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HOMEDECORIEIMORE

Create More Closet Space Without Major Renovations

Closet space is at a premium in many homes and apart-
ments. Many older homes were not built to accommodate
large wardrobes, while rental properties are often designed
to maximize living space at the expense of storage.

Closets vary depending on the size of the home, but
many tend to be a minimum of 24 inches deep so they can
store garments without the clothes brushing against the
walls. Bedroom and hallway closets can be four feet in
length or more. Walk-in closets are the largest options, but
such spaces tend to only be available in modern homes or
custom-built properties.

It is not always practical or possible to undergo renova-
tions to create more closet space.Apart from moving to a
new residence, homeowners or renters must evaluate the
space they have and make some more efficient choices in
how they utilize available areas.

Clear out clutter
The first step to more closet space is to eliminate unused
items. Clothing that no longer fits or items that can be
stored elsewhere should be removed from the closet. Do-
nate as much as possible. Some organizations will even pick
up donations at your convenience.

Upgrade bangers and rods

Replace existing hangers with slimmer, more uniform al-
ternatives that more easily fit into your closet. In addition,
remove empty hangers, which are likely just taking up
space.

Consider dual closet rods if space will allow them. Hang
the second rod below an area reserved for shorter clothing
to achieve a two-tiered design. Grouping short items to-
gether also can free up valuable floor space.

Stack taller

Many closets are as tall as the ceilings of the rooms
where they’re located. However, the upper area may go un-
used because if it is not easy to reach. Install shelving above
the closet rod with small swing-out style cabinet doors to
offer access. In such areas, store seasonal items that you
won’t need to reach for each day. Keep a step stool close
by for easy accessibility.

In small rooms, homeowners may want to find another
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way to utilize vertical space.A loft bed, which raises the bed
up to a level where it might be on the top bunk of a bunk
bed, will free up plenty of storage space beneath the bed.
This can be turned into a floor closet.

Create storage for small items

Bookends, bins, boxes and drawers can be used to con-
tain items that don’t easily conform to closets. These may
be purses, scarves, ties, and more. Don’t overlook the pos-
sibilities of hanging items on the wall inside the closet or
on the back of closet doors.

When finishing closet makeovers, be sure to install light-
ing inside the closet so items are more visible.

Barb Baird, left, and Carolyn Ward check out some of the fine
products at the open house at Alderberry Village on November
4th. The new expansion is huge and the quality crafts, antiques,
jewelry and furniture are sure to delight at Christmas.
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Stroll through Natural Balsam Fir Trees beautifully decorated for Christmas.
Enjoy hot apple cider & gingerbread. Over 100 crafters presenting a large variety of high quality items.
$2 Admission to Craft Sale.
Two $50 Cash Prize Draws - Saturday and Sunday!
Lunch/Refreshments Available. Wheelchair Accessible. Coat/Parcel Check.
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