagging branches or in some cases
entire trees off the power lines. (Debbie Weatherby Photo)

Wow talk about flying high in the air. These guys were removing
the trees away from the wires at the bottom of my lane today
when I got home. Those buckets really extend up in the air quite
high. (Debbie Weatherby Photo)
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450 CUPE Members on Picket Lines

Continued from page 1

of the start of the school day and only 60 minutes after the final
bell.

In addition, all extracurricular activities are cancelled. Schools
and offices will no longer be available for use for non-school
groups after hours.

Cleaning services within schools will be restricted to night
and weekend work. CCRSB managers and non-union staff will ful-
fill these duties; this will be reassessed depending on how long
the strike lasts. Health and safety for students and staff is a prior-
ity as the strike progresses.

CUPE Local 3890 members were in a legal strike position on
Thursday, January 23rd, after the board, in an emergency meeting
on Tuesday, January 21st rejected CUPE’s latest offer to move to
binding arbitration to resolve the outstanding issue of contract-
ing out jobs.

The stumbling block to a resolution appears to have focused
solely over contracting out. A CCRSB representative has stated 7
CUPE members are on layoff - 6 custodians and one tradesper-
son, but the custodians have been getting work as casuals. In
other media reports early last week, a CUPE representative has
identified one carpenter in Pictou as the reason for the stalemate.
Within CCRSB there are 449 CUPE members the legal strike posi-
tion.

With a requirement for 48 hours notice before initiating work
action Monday, January 27 was the earliest they could set up pick-
et lines. In their vote on Sunday, January 26th CUPE members
rejected the board’s latest offer.

CUPE’s strike headquarters are set up at the Glengarry Best

Western Motel & Convention Centre, Truro. High school students
are worried about the strike, because throughout the board’s area
comprising Pictou, Cumberland and Colchester counties and the
municipality of East Hants the week of January 27th is mid-term
exam week.

In her statement board chair, Trudy Thompson said, “CUPE’s
job action coincides with the start of exams for high school stu-
dents across the board. Exams will go ahead as normal. Any ques-
tions about exam schedules may be directed to the respective
high school principals.

“We asked CUPE, out of respect for our high school students,
to hold their strike until the end of exam week. These exam
results will have a bearing for many Grade 12 students on post-
secondary applications, scholarships and bursaries,” said
Thompson. “CUPE denied that request.”

“We want to come to a fair and reasonable agreement with
CUPE, said Thompson, “Still, our students have to be our top pri-
ority. We are not in the business of creating “make work” projects.
Our focus needs to be on educating the students in our care.
Using valuable time and money on “make work” projects would
take this school board in the wrong direction for our students
and we need to be focused on what’s best for them now, and in
the long-term.”

Parents, guardians and students are asked to check the CCRSB
website (www.ccrsb.ca, click on the CUPE strike information
button), the Board Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/ChignectoCRSB) and Twitter feed
(@ChignectoCRSB) for the latest information. They may also call
our dedicated phone line at the school board office in Truro at 1-
844-488-4288 to leave comments and questions.

GV Fire Bridage Chooses New Slate of Officers

By Crystal Slack

We, at the Great Village Fire Brigade, hope everyone had a
great holiday.

To start off the new year, the new slate of officers has been
voted in for the year 2014. Positions are as follows: Chief, Dave
Lundie; Deputy Chief, Larry Kinsman; 1st Captain, Gregg
Kinsman; 2nd Captain, Joe Slack; 3rd Captain, Dave Slack; 4th
Captain, Jeremy Smith; Lt Fire Police, Robert Layton; Ist
Lieutenant, Gary Slack and 2nd Lieutenant, Chris Congdon.

Congratulations to all!

A reminder.Anyone without a civic number at the end of their
driveway; call Betty McNeil at 668-2314 and she will be happy to

assist you.In the event of an emergency, it is very important emer-
gency responders (fire brigade, EHS,RCMP, etc.) can find the loca-
tion easily so valuable time is not lost.

