
Hugh Lyu, Wild Blueberry
Extension at Perennia Food &
Agriculture, expects the total
2023 Wild Blueberry Crop to
be around 292 million pounds,
down from 344 million
pounds in 2022. Nova Scotia
produced 38 million, down
from 57 million in 2022, but
close to the five-year average
of 44 million pounds. 

Dr. Willy Kalt presented
some interesting information
on the funding of wild blue-
berry research, noting there
have been over 430 peer-re-
viewed scientific publications
related to blueberries and
human health. The antho-
cyanin pigments, found abun-
dantly in wild blueberries, are
the focus of many studies in
health benefits including heart
health, brain health, regulation
of blood sugar, gut health and
an overall whole body meta-
bolic health…all good reasons

to incorporate a daily serving
of wild blueberries into a
healthy diet. 

Nova Scotia’s Agriculture
Minister, the Honorable Greg
Morrow stopped by the WB-
PANS meeting and com-
mended producers on their
hard work and dedication they
bring to agriculture. He noted
the importance of the industry
to Nova Scotia’s overall econ-

omy. “The wild blueberry sec-
tor is vital to our province’s
economy, to our rural commu-
nities and to our province’s
long term food security. Wild
blueberries are Nova Scotia’s
largest fruit crop. Last year
roughly 57 million pounds of
wild blueberries were har-
vested, and more than 600 pro-
ducers managed more than
38,000 acres,” said the Minis-

ter. “Wild blueberries were the
number one agri-food export
this year at more than 167 mil-
lion dollars.”

Minister Morrow talked
about expanding markets in
Japan, South Korea, Japan and
the US where free-trade agree-
ments already exist. “Our de-
partment looks forward to

working with the Wild Pro-
ducer’s Association of Nova
Scotia and engaging with our
industry partners to
strengthen the demand and
price stability for your wild
blueberries in key interna-
tional markets.” 

WBPANS hired Stiletto Con-
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Wild Blueberry Association of Nova Scotia 2023 Annual Meeting 
Photos by Linda Harrington 

Also see the
Annual General

Meeting stories on
page 11.

is proud to provide coverage of community events.
For coverage of your event contact Maurice Rees at 902-647-2968

WBPANS Executive Director
presented a gift to retiring

Director Jeff Orr. 

WBPANS Executive Director
presented a gift to retiring

Director Peter Van Dyk. 

Patricia Bishop, Polar Vortex
Outreach Coordinator with

Horticulture Nova Scotia
explains the application

process for consideration of
funding assistance.

Alice Pugsley, Chair of the
Promotion Committee gave

an update on all the
promotional activities

WBPANS has been involved
with this past year. 

Gilbert Lavoie, Forest Lavoie
Conseil joined the meeting

remotely to bring Insights on
the State of the Wild
Blueberry Market.

Carolyn Van Den Heuvel
presents the report from the
NS Federation of Agriculture. 

WBPANS President David
Harrison welcomes everyone

to the meeting.

Art Sargent stepped to the mic
to present his concerns to the

Minister Agriculture.

Peter Swinkels presented the
WBANA Canada report.

Jeff Orr presented the
Research Committee Report. 

Neil Erb presents the
proposed 2024 WBPANS

Budget.

Blueberry Producers Faced Challenging Year

continued on page 13
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