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‘Black Lives Matter’ Event Held in Truro Great Village Legion

By Erin Dorrington
Myself, Erin Dorrington,
Amanda Green & Audriana
Smith came together to create
the Truro BLM event. We
didn’t expect to get the response from people that we
did. The community really
came together to help with a
lot of things such as water,
masks, band-aids, banners,
tshirts, etc. We were not only
marching for a response to
what happened to George
Floyd but also marching to
help stop police brutality and
racism right here in Canada.
I’ve lived all over Canada and
have witnessed racism and police brutality numerous times,
sad to say mostly right here in

Awards Bursaries

Truro. I’ve personally had my
own english teacher right here
at Truro Jr. High school make
the whole class read a book
“The Underground to Canada”
with the “n” word in it and she
stated she wanted everyone to
feel comfortable with reading
it aloud. When I spoke up on
how I felt on people saying
the “n” word and how I wasn’t
comfortable, my desk was
turned to the corner to face
the wall as my white peers
stumbled over the word. I was
probably less then 14 years
old. To have to try and understand this -- it’s ridiculous. I’ve
seen the police use excessive
force many many times where
it wasn’t needed, all because

The ‘Black Lives Matter’ parade makes its way down Prince Street
in Truro on June 13. Organizers expected up to 300 participants
but were delighted to have over 1000 in attendance.
Photos by Porter and Erin Dorrington.
of the colour of skin. This has
and was backed up on Prince
been going on for far too long,
Street. It was such a surreal &
100’s and 100’s of years.
overwhelming moment for me
We had over 1000 people
to see how many people came
out to the march when we
to stand in solidarity.
originally only expected 300.
The event lasted about 4
We chanted “no justice no
hours, having dancers, various
peace, no racist police” as well
speakers, singers, spoken word
as “Black Lives Matter” and a
and more.
few more telling the crowd to
We had guest speakers in“say his name” (George Floyd)
cluding Tracy Dorrington-Skinor “say her name” (Regis) the
ner, Lynn Jones, El Jones, Corey
late Queen from Ontario.
Write, Raymond Tynes and
The march started at the
more.
TAAC grounds where Tracey
I personally also did a short
Dorrington Skinner poured a
activity with the crowd to
libation to our ancestors. The
help better see what white
parade then went our Golf
privilege looked like as well as
Street and down Prince to the
sang a song on police brutality
Civic Square. The march
called “Run Run” which points
started out under grey skies
out facts on the police being a
and it eventually ended up
threat to our people, shouting
raining on and off, pretty heavout Mike Brown and Trayvon
ily at some periods.
Martin.
When we got to the Civic
El Jones closed the event
Square, in front of the library,
with a beautiful spoken word
the crowd was still marching
piece.

is proud to provide
coverage of
community events.

In past years when the
Great Village Legion awards
several annual bursaries, it is
done in a special ceremony at
the branch, but because of
CoVid-19 pandemic a public
ceremony was not possible.
Normally it would have been
included with the June meeting before the summer break.
Due to COVID-19 it was
not possible to convene a
meeting. As a result a card and
cheque has been sent to all recipients.
The bursary winners are to
be congratulated on their academic achievements for 2020.
Everyone wished them all the
best as they continue on their
journey. They are as follows
and their chosen institution
follows their name: April Anne
Sharpe, Dalhousie; Ella Gunn,
St. Francis Xavier; Grace Con-

nell, Mt. Saint Vincent;
Madyson Pugsley, Dalhousie;
Gabriel Tremblay, University of
New Brunswick, and Madelyn
Phillips, Dalhousie.
Information was provided by:
James Johnson,
Secretary/Service Officer,
Cobequid Branch #72, The Royal
Canadian Legion, Great Village