It is that time of year again when the weather is colder and
lots of indoor heat is needed. Please remember to keep
your chimney’s clean and to check your smoke alarms, at least
every 3 months. Decide, as a family, your fire escape plans and
practice them routinely.

(Editor’s Note: Crystal Slack has been chosen as Public Relations officer for
the brigade and will be contributing to the Shoreline Journal on a regular
basis.)

[ Heard It At The Company Store

By Wendy Cox

Do you know what I heard ...I heard that
there is a cell phone tower going up in Five
Islands. Does this mean we will actually get cell
service along our shore? I certainly hope so.The
young worker told me it should be up and run-
ning within 3 weeks. I know I am excited, hope
it helps with the cell service.

As I write this article I am feeling a bit con-
fused about what happened to myself and 15
other cottagers in Bass River last week. Our fam-
ily cottage was vandalized, along with 15 other
cottages. What I do not understand and what
confuses me is, WHY?

Why does someone go into someone else’s
property and just destroy things? Why did they
have to break into not just one entrance but
both doors or two windows? What were they
looking for at summer residences that were
closed for the winter?

There would not be drugs or money on the
premises. They did not take liquor or anything
else, just damage to all of the cottages. I just do
not understand this invasion of privacy. The
police were notified and they will investigate
any leads to this senseless act. I hope the cul-
prits feel guilt and shame in this act and realize

what stress they have put on each and every
one of the cottagers.

Some had to come a long way and take time
off work to repair senseless damage to their
property.I say to all readers, watch out for yours
and your neighbor’s property and call the
police if you see something out of the ordinary
and maybe this will prevent something like this
happening to someone else.

Our best wishes go out to Hazel Dickie who
is in hospital and to Mike Elliott who is having
some health issues. Hope you and anyone else
having health issues feel better soon. Our sym-
pathy goes out to the families of Louise Cooke
and Ralph Martin who passed away in
December.

The snow is falling outside. I guess our
January thaw is coming to an end.Try to keep
those winter blues away by getting out at least
15 minutes a day. Even if it's just to stand in the
driveway. Better yet, go visit a friend that can’t
get out. Cheer up another person and it will
make you feel better.

Enjoy the beauty of winter and remember
summer will come, eventually. Have a safe and
happy month. Happy Valentine’s Day and
remember to always play safe.

- Skating Schedule ~

atl West Colchester United Arena

Preschool & Adult skating
Every Tuesday 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
No Charge

e R

Public Skating every Friday 3:00 - 4:45 p.m.
$2.00 per person or $5.00 per family

e R

Public Skating every Sunday 1:00 - 2:45 p.m.
$3.00 per person or $7.00 per family

e R

Prime icetime available for rent.

Birthday Party?
Why not make it a skating party. An hour icetime for
skating or Shinny hockey and a room for your party,
ice cream and cake.

e R

For information

Call Randy 662-4014

™\ '

Finally... We've been able to develop and launch our new ON-LINE STORE.

www.TshirtsRus.ca
Join our T-Shirt Club * Buy 10 get 1 FREE!

In addition to visiting our store at 914 Prince Street, Truro, NS, you'll be
able to shop online for the latest Sons of Anarchy and other licensed
merchandise, plus over 800 designs we can apply to t-shirts, hoodies,

sweatshirts or caps.

While you are on our website, click on the FaceBook button so you can
Questions? Call us at 902-890-9850.

914 Prince St. Truro, NS B2N 1H5
TshirtsRus@ehotmail.ca

LIKE US and SHARE US.

OPEN:

10 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday
Closed Sunday

CUSTOM PHOTO T-SHIRTS
Your Colour Photo on Your T-Shirt!

Bring us your photo,
we'll make you the shirt!
Ideal for antique vehicles,
pets, or family members!

o order is too small
or too large!
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