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New Opportunities for Wild Blueberry Industry Focus of Workshop

By Linda Harrington

Over 60 interested per-
sons attended a workshop
“Unlocking the Value of the
NS Wild Blueberry Industry”,
held a day prior to the
WBPANS AGM with a focus
on new opportunities within
the wild blueberry industry.

The interactive afternoon
provided new information,
an opportunity to discuss
and formulate ideas, a chance
to learn about options for
moving forward and how to
create new efficiencies
and/or produce new prod-
ucts.

Peter Burgess, of Perennia
suggested “within challenges
there are always opportuni-
ties”. He stated Nova Scotia
has rather unique demo-
graphics, with 1100 growers
and approximately 44,000
acres in production, there are
a significant number of small
fields managed by custom
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applicators/harvesters where
farmers have less direct con-
trol over the inputs. The var-
ied topography in the
province is another chal-
lenge.

Burgess suggested ways to
address challenges on indi-
vidual farms are by looking at
productivity, efficiency, alter-
native revenue streams, cre-
ativity and quality product.
“The solutions may be diffi-
cult but the opportunities are
there,” he said.

Peter Van Dyk gave a pres-
entation on Value Added
Products, reflecting on his
experience growing a family
business. Van Dyk’s Wild
Blueberry Juice has been
manufactured for 15 years
and is now shipped all over
the world. He suggests any-
one looking at new products
“make a high-quality product
and price it where is has to
be” and “to know where you

are selling and who you are
selling to.”

The workshop welcomed
input (via skype) from Mike
Nicholas, of Nicholas and
Knight Ltd. in the UK. He had
several suggestions for creat-
ing a clear plan of action, giv-
ing insight into the UK mar-
kets and his own experi-
ences. He suggested growers
“take control of your own
destiny”.

Dr. Eric Albert, Perennia
presented information on the
vast array of infrastructure
and services available to help
with innovation. He present-
ed a virtual tour of the
Perennia Innovation Centre
with a detailed discussion
about the services available.

Laurie Kittilsen- Director
of Programs at NSDA and
Shawn Ingraham - Senior
Policy and Planning Officer
for Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada looked at Funding
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Bill Casey, MP Cumberland-
Colchester was a guest
speaker at the WBPANS AGM
on Friday, Nov. 18th. He told
producers he understood
the challenges currently
facing the industry and said
the government is working
towards helping find
solutions.

Continued from page 1

' Provinces what better way to

d to provide coverage of community events.

support your local farmer

than to buy a local product,

that not only tastes good but
is good for you.

Peter Rideout, Executive
Director of WBPANS says the
over-supply and low price sit-
uation is very serious, but it is
not hopeless. “We have to
remember that there is great
strength in this industry. We
have a wonderful, delicious,
healthy product that we have

built markets for around the
world. Now there is an urgent
need, and an opportunity, to
grow those markets further
and to find new markets. A
concerted effort must be
applied here.”

MP Bill Casey offered his
support during a talk with
producers at the AGM.“When
wild blueberry producers do
well, the community does
well,” he said adding, “T assure
you we understand the chal-
lenges you are facing and we

Record Crops Create Marketing Challenges

are trying to find solutions.”
Minister of Agriculture
Keith Colwell added his sup-

port at the AGM Banquet,

where he was the guest
speaker. “We will work with
the industry to grow the mar-
ket. We need to find value
added products with high
returns.”

Minister Colwell has com-
pleted 4 trips to China this
past year and is encouraged
by the progress being made,
including the signing of a
major agreement with the
biggest online marketing
company.

He pledged to help come
up with funding to increase
marketing potentials for wild
blueberries and work with
producers to help solve the
problem of low price.

Locally the WBPANS pro-
motes tourism in NS while
celebrating the wild blueber-
ry during the annual Wild
Blueberry Harvest Festival.
This past year was the most
successful yet with events
showing increased atten-
dance. The Festival is held in
mid-August, with the grand
opening event at the Farmer’s
Market in Truro.

Over 300 Wild Blueberry
Producers attended the AGM
this year and many took the
opportunity to exchange
ideas and concerns with fel-
low producers and the Board.
WBPANS President Barron
Blois has grown up in the
industry and been involved
for over 60 years. He stresses

ducers to have 2 way discus-
sions with processing part-
ners. “We need a long-term
plan that puts wild blueber-
ries in front of all consumers
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for 2016. Dr. Paul Hildebrand,
retired Research Scientist
with Agriculture & Agri-Food
Canada and Dr. David
Yarborough, University of

Maine were introduced and a
formal presentation made at
the Banquet on Friday, Nov.
18th.

in not only Atlantic Canada
but all across Canada.”

