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care from Nova Scotian healthcare providers who can order diag-
nostic tests and provide referrals to specialists. Now, you’ll also
have access to the service 24/7, 365 days a year, for general con-
sults and prescription refills.

If you already have a family doctor or nurse practitioner, we’ve
also got you covered. You’ll now have access to two free virtual
care visits per year. This includes general consults and prescription
refills.

YourHealthNS gives every Nova Scotian the power to find care
for yourself or your loved ones. 

It means access to more healthcare, faster. On your phone. On
your tablet. On your laptop. 

One app. Any day. Any time.
YourHealthNS is healthcare in your hands. Get it today. 
Tim Houston, Premier of Nova Scotia

Tim Houston, Premier of Nova Scotia can be reached at
premier@novascotia.ca

News from our Provincial Council - Tim Houston
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New Funding for Volta Supports Entrepreneurs
The Province is supporting Nova Scotia entrepreneurs

through new funding for startup hub Volta. Susan Corkum-
Greek, Minister of Economic Development, announced an
investment of nearly $3.8 million at the grand opening of
Volta’s new space in Halifax on November 14. 

“Volta has a proven track record of success when it
comes to supporting entrepreneurs to launch and grow their
startups,” said Minister Corkum-Greek. “This funding
contributes to our active startup community and will help
even more Nova Scotia businesses take risks, build
momentum and thrive.”

Volta will use the funding - $750,000 per year for five
years - to continue delivering educational programs,
mentorship, tools and supports to help startups grow their
businesses.

Disaster Financial Assistance for Uninsurable Wildfire Losses
The Disaster Financial Assistance Program is now open for

municipalities and others who suffered uninsurable losses as
a result of this year’s wildfires in Halifax Regional
Municipality, Shelburne County and Yarmouth County.

The Province’s Wildfire Disaster Financial Assistance
Program is available to low-income Nova Scotians,
municipalities, small businesses and not-for-profit
organizations. 

Maritime Fuels Bankruptcy - Advice to Customers
The Province is warning customers of Maritime Fuels to

take steps to stop any pre-scheduled payments after the
company declared bankruptcy this week. Customers on a
prepayment plan for their home heating fuel should contact
their financial institution or credit card company and stop
those payments right away.

The Nova Scotia-based fuel company filed for bankruptcy
and a licensed insolvency trustee - PwC - was appointed on
Thursday, November 16. Under bankruptcy legislation, a
licensed insolvency trustee is in charge of dealing with
creditors. Nova Scotians who have already paid for fuel they
did not or will not receive should contact PwC. This ensures
that they will hear from the trustee as arrangements are
made to pay off the company’s debts.

PwC’s Maritime Fuels bankruptcy information page:
https://www.pwc.com/ca/en/services/insolvency-
assignments/maritimefuels.html

Colchester North by a minimum of 13 months. I will say there was
merit to both sides of the argument. 

However, my view is that any delay would be too risky to the
greater good of Nova Scotia and the residents of Colchester North. Cer-
tainly, the Provincial Governments Legislated requirement to produce
80% of all energy in Nova Scotia from renewable sources by 2030
would be at risk.

Everwind Fuels proposes to build 3 wind projects in Nova Scotia.
Two in Colchester North and One in West Hants. The three projects
will produce a total of 527 MW of green energy. Of that 325 MW will
be used to supply what is currently recognized as the leading green
hydrogen project in the Western Hemisphere. The three wind farms
along with the production facility that is being built in Port Hawkes-
bury, expected to cost in excess of 4 billion dollars, and is billed as the
largest construction projects in the history of Nova Scotia. 

I need to be clear that at this point this is a proposal. There has cer-
tainly been enough private money invested (reportedly $200 million
to date) along with the $125 million that the Federal Government an-
nounced on November 17 to indicate their commitment. However, all
proposals will have to pass strict environmental approvals and meet
all regulatory concerns.

There is no doubt the turbine moratorium debate was contentious.
As I said a bit earlier there is merit on both sides. I am going answer
some frequently asked questions or respond to some concerns below.

However, if anyone has additional concerns, I would be happy to
answer or find answers from qualified recognized experts in the field.

We are not receiving any benefit from this green energy; it is all
going to a private company that will be exporting to other countries!  

There will be some benefit to Nova Scotians given that the three wind
projects will produce 527 MW of green energy and the proposed green
hydrogen plant when in full production will consume 325 MW. The addi-
tional 202 MW of green energy will be available to NSP. Additionally given
that the power will be transmitted across NSP lines it is contractually stip-
ulated that during times of peak demands such as we had last winter dur-
ing the severe cold, when there were some blackouts NSP can take power
needed to fulfill their requirements to Nova Scotians.

However, it is true that the Hydrogen initially produced will most
likely be sold overseas. Early production cost of Green Hydrogen will
make it cost prohibitive for Nova Scotia rate payers. However, as the
industry grows and technology and efficiencies of scale improve there

is an expectation that those costs will be reduced. I encourage folks
to research this on the internet.

Another concern is that the two projects in Colchester North are
excessive and the landscape will be nothing but baren land and tur-
bines. The two local projects will have 74 (very Large) turbines. Those
turbines will be located on a 30,000-acre block. The proponents indi-
cated during the hearings at the Municipality, that the turbines and the
road systems used to provide access for construction will cover ap-
prox. 2800 acres. 

There is very little actual benefit to Colchester County other than
a few jobs during construction!

The Municipality will receive $3,600,000 annually in taxes. There
will be, I believe 300 plus jobs during construction and approx. 30 full
time jobs after construction. Its has been indicated the two projects
proposed for North Colchester will cost close to 1 billion. Undoubtably
the turbines themselves will be the majority of the costs. However, if
even 10% ends up going to local suppliers and contractors, that is se-
rious money!

I have spent a significant amount of time doing research on the
growth of the Hydrogen industry. Trying to understand and verify
much of what has been said. As well, I could write about the mandated
and legislative goal of 80% of the energy consumed in NS be from
green energy by 2030 and our governments plan to get there. 

However, I expect my allocated space is running out. There is still
a tremendous amount left to learn. I commit to trying to get answers
to questions you may have.

Tom Taggart, MLA, Colchester North can be reached at
tom.taggartmla@gmail.com or (O) - 902-641-2335
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