
By Jolene Green
Excitement is in the air. With

the coming of a new calendar
year we start preparing for the
new academic year. First and
foremost in our plans is getting
our new primary students reg-
istered. We have started sched-
uling appointments and will
continue to do so over the next
week. If you have a child who
turns five in 2013 please be
sure to phone the school at
662-4400 and get him/her reg-
istered.

On January 28th we will be
celebrating Family Literacy Day.
The theme we have chosen is
“Everybody Reads”.  We have
invited several guests from var-
ious occupations into the
school to read to our children
promoting reading by all. The
PEBS team will also be chal-
lenging students to read and
problem solve during this day
to try to determine the identity
of the reader for their class.

On January 30th and 31st
we will be hosting a
Diversability Fair. Students and
members of our community
have created projects that will
offer us all a better understand-
ing of diversities that exist
within our population. Projects
will be displayed in the school
gym on Wednesday from 10:30
until noon and on Thursday
from 1 until 2:30 with an
evening session being held
from 6pm-7pm. We would be
thrilled to have all members of
the public come and talk to our

exhibitors about their projects.
January 25th marks the end

of a learning experience for
Miss Oh. Miss Oh is a Korean
university student who has
been with us for much of the
school year and has been a
great asset to the grade three
classroom. Students have
learned a lot about her culture
and talents while at the same
time sharing many experiences
with her in an effort to help her
improve her English and learn
about life in Canada, specifically
Debert. I am sure there will be
some communication continue
via email or “snail mail” in the
months to come. Thanks for
being part of our team Miss Oh
and safe journeys.

We have also been fortunate
to have a teacher in training in
the grade four classroom for
the past two months. Ms.
Laking will be finishing her
work with us on January 30th
and heading off to Africa in
February for a work placement
there. Ms. Laking has been a
tremendous resource for the
grade four classroom and will
be truly missed by all. We have
appreciated having her in our
school and she, too, will be
missed greatly by the grade
four class and the staff of
Debert Elementary. Ms. Laking
will be taking some student
work with her to Africa to share
with her students there and
will bring samples of their
work back to our students
upon her return. How exciting

for us all to see our work trav-
elling the globe. 

Debert Elementary has been
hosting a number of leadership
opportunities throughout the
year and we will be expanding
on these as the year continues.
Presently, on Mondays we offer
Drama Leadership for P-3 stu-
dents, Tuesday is After School
Sports for 4-6 students and
Thursday is Drama Leadership
for grades 4-6. We also have
choir with Mr. Black and a PEBS
team that organizes many of
our monthly assemblies. We
have started a Yearbook Group
and most recently have started

a Photo Club. We plan to start a
Running Club in the spring
once the weather gets a little
warmer. To add to these experi-
ences we have Candice Smith
who is offering Dance Classes
at the school on Thursdays and
Zumba classes are offered
through Stephanie Bilby on
Mondays and Wednesdays.
Winter Carnival week is fast
approaching so we will also
have students active in a variety
of ways throughout this week
including a skating session at
West Colchester Arena on
Thursday February 14th and a
Family Dance sponsored by
PTG on Friday February 15th. 

Busy, Busy, Busy; but learning
and having fun at the same time. 
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Debert Elementary to Hold Diversability Fair

By Kathy Simpson-Giles
A very belated Happy New

Year! By now, everyone has
settled back into their regular
routine and is complaining
bitterly about the cold. (I
know I am!)

I would like, at this time, to
congratulate our slate of offi-
cers for the 2013 calendar
year. They are as follows:
Chief- Dave Lundie, Deputy
Chief- Larry Kinsman, 1st
Capt.-Gregg Kinsman, 2nd
Capt. Joe Slack, 3rd Capt.-
Dave Slack, 4th Capt. Jeremy
Smith, Lt. of Fire Police-
Robert Layton, 1st Lt.- Gary
Slack and 2nd Lt. – Dave Best.

We continue to meet in our
regular schedule, with the first
Wednesday of the month as

meeting night, second and
fourth Wednesday as training
and the third Wednesday as
work night. If you are interest-
ed in learning about what we
do, feel free to drop in any time.
New members are welcome.

Do you have your civic
number sign? If not, give Betty
MacNeil a call at 668-2314 to
order yours. Remember, an
emergency does not necessar-
ily mean that there are flames
shooting out of your roof. The
reflective sign makes it easy
for any Emergency Response
Agency to find you in case of
emergency.

Please watch where you
step these days, and be careful
on the icy roads and until
next time, stay safe.

