
By Linda Harrington
The first organizational

meeting for Debert Fire
Brigade took place on March
19th, 1972 with 15 men in at-
tendance. The first slate of
Officers was: Chief- Ronald
Totten, Deputy- Ronald Hoyt,
Captain- Wendell Barnhill,
Treasurer- Aubrey Gamble,
Secretary- Ken Spence and
Chaplain- Rev. Dunfield.

A community canvas re-
sulted in $3405 in cash and
$720 pledged. The first truck,
a 1951 International L 180
Series Chassis equipped with
LaFrance pump, was pur-
chased from Windsor Fire
Dept for $3000. The Debert
Community Council gave
permission for the use of a
building at the rear of their
property as a Hall. Dues were
set at $2 per year. Drivers
were appointed in May, 1972-
Everett Totten, Peter Black,
Frank MacMichael, Wendell
Barnhill, Victor Gillie. Fire Po-
lice appointed- Jim Hanes-
Lieutenant, Raymond Davis,
Doug Slack, Royce Totten,
Earl Chisholm and Gerald Pa-
triquin.

The Debert Fire Brigade
Auxiliary was formed in May,
1972. Local Telephone Oper-
ator, Elva Geldart agreed to
notify firefighters in case of
fires. 

In November, the decision
was made to levy a fire tax of
10 cents per $100 to cover
operational expenses. Price
of helmets was $13.60, boots-
$20.90, coats- $24-$30, with
liner $46.

The most serious of the
nine calls in 1972 was the

Salt Silo in East Mines with
$10,000 in damage.

A raffle was held on an
afghan made by Mrs. Altie
Geldart and a quilt by Mrs.
Mildred Newton, raising a
total of $6, 345.66. Expendi-
tures were $4,939.03.

Charter Members are orig-
inal members who had con-
tinuous membership in the
Debert Fire Brigade  from
1972-1982. Frank
MacMichael, Ed Hingley and
Royce Totten were present at
the Anniversary and Ted Tot-
ten was unable to attend.
Charter members who have
passed away are Wendell
Barnhill, Raymond Davis,
Dave Forman and Howard
Geldart. Charter Members are
also Life Time Members and
in addition there have been
three Life Time Members-
Paul Forman (deceased),
Randy Barnhill (retired and
unbale to attend), Bob Davis
(retired and present).

Honorary Memberships
are bestowed to people who
were never Brigade mem-
bers, but have made huge
contributions to the Brigade
and the work it does. Hon-
orary members include
George Hingley, Altie Geldart,
William Beal, Sid & Lil Mc-
Cully, Everett & Jeannie Mc-
Cully. This year, for the first
time in the 50-year history of
the Brigade, a non-resident of
Debert was awarded an hon-
orary membership. The new
Honorary Member was Dr.
Robert Strang, Chief Medical
Officer of Nova Scotia who
was the NS Dept. Of Health
lead communicator on mat-

ters related to the pandemic
since 2020, providing daily
updates for many months. 

Former Fire Chiefs pres-
ent at the Anniversary were
Wade Jennings and Ed Hing-
ley, and those unable to at-
tend were Aubrey Gamble,
Ron Hoyt and Ted Totten. 

Fire Marshall Doug
MacKenzie presented
Provincial Service Awards to
Shane Slack (25-Year Medal,
35-Year Bar), Randy Barnhill
(25-Year Medal, 10-Year Bar),
Don Geldart (25-Year
Medal), Rob Stone (25-Year
Medal), Wade Jennings (25-
Year Medal) and Eric Barnhill
(25-Year Medal).

5-Year Service Awards
were awarded to Charlie
Hepburn, Charles Moore,
Dakota Lockhart and Rodney
Hampton; 10-Year Service
Awards – Michael Hepburn,
Adam Thomas, Colin Jen-

nings, Gordon Shipley;  15-
Year Service Award- Brandon
Slack; 20-Year Service Award-
Gordon Myers, Derek Lock-
hart; 25-Year Service Awards-
Don Geldart; 30- Year Service
Award- Wade Jennings and
35-Year Service Award-
Shane Slack.

Most Improved Fire
Fighter 2020 was awarded to
Peter Dellewell. Most Im-
proved Fire Fighter for 2021
was awarded to Andrew Tot-
ten.

Fire Fighter of the Year
Award for 2020 was awarded
to Ian Jennings. Fire Fighter
of the Year Award for 2021
was awarded to Peter
Dellewell. 

Fire Officer of the Year
Award for 2020 was awarded
to Gordie Shipley. Fire Offi-
cer of the Year Award for
2021 was awarded to Adam
Thomas.
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Dear Debert’s Fire Brigade,  

I would like to thank each and every volunteer
firefighter for serving our communities so selflessly and
bravely. Your work is an essential service that keeps our
communities safe and protected.   

Congratulations on achieving your 50th anniversary of
service – this is an immense accomplishment that does
not go unnoticed.   

I wish you all the best going forward.   

Yours truly,   

Dr. Stephen Ellis  Member of Parliament for Cumberland-Colchester

4-Page Feature

Past Debert Fire Chief Wade Jennings(left) and current Chief
Shane Slack(right) present Dr. Robert Strang, Chief Medical

Officer, Province of Nova Scotia with a plaque commemorating
his honorary membership in the Debert Fire Brigade, the first

non-resident to obtain the designation at a motion approved on
March 8th, 2022.

Debert Fire Brigade Celebrates 50TH Anniversary

Fire Marshall Doug MacKenzie presents Chief Shane Slack with a
lovely plaque in honour of the 50th Anniversary of Debert Fire

Brigade.

This paper is supplied to everyone in the
Debert area by the Shoreline Journal.  

Enjoy your community newspaper!
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