
By Darrell Cole
For 15 years the MV

Kipawo connected com-
munities on both sides
of the Minas Basin. 

While that connection
was severed more than
80 years ago, the ship’s
100th birthday is being
celebrated in Parrsboro
and in a pair of Annapo-
lis Valley communities
where the Kipawo made
stops between 1926 and
1941, when it was requi-
sitioned for the war ef-
fort.

“She’s a legendary ves-
sel,” said Laura Vingoe-
Cram, artistic director of
Ship’s Company Theatre
said. “She’s lived so many

lives with many career
changes over the years.
She was a ferry boat, she
served in World War Two
and then she went to
Newfoundland and was
almost forgotten. And
just when it looked as
though she had reached
the end of the line, she
started a new life as part
of a theatre company.

“In every career she’s
had she’s done the job of
connecting people
across place and across
time through her history.
It’s a physical and spiri-
tual connection. That’s
why she deserves to be
celebrated.”

The Kipawo, which

was the 33rd and final
ferry to provide service
across the Minas Passage,
was launched from Saint
John in December 1924
and commissioned into
the Dominion Atlantic
Railway in April 1926. 

Its name stands for the
first two letters of the
vessels ports of call in-
cluding Kingsport, Parrs-
boro and Wolfville. 

As tides permitted, her
sailings, that generally
took about 90 minutes,
were scheduled to con-
nect with Dominion At-
lantic passenger trains in
Kingsport and Wolfville.

After being requisi-
tioned by the Royal
Canadian Navy in 1940,
the Kipawo served in
Conception Bay, N.L.
looking after anti-subma-
rine nets and after the
war until 1977 was a pas-
senger ferry at Bell Is-
land, N.L. and a tour boat
off Terra Nova National
Park.

The Kipawo was pur-
chased in 1981 by the
Kipawo Heritage Society
of Wolfville and later by
the former town of
Parrsboro as a museum.
The vessel was beached
in a tidal inlet and in
1984 it became home of
Ship’s Company Theatre.

“We felt it was neces-
sary to celebrate what
she has done for our
community,” Vingoe-
Cram said. “The bones of
what was the Kipawo re-
main with us as part of
Ship’s Company Theatre,
but her spirit lives on in
our hearts and minds. It’s
fun to celebrate her and
her history because
there are so many stories
from when she was ferry
boat. There are people
who tell stories of how
their grandparents met
on the Kipawo, or they
wouldn’t be here if it
weren’t for the Kipawo.”

The Kip is also at the
centre of a fundraising
effort by the Ship’s Com-
pany Theatre Society,
which is selling 25 prints
of Stephen Osler’s etch-
ing of the ‘Kipawo: And
By the Merest Accident

Her Bones Were Saved.’
Osler created the image
to celebrate The Ship’s
Company Theatre’s 10th
anniversary in 1994 with
the intention that a max-
imum of 50 prints be
made. The first 25 were
printed in 1994. The final
25 have been printed
this year.  

“The Kipawo holds a
special place in the
hearts of so many resi-
dents of Cumberland
and beyond. Preserving
and celebrating its story
helps ensure future gen-
erations understand the
important role it played
in the development of
our communities and
our region,” Municipality
of Cumberland Mayor
Rod Gilroy said. “The
Kipawo has been much
more than a ferry, it has
been a symbol of the
connection between
communities on both
sides of the Minas Basin.
On behalf of the Munici-
pality of Cumberland, I
extend congratulations
to everyone who has
worked to keep the
legacy of the Kipawo
alive as we mark its
100th anniversary.”

Katherine Ryan is
managing director of the
Randall House Museum
in Wolfville, who spear-
headed the celebrations.

“We’re holding cele-
brations in each of the
three ports the Kipawo
serviced because each
port has its own story,”
Ryan said. “The Kipawo
is in Parrsboro now and
is mostly associated with
Parrsboro, but we in
Wolfville have our own
collection of artifacts
and stories and we’ve
partnered with the
Kingsport Community
Association to do some
events in connection
with events already hap-
pening. In Kingsport
that’s Gala Days, in
Wolfville it’s Mud Creek
Days and in Parrsboro it
coincided with Old
Home Week.”

Ryan said Randall
House Museum wants to

In the coming days,
Fundy Ocean Research
Centre for Energy will be
recovering 12 SUBS
(Streamlined Underwater
Buoyancy System) with
acoustic receivers in the
Minas Passage. These units
were deployed in January
2026, and require sched-
uled maintenance, battery
replacement, and data of-
floading. The SUBS will be
recovered six at a time
with six replacements to
be deployed the same day,
ensuring minimal down-
time of the receiver line.

This work will ensure they
continue to collect data in
support of research and
monitoring efforts being
conducted by FORCE and
its stakeholders in the re-
gion. 

The recovery operation
will require two days of
work in the Minas Passage
using the Nova Endeavour
from Huntley’s Diving &
Marine. If you have ques-
tions about this work, you
can reach Sandra Currie
from FORCE at: sandra.cur-
rie@fundyforce.ca or (902)
254-2510.
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FORCE Recovering 12 SUBS

Ninety-five-year-old Leoda Varner, who would’ve been 11 or 12
when the Kipawo made its last sailing from Parrsboro, cuts a

cake featuring the former ferry during its 100th birthday
celebration in Parrsboro. The cake was made by Leoda’s

daughter, Sharon Orr. 

Parrsboro Celebrates 100TH Birthday of the MV KipawoOld Home Week 2026
By Lawrence R Nicoll

The Parrsboro Lions Club has sponsored another
wonderful 4 day event, starting with a Christmas in
July parade on Wednesday, July 8th.

The heat was no deterent to the crowd of specta-
tors who came out to enjoy the parade, then made
their way to the Lions Rink for the rides and music.

Saturday is the always popular doll carriage pa-
rade, and the nightly music draws a good crowd as
well.

Now that Lawrence and his wife relocated to
Amherst a few months ago, getting to the four day
Old Home Week event meant he had to drive from
Amherst each day. Luckily, he was able to get a table
for the Lighthouse Society selling memberships and
a draw for one of his framed prints. 

Parade photos by Lawrence R Nicoll

see photos on page 3
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