Two research scientists
were inducted into the -~
WBPANS® Recognition Book =y

Pollination Services
Bumblebees
Honeybees

Fencing

Peter Rideout- WBPANS
Executive Director gave an
update on the current State

of the WB Industry.

Contact Todd Burgess
at 902-890-1193
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Jeff Robinson, Pictou County Berry, sits on the Grasshopper
berry picker at the entrance to the WBPANS AGM meeting at the
Glengarry - Truro Convention Centre. (Rees Photo)

the need for the provinces to
work together and for pro-
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Front (left to right)- Janet Geldart- Administrative Assistant, Jeff Orr- Past President, Barron Blois-
President, David Atkinson- Vice-President, Stephen Parks-Director, Jim Baillie-Industry &
Sustainability Committee Chair; Back Row (left to right)- Mark Austin- Director, Alice Pugsley-
Promotion Committee Chair, Jim Wood- Director, Art Sargent-Director, Jeff
Perrin- Director, Peter Rideout- Executive Director. Missing from photo- John Cameron- WBANA
Rep., Joe Slack- Financial Committee Chair.
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Marion Bartelt- Slmon, MK?2 Agency of Hamburg, Germany
displaces a glass jar wild blueberry product that has become
very popular in Germany while Neri Vatour- Executive Director
WBANA Canada displays a similar product modified for the UK
market. On the table in front of them are just some of the new
products containing wild blueberries.

Doug Bragg Enterprises

Honourable Keith Colwell,
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Custom Manufactured Products:

1) Mechanical Blueberry Harvester - Reel-type picking head
side mounted to a tractor; picking head follows contours
of the ground. Reduces harvesting costs as much as
50%.

2) Blueberry Gang Mower - BGM-3 Gangmower three
mower heads mounted in a staggered pattern under a tow
frame. Available with 3-foot or 4-foot mowing heads with
a cut path of 86” and 11°6” respectively.

3) Roadside Mower - Single head, side mount mower 5-foot
head. There are 25 units in operation throughout Nova
Scotia. Units are used in bush cutting operations and
roadside mowing in the State of Maine.

4) Excavator Mower - Single head, boom mount mower has
5-foot head. Head is mounted to the excavator boom
using existing bucket mounting pins enabling mower head
to mow contour of the ditches.

5) Highway Median Mower - BMM-5 median mower is a
combination of 2 mid-mount 5-foot side mowers mounted

Andre Tardiff, of JR Tardiff, shows the tough
grinding blades of the TRS1416 Stump Grinder
on display at the WBPANS AGM.

Carl Bragg (left), of Doug Bragg Enterprlses,
was on hand to discuss innovations in wild
blueberry harvesting.

Easily operated by 1-3 people.
Aluminum construction.
1/2 hp 110 volt variable speed
with 2 speed trash blower.

Able to harvest 1- 2 acres per day.

Aluminum construction with leaf

blower. 6 speed transmission with
reverse. 5.5 hp Honda engine.

Musquodoboit Valley Resource Supply Ltd.
_ Blueberry Harvester Parts

Jasper Wyman Canada Inc. produces, buys and processes fresh

wild blueberries and sells frozen wild blueberries globally. * Bearings on left and right sides of 90 HP tractor unit and 2 five-foot
* Plastic Belting heads with 1 four-foot head mounted under a tow frame
Prince Edward Island Canada faci"tv rated SUPERIOR ¢ Brushes with a total cut path of 21°6”. All heads are independently

raised and lowered.

6) DBE Electronics - We offer contract electronics
manufacturing with an emphasis on product quality and
on time delivery. Manufacturing capabilities include
electronic assembly, printed circuit boards and cable
assemblies for prototype to production run quantities. No
quantity is too large or too small.

7) Cranberry Harvester — This is the latest addition of Doug
Bragg Enterprises's lineup of custom manufactured
products. This machine is intended for dry picking 7
cranberries with as little waste as possible and with
virtually no damage to the bog. The ground pressure with
the recommended setup is less than a foot print of an
adult of average size.

.Acadlan
Machlne Works'Ltd:

* Picker Bars
* Plastic Cams
¢ Portable sawmills and
band saw blades for all mills.
* NS distributor of
HUD-SON Forest Equipment Inc.

every year from 2001!

Jasper Wyman & Son Canada "7(90Q) 882-2349

Tel: 902.961.3330 Fax: 902.961.5610
Email: hwoodward@wymans.com
WWw.wymans.com

Tignish, PEI
amw@bhbellaliant.com

Able to harvest 2-4 acres per day.

Minimum 35 hp tractor required.

Head designed for reduced losses
and berry damage.

We're Local and offer full Service!

Phone 902-568-2755
Toll Free 1-800-563-2755

WWW.mvrsns.ca

www.acadianmachine.com dan@mvrs.ns.ca
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