
By Maurice Rees
Several years of extremely

high volume harvests which
outpaced export sales is the
primary reason blueberry
producers are facing a period
of extremely low prices. Until
inventory and export sales are
adjusted most producers say
they will lose money on every
pound of berries harvested.

Years of emphasis on pro-
duction with plenty of
research, and technological
improvements producers
across the region have seen
record production in excess
of 300-million pounds for the
Maritimes and neighbouring
State of Maine, not including
Quebec.

However the 2017 harvest
is expected to be lower than
2016 as a result of cool, wet
and poor pollination weather
at the appropriate time. It’s
hard to forecast with preci-
sion, but extension workers
are suggesting yields might be
down 20-25% across the
region.

Historically, New
Brunswick’s annual harvest
has been 40-50-Million
pounds, but with exceptional-
ly good growning season, over
82-Million pounds were har-
vested in 2016. Producers in
Maine, PEI and Nova Scotia
raked in higher volumes in
2016, but not the same rate of
increase as NB.

To provide a market
update, Peter Rideout,
Executive Director, WBPANS
called up extension special-
ists to come to the micro-
phone to provide their best
guess. Chris Jordan, PEI
Agriculture explained that
cool weather, winds and rain
hampered the bees ability to
pollinate at the right time, so
as a result production is
expected to be down this
year.

Michel Melanson, NB
Agriculture speaking on

behalf if his industry said last
year’s bumper crop in excess
of 82-Million pounds up from
an average of 40-50-Million
pounds will not be reached
this year. His best guess, for
the variety of reasons includ-
ing poor weather, possibility
some fields have been taken
out of production, is the 2017
harvest will probably be in
50+-Million pounds.

In a newspaper story pub-
lished June 12, 2017 by The
Associated Press and the
Portland Press Herald, Dr
David Yarborough, Wild
Blueberry Specialist at
University of Maine in Orono,
it was reported: “Wild blue-
berries are a Maine tradition
on par with lobsters and light-
houses, but prices to farmers
have plunged from nearly a
dollar a pound in 2011 to
around 25 to 30 cents per
pound last year. Maine, the
largest wild blueberry-pro-
ducing state in the nation, hit
its five-year average of 93 mil-
lion pounds last summer.”

Dr Yarborough told pro-
ducers at the Maritime
Provinces field day on July 15
in Colllingwood Maine’s 2016
production exceeded 110-
Million pounds. However he
anticipates 2017 production
to drop 20-25%.

Canada and Maine, the
U.S.’s sole significant wild
blueberry state, have both
churned out high levels of the
crop in recent years,
Yarborough said. The two
jurisdictions produced 400
million pounds of wild blue-
berries last year, Yarborough
said. The norm is around 250
million pounds, he said.
Regardless of the size of this
summer’s crop, prices are
unlikely to surge back to high-
er levels quickly, Yarborough
added.

The Portland Press Herald
report also stated, “The U.S.
Department of Agriculture

stepped in last year and allot-
ted up to $13 million to buy
surplus Maine blueberries and
help stabilize prices. But
excess supply remains”.

Chris Jordan PEI
Department of Agriculture
and Fisheries, Extension
Specialist informed producers
attending the Colllingwood
event, PEI’s 2016 production
was in the vicinity of 34-
Million pounds. He added it’s
hard to guess, but a 2017 har-
vest of 30-Million pounds is
expected.

Perriana blueberry special-
ist, Peter Burgess’ comments
on the 2017 Nova Scotia har-
vest were similar to NB’s,
Melanson and PEI’s, Jordan
that last year was an extreme-
ly high bumper crop. Similarly
to NB and PEI he anticipates a
lower yield this year.

Dr Yarborough, concluded
his comments by mentioning
even though Maine, the
Maritimes and Quebec pro-
duced around 400-Million
pounds in 2016, he antici-
pates 2017 to come in slightly
less than 300-Million.
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• Fertilizer

• Lawn & Garden Seed

• Pesticides

• Agro-K Micronutrients

• DEKALB Corn & Soybeans

• Mapleseed & Pickseed

• Silage Plastic & Twine

• Field Mapping

Locally Owned and 
Operated

Open to home owners for
all your lawn and garden
needs.

Certified Crop Advisors on
staff to help you!

Pictou County, Nova Scotia
Tel: (902) 926-2106  Fax: (902) 926-2244

Cell: (902) 396-7110
email: tgmacsales@live.com

T.G. Mac Sales Ltd.

NEW!
• FAE Fixed tooth Mini

Mulchers now available.
• Fits all brands of Excavators

from 5 to 12 ton.
• Ideal for small jobs, trails

and roadside work.

• CMI & FAE Mulching Equipment
• Asian Tractor Parts
• Fabric Buildings
• Tillers, Bush Mowers, Rear Blades
• Doppstadt Grinders/Shredders
• PTO Backhoes (for all size tractors)
• Calcium & Magnesium

CALL TODAY FOR A PRICE!

NEW!

Maritime Blueberry 2017 Production to Drop

An assortment of equipment was on display for producers to inspect at the 2016 PEI Field Day. (Submitted)

There was lots of shade for producers to visit the displays
set up inside the building. (Submitted)

An assortment of food awaited visitors to PEI’s 2016 Wild
Blueberry Producers field day. (Submitted)

Prince Edward Island’s 
2016 Wild Blueberry Producers Field Day

IMAGES FROM THE
Maritime Wild Blueberry Producers 
First Field Day Event - July 15, 2017

Dan McDonald chats with a customer at the Musquodoboit
Valley Resource Supply booth. (Rees Photo)

This photo shows a rear view of the CKD Fabricators
harvester. Note that the right side of the tractor has dual

tires. (Rees Photo)

Acadian Machine Works, Tignish, PEI, brought along some
larger processing equipment, which remained on the trailer.

The company continues to be a supporter and sponsor of
field day events throughout the Maritimes. (Rees Photo)

With the 2017 field day held at Doug Bragg Enterprises,
Collingwood is was a great opportunity for the company to
display a variety of the used harvesters and tractors, which

are ready for immediate sale. (Rees Photo)
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