Joy Laking Expresses Concern Qver Doctor Replacement

In addition to be an acclaimed
artist, who calls Portaupique
home, Joy Laking has always
devoted a lot of energy and
time for the betterment of
West Colchester. Her concerns
about the status of finding a
replacement for two retiring
doctors at the Bass River
Medical Clinic caused her to
post the following on her
Facebook Page.

The Shoreline Journal is
reprinting her posting with
permission.

I have lived in Portaupique
for over forty years. Since we
heard eighteen months ago
that our doctor Karen Ewing
will be retiring in September
2020, we have been on the
government list for a new
family doctor.

I have heard that Bass
River might be getting a fam-
ily doctor from England, how-
ever I also heard that he
won’t come here during
covid as he intends to work
both here and in England
coming for a month and then
returning to England to work.
As an extra doctor, this might
be feasible but as our only
family doctor, this is not
doable as we would probably
loose the medical clinic and
it’s staff and the drug store.As
well, the covid reality may be
with us for a long time mak-
ing this an impossibility for
the next several years.

Everyone needs a family
doctor. We in this area are es-
pecially vulnerable because
as soon as there is no doctor,
the drug store will likely have
to close.Also we are under a
huge amount of stress be-

cause of the recent mass
shooting. If we do not have a
new full time family doctor
before September 2020, then
I ask that a locum position be
filled. Ideally, a new family
doctor, would also come with
some regular mental health
resources, such as a collabo-
rative practice with a social
worker, nurse practitioner or
a weekly clinic with a mental
health specialist.

As tax payers, do we pay
anything towards medical
school? If so, then I feel that
this should require, new doc-
tors to work where ever they
are sent in the province, for a
period of time. It is up to the
government to pay accept-
able salaries and to have
enough of a budget that we
all can have a family doctor.
This should not be handled
by a third party like MSI that
is required to cut costs or
that spends money trying to
insinuate that doctors are not
working hard enough. Our
doctors are invaluable and
need to be respected and ad-
equately reimbursed.

In the past couple of
years, I have personally met
three doctors that could not
get a billing license in Nova
Scotia. One was a cardiologist
from the Mayo Clinic who re-
located to Liverpool.There is
no cardiology between
Yarmouth and Halifax and
she could only get a billing
number if she worked in Hal-
ifax.Another one was a young
Nova Scotian who graduated
from medical school in Ire-
land because he could not get
a spot at Dalhousie. When he
graduated he couldn’t find
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UNESCO Approves GeoPark

Continued from page 1
Organization, for their ex-
ceptional geological heritage.
Being designated a Geopark
means having the ability to
mobilize local stakeholders to
preserve unique geological
sites and educate visitors
about them. Geoparks also
play a leading role in fostering
high  quality, sustainable
tourism and contributing to
the vitality of local economies.
As inhabitants of the coasts
of the Cliffs of Fundy UNESCO
Global Geopark for more than
11,000 years, the Mi’kmaq

were the area’s first geologists.
With more than 40 geosites
across 125 km, visitors can dis-
cover the Earth’s incredible
natural history, the world’s
highest tides, Canada’s oldest
dinosaur fossils, and magnifi-
cent landscapes steeped in
Mi’kmagq legends, tales and cul-
ture, Acadian traditions, and a
dynamic arts and food culture.

More complete coverage
and details about the an-
nouncement are contained in
the pages of South Cumber-
land News elsewhere in this
issue.

anyone to supervise his resi-
dency here and had to return
to Ireland to do it. He is now
in family practice there.The
third is a family doctor from
Great Village who graduated
from Dalhousie Medical
School. He worked his career
in the USA so that he could
have a shorter work week
and more family time. Re-
cently he wanted to get a
billing number here so that
he could come back home to
Nova Scotia and work a few
days a week in our area. It
was denied and he is now
practicing in British Colum-
bia.A friend of mine knows of
two other cases where doc-
tors were denied billing num-
bers. One was a full time local
doctor who wanted to transi-
tion into retirement by work-
ing part time and having
another doctor work full
time. This was made so im-
possible by MSI such that he
retired full stop with out giv-
ing himself or his patients
this transition. The other was
a neurologist from the
Ukraine who moved to
Canada with her partner and
couldn’t get a billing number
in Nova Scotia and so she
went back to University to
become something else.