Great Village Fire News

By Sally Richard
The Community Council started 2013

off with great excitement on January 6.
Several people gathered at the hall to wit-
ness the fundraiser lottery draw. There
were 70 prizes valued at $7,200 to be
won and the anticipation of being a win-
ner was on a high note. Mona Scott host-
ed the draw. Scott Armstrong our MP and
Karen Casey our MLA drew the winning
tickets from the drum. 

The grand prizes were drawn last. All
winners have been contacted and a list of
the winners will be published. The
Community Council would like to sin-
cerely thank everyone who supported
our cause. Over $6,000 was raised which
will more than cover the cost of repairs to
the building, provide a security system
and pay for the stolen kitchen equipment. 

A special thank you to Mona Scott who
came up with the idea, solicited business-
es on our behalf and worked every
hunters breakfast selling lottery tickets
and hats. Because of everyone’s involve-
ment and support, both the Shoreline
Journal lottery and the prize lottery were
an enormous success. The funds raised
from the lotteries and donations will go a
long way to help the community center
now and in the long term.

A surprise retirement party was held at
the Community Center on Saturday,
January 19 for Valerie Carter. After twenty-
five years of devoted service with Canada
Post, Valerie retired from her job as post-
mistress of the Londonderry Post Office
on December 31. 

Inspite of stormy weather about fifty
people stopped by to enjoy the lunch and
wish Valerie well. Best wishes on her

retirement were read from the federal and
provincial governments and Municipality
of Colchester by Reid MacVicar and
Karen Casey our MLA. The Community
Council presented Valerie with a bouquet
of red roses from the community. 

Florence Dobson provided a huge
cake decorated with the Canada Post
insignia and real pink and white carna-
tions and also a matching carnation cor-
sage. Many expressed compliments to
Valerie for the exceptional service she
provided to the community. Without a
doubt we will miss her!

Our condolences to Grace (Scott)
McCully and family on the passing of her
husband Robert (Beatty) of East Village in
December. On January 14, Aleatha (Pynn)
Rushton passed away at the home of her
daughter Linda Webb, Westchester Station.
Aleatha was a long time well known resi-
dent of Londonderry. Our sympathy is
extended to her daughters Joan Hendrix,
Linda Webb and Sherry Lindsay and all
family members. 

Also our sympathy to the family of the
late William Robinson, husband of Jennie
(Singer) and father to sons Tracy and Scott
and to all family members.

Some upcoming events to mark on
your calendar that will be taking place at
the Community Center in February:
Sunday, February 10 – Gospel Jamboree –

2 pm
Sunday, February 25 from 1-5 pm – Coffee

house atmosphere featuring 4 acts.
Type of music will be folk, pop and
rock n’ roll. Performers are Eric Young,
Peter Gogen, Michael Kilburn, Mitch
Whalen, Frank Organ and Duncan
McLeod. Admission - $1.00

This is the first time we have brought
afternoon entertainment to the
Community Center. It is hoped you will
come and enjoy these groups. If there is
interest and support, perhaps it would
become a regular event.

Best wishes to Maureen Eagles who is
a patient in the Truro hospital. Mae
MacLean has not been well this winter.
She had been hospitalized but is now at
home. We wish her well and also a happy
birthday on Valentines Day.

Our monthly meetings are held on the
first Sunday of the month at 7 pm. 

New members are welcome. Card
parties are held on Monday nights at 7
pm. A light lunch is served. Everyone is
welcome. 

Youth groups have been started but
unfortunately no information is available
at this time. For hall rentals please contact
Amanda Langille at 668-2300.

Londonderry Community Council News

PHOTO FEATURE
The West Colchester Consolidated and Bass River

Elementary Christmas Concert was held Dec. 18th a
few days after the last issue of the Shoreline

Journal went to press. (Harrington Photos)

Grade 6  students dance the Christmas Tree Tango.

Left to right:  Sierra Aitchison-Patriquin, Mason MacBurnie,
Carl Elliott, Sebastian Aitchison-Patriquin, Jason Rushton

Grade  6 students (l to r): Oliva Jobb,  Pacey Smith, Dakota
Smith, Madyson Pugsley, Shyanne Joudrey and Maggie
Badcock

Grade Primary students left to right: Sloane Turner-MacLean,
Blake Fisher, Trent Gallant, Ewan Patriquin and Norah
McLaughlin

P- 4 students from Bass River Elementary. Left to right: Norah
McLaughlin, Sloane Turner-MacLean, Cullen Patriquin,
Mason MacBurnie.

The Londonderry Community has complet-
ed a very successful Fundraising Event,
with over 70 prizes donated. MLA Karen
Casey joined Mona Scott for the drawing of
the winning raffle tickets on January 6th at
the Hall. Congratulations to the winners
and to the organizers who raised over
$16,000 to support the Hall following sever-
al instances of vandalism. (Submitted)
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