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This harvester from Doug Bragg Enterprises had a larger picker
head width then seen in years past, perhaps replacing a double
head in some fields.

Several equipment displays were on hand for producers to see
what is new. These forklifts were demonstrating the ease of
moving beehives.
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Big Challenges Face Blueberry Producers

By Frank Cassidy
Special to The Shoreline
Journal

Two weeks of sun; 23C;
and a little rain before August
1.

That’s the success formula
addressed by growers during
the Wild Blueberry Producers
of Nova Scotia (WBPANYS) an-
nual Field Day July 17, cele-
brated under sunny skies and
about 25C - two thirds of the
equation.

Peter Burgess is the associ-
ation’s executive director,and
he points to industry chal-
lenges from praying for good
growing weather, a need to
think smarter, and making
huge investments in new
equipment - as well as a low
market price.

Dr. Stephen Ellis, Cumber-
land-Colchester Member of
Parliament was on hand for
the field day, and he pre-
sented several questions to
Burgess, regarding conditions

facing small blueberry pro-
ducers.

Burgess said the world
market for blueberries is
looking good. “We are seeing
sale prices and volume that’s
moving out the door is much
better than last year”

More good news is one of
the advantages Nova Scotia
has over competing produc-
ers from the eastern United
States and New Brunswick is
the relationship enjoyed with
the Dalhousie University Agri-
cultural College in Bible Hill.
“It’s one-of-a-kind research
group” that offers invaluable
expertise is all facets of the
blueberry industry. “It’s a
great relationship we have
with the AC.It’s invaluable for
us. Over the past 10 years we
have put $800,000 into re-
search and we see the re-
turn.

For example, there has
been a huge change in pro-
duction.“Where once we had

Brian Burgess, executive director of the Wild Blueberry
Producers Association of Nova Scotia, discussed some of the
challenges facing small farm producers, during the association’s
annual field day held at the Kittilsen Farm outside of Debert July
17. (Cassidy photo)

Custom Manufactured Products:

1) Mechanical Blueberry Harvester - Reel-type picking head

side mounted to a tractor; picking head follows contours
of the ground. Reduces harvesting costs as much as
50%.

2) Blueberry Gang Mower - BGM-3 Gangmower three

mower heads mounted in a staggered pattern under a tow \

frame. Available with 3-foot or 4-foot mowing heads with
a cut path of 8’6" and 11'6” respectively.

Doug Bragg Enterprises

112 Bragg Road, Collingwood NS BOM 1EO
PH: 902-686-3355; Fax: 686-3898
www.dbe.ca

1,500 to 2,000 pounds per
acre, now we are up to
12,000 pounds,” Burgess said.

In 2024, change is the key
to success in blueberry grow-
ing, as in any other farming
business.“It’s not easy,” but at
the same time,“although it’s a
bit stressful, it'’s open to pos-
sibilities it's a great
lifestyle,” he said to Dr. Ellis.

The blueberry industry in
Cumberland-Colchester is a
vital one.

Thousands of acres of land
are dedicated to growing the
‘wild’ variety, most of which
is, following early August har-
vest, frozen and exported
around the world.

Dr. Ellis was also im-
pressed with 21st Century
machinery such as computer-
ized harvesters and spraying
equipment, that has in-
creased production capacity
enormously. “What really
caught my eye was a $50,000
experimental drone sprayer
that can self-adjust its height
above the terrain below, as it
speedily disperses pest con-
trols across a blueberry field.
And then there is A, and cam-
eras that can detect weed
growth!”

Chef Alain Bosse, caterer to
the annual Wild Blueberry
Producers Association of
Nova Scotia, and Dr. Stephen
Ellis, Member of Parliament
for Cumberland-Colchester
‘stirred the pot’ of blueberries
in preparation for a variety of
desserts at the association’s
annual field day held at the
Kittilsen Farm outside of
Debert July 17.
(Cassidy photo)

Millen Farms

80 Little Dyke Road
RR 1 Great Village

Fresh Local Strawberries
» IN STORES NOW!

Masstown Market & Sobeys!
Support Local Producers

902-662-3848

Also find at

3) Roadside Mower - Single head, side mount mower 5-foot
head. There are 25 units in operation throughout Nova
Scotia. Units are used in bush cutting operations and
roadside mowing in the State of Maine.

4) Excavator Mower - Single head, boom mount mower has
5-foot head. Head is mounted to the excavator boom
using existing bucket mounting pins enabling mower head
to mow contour of the ditches.

5) Highway Median Mower - BMM-5 median mower is a
combination of 2 mid-mount 5-foot side mowers mounted
on left and right sides of 90 HP tractor unit and 2 five-foot
heads with 1 four-foot head mounted under a tow frame
with a total cut path of 21'6”. All heads are independently
raised and lowered.

6) DBE Electronics - We offer contract electronics
manufacturing with an emphasis on product quality and
on time delivery. Manufacturing capabilities include
electronic assembly, printed circuit boards and cable
assemblies for prototype to production run quantities. No
quantity is too large or too small.

7) Cranberry Harvester — This is the latest addition of Doug
Bragg Enterprises's lineup of custom manufactured
products. This machine is intended for dry picking
cranberries with as little waste as possible and with
virtually no damage to the bog. The ground pressure with
the recommended setup is less than a foot print of an
adult of average size.

JR Tardif, a leader in flail mower technology designed for blueberry fields in the Maritimes, had
samples of machinery on display at the annual Wild Blueberry Producers of Nova Scotia
(WBPANS) 2015 Field Day.

JR Tardif is a leader in flail mower technology designed for the Maritime Provinces blue-
berry fields. We have responded to customer’s requests for a 54" flail mower to fit onto 25
hp tractors. We work with you to increase the vield from each acre, fill in bare spots and
help make you more money. We can also supply you with chopper mowers, ToolPost
Puller mower, stump grinder, flail mowers and now flail movers for compact tractors.

For a demonstration or more information call Jean-Marc Savoie 506337-4113 or

For demonstrations or more fl"]f()]'f'?'l(m()n contact:

62, Cartier Boulevard, Riveriere-du-Loup, PQ G5R 6B2
Ph: 418-862-7273; Fax: 418-862-7390
E-mail: info@jrtardif.com WwWw: www,jrtardif.com
Maritime Province’s contact: Jean-Marc Savoie
Ph: 506-344-5793; Cell: 506-337-41 13; Fax; 506-344-5689
E-mail: jeanmarce@jrtardif.com
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