I want to know just what
steps are being taken to en-
sure that we have at least one
full time family doctor in Bass
River in September. If we
don’t have such a replace-
ment effective September
2020, then I would like to be
assured that we will have a
full time locum doctor until
we do have a replacement.

Continued from page 1

the individuals completing
this were professionals in the
field and sworn to confiden-
tiality. We inquired as to the
cost of purchasing the elec-
tronic medical records system
and then transferring the cur-
rent records to the electronic
system. Nearly $50,000, but
the health dept would pay
$12,000, the society commit-
ted $10,000 and we are work-
ing on finding additional
financial support.

Our society made the deci-
sion to hire locally and com-
plete in house. That process
has started, however we have
been advised the Provincial
money is not available unless
we have a Dr on contract for
at least 9 months. Our commit-
tee has determined that it is
critical patients who have
used this clinic over the years
must have their records se-
cured.We continue to work on
this and search for funding.

We are currently in what I
believe is a crisis! Today we
will be sending letters to both
the Northern Region Dr re-
cruitment officer and MLA
Karen Casey asking for an im-
mediate emergency meeting
to assist and direct us how to
move forward from here.

We understand that Doctor
Recruitment is a challenge in
Nova Scotia. We understand
Covid provides additional
challenges. However we also
understand that Doctors con-
tinue to be recruited to other
communities across Nova Sco-
tia even while we work thru
Covid.We need help in under-
standing what is so different
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“This has been a Beauracratic Nightmare”

here. We have an available
turnkey clinic, enabling a doc-
tor to walk in and go to work.
We have a rural community

that has supported this clinic,

for 40 years. We have a drug
store attached and a clinic that
prior to Covid permitted
blood collection, seniors foot

care and a massage therapist,

yet we still struggle.

The purpose of this long
winded update is to inform
the public the work that has
been done and the challenges
we are facing. We need your
voice. You must ensure that
Government  officials are
aware of how important it is
that our communities receive
their support.

Canada’s Top Seafood Restaurant

INSIDE DINING PLUS TAKE-OUT!

88 Esplanade
Truro, NS
902-895-1275

Everyday
11 am to 7 pm

www. murphysfishandchips.ca
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e Hand Scissoring
* Poodles a Specialty)

44 Philip Street, Truro
902-890-2527

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
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OPEN FOR BUSINESS

¢ Guitars * Keyboards
¢ Accessories * Amps featuring THR Series
Dealer for Yamaha Guitars

REGULAR HOURS
Monday-Saturday 10-5
Sunda Closed

‘Cavanaugh X Son
_ Excavating LTD

Sml&GraveI Truckmg Excavating ° Dozer

902-895- 9787 902-890-6430

333 Laybolt Road Ext

OPEN FOR BUSINESS

«“Medicine
Shoppeé

PHARMATLY

(902) 893-3500 = .

REGULAR HOURS IN EFFECT

Truro Mall » 245 Robie St., Unit B2
www.medicineshoppe.ca
\ HOURS: M-F 9am - 5pm, Sat. 9am - 1pm

HEAT YOUR HOME FOR LESS

SAVE MONEY ON YOUR HEATING

BILL WITH TIME-OF-DAY RATES

FROM NOVA SCOTIA POWER!
FINANCING AVAILABLE THROUGH NS POWER

& sTEFFEs S

Efficiency NS is offering rebates
on ETS HEATERS [conditions apply).

MAYNARD SIMPSON ELECTRIC!
902.897.7859

s OPEN FOR BUSINESS 4

Millen Farms

80 Little Dyke Road
RR #1 Great Village

Fresh Berries!
Arriving in your local store.
“Thank you for shopping local”

902-662-3848

IN THESE DIFFICULT TIMES
PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL ECONOMY

Italian Leather Market - HOME OF QUALITY

. Women's Sandals
w New brand safEty
0 from .ff:a.’y BOOtS
T ; Lightwight, great
comforr with "

all the safety
features.

AVVearhouse

’(,WW;“‘* Exclusive to
Nova Scotia

152 Esplanade, Truro
902-940-1703

WILL-KARE PAVING

OPEN FOR BUSINESS |

Our office door is closed but we are open for business.

902-897-7283

www.willkarepaving.ns.ca
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