Colchester Council’s Statement on Respect for Diversity

By Mayor Christine Blair

The County of Colchester
embraces — and is made bet-
ter by — the diversity of its
people.

As Mayor, on behalf of the
Council of Colchester, I make
this affirmation of deep com-
mitment to equality and gen-
uine inclusion on the very
unfortunate occasion of reports
of allegations that some of our
own Councillors may have vio-
lated these principles by ex-
pressing abhorrent views.

Council will not tolerate
discrimination nor incitement
of hatred toward anyone
based on any of the character-
istics set out in the Nova Sco-
tia Human Rights Act. It is the
duty of all elected representa-
tives to be exemplary in their
conduct. Each of us must in-
form ourselves about and
make welcome our diverse cit-
izens to be able to fully repre-
sent our communities. Each of
us must be accountable for
our conduct.

Council is extremely disap-
pointed about this situation.

Colchester Mayor
Christine Blair
Voicing prejudice is certainly
not acceptable conduct. On
the rare occasion when issues
of decorum have arisen, we
have acted quickly to correct
situations so that our culture
of Municipal governance con-
tinues to be one of accounta-

bility and dignity.

We are taking these matters
very seriously. While we know
that we need to carefully con-
sider the validity of allegations
through a fair process, just the
possibility of these harmful

ideas being expressed has
caused injury to those who ex-
perience discrimination all too
often.

For that reason, I have
reached out to Chief Bob
Gloade to express Colchester’s
sincere commitment to a re-
spectful and positive relation-
ship between the people of
Millbrook and Colchester
County.

Our desire is to work col-
laboratively as equal partners
developing a prosperous and
welcoming community. Addi-
tionally, I have expressed this
same message in conversation
with Dr. Don Julien, Executive
Director of the Confederacy of
Mainland Mi’kmagq.

In the coming days, I will
also meet with local Islamic
leaders to convey our concern
about the allegations and to
express our gratitude for their
long-time and continuing pres-
ence as part of our communi-
ties.

A special meeting of Colch-
ester Council has been con-
vened to make sure that our

entire Council reaffirms and
embodies the vital values of
human rights that Canada es-
pouses. We will further edu-
cate ourselves so that we are
aware of the impact of words
and we will bolster our cur-
rent policies to
ensure the highest level of
ethical standards and
processes of compliance are
put in place and implemented.
To those who face discrim-
ination of any sort within
Colchester County, we want
you to know that we are deter-
mined to fight for a just com-
munity where you are valued.
Each of us must strive for un-
derstanding and acceptance of
others. Blatant abuses of this
standard will be stopped, but
let us also work toward elimi-
nating even the subtler forms
of racism and exclusion by ed-
ucation and actions.
Communities of caring and
diversity: this is the vision we,
especially those in leadership,
all must pursue. This is who
the communities of Colch-
ester County will be.
Press release was issued at 3:57
pm, on Thursday, July 20, 2017

What are

By Maurice Rees

Even though councillors
have been on holiday during
the month of July, the Shore-
line Journal reached out to the
Colchester Councillors since
news of Doug MacInnes’ letter
of resignation was made pub-
lic on July 18th. Not contacted
were Councillors Taggart,
Gibbs, recently resigned coun-
cillor, Doug Maclnnes and
Mayor Christine Blair. She had
made several comments, and
also issued a statement on be-
half the municipality, which is
published in its entirety else-
where in this issue.

From the first article ap-
pearing in Frank Magazine in
its issue which was available
on newsstands on July 11th,
and then the first major local
story in the Truro Daily News
on July 18th announcing Doug
MacInnes had submitted a let-
ter of resignation on July 17th
citing the story has gained a
lot of traction.

Being a monthly, the Shore-
line Journal is normally behind
the faster paced daily, radio, tel-
evision and social news activ-
ity. In this special report we
are attempting to summarize
how wide-spread the story has

the Councillors

become from July 18th until
July 22nd. During the week of
July 17th, the Truro Daily News
(TDN) had major stories each
day for the remainder of the
week; the Chronicle Herald
published a similar version to
the TDN story on July 19th and
Truro based radio stations Big
Dog and Cat County also had
comprehensive coverage. CBC
Radio News, Halifax ran sev-
eral news segments, plus a
voice-over with Mayor Chris-
tine Blair followed by a
lengthy  interview  with
Stephane Simonsen in the af-
ternoon of July 21st. Simonsen
is the lady who overheard al-
leged racist remarks and
posted data on her Facebook
Page later that evening. CBC’s
interview with her was broad-
cast on radio between the
4:35 and 4:58 time slot on the
afternoon of July 21st.

The story was the top story
on CBC News Nova Scotia
website on the evening of July
21st, even surpassing Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau and
family of three children’s visit
to Shelburne and Keji Park be-
fore leaving for Halifax for a
fund raiser and the Prime Min-
ister’s participation in the Gay

[]
Saying?
Pride Parade in Halifax on July
22nd.As of midnight July 21st,
we are unable to detect any
broadcasts on ATV..

Here is what each of the
councillors had to say, when
contacted by the Shoreline
Journal between July 20th and
July 22nd:

Eric Boutilier - District 1

I've been on council less
than a year. What has hap-
pened is unfortunate. I'm look-
ing forward to the meeting on
August 2nd, so I can hear both
sides. Other than that I have
no comment.

Bill Masters - District 2

As of press time, Deputy
Mayor, Bill Masters was not
available for comment.

Geoff Stewart - District 3

I've just returned from va-
cation and I haven’t checked
all my emails. Even if I had, I
would not make any comment
or think about making a deci-
sion until I heard all the facts.
I need to hear both sides, then
I can make a decision. I will
not even make a comment on
a“what if scenario?”.

Mike Cooper - District 4

It was the weekend voice
messages were left for Coun-
cillor Cooper. As a result we

were not able to get his com-
ments.
Karen MacKenzie - District 6

Nobody has been able to
tell me who said what. Until T
know who said what I can’t
make a comment or decision.
I hope details will be forth-
coming at the August 2nd
meeting.
Michael Gregory-District 7

I've been away and busy
and I haven’t checked all my
emails. It’s very sad. In fact, I
would not make any com-
ment. [ would leave it up to
the Mayor to comment on be-
half of council. I look forward
to discussing when council
has the opportunity to meet.
Ron Gavanaugh - District 8

“I find it very shocking”. I
am just getting in from a hot
long day.I have not read all my
emails about it, but it’s a very
sad situation.I haven’t been in
contact with other members
of council. It’s not for me to
say what others should do,but
I hope everyone does what is
right.
Wade Parker - District 11

I've been adamant about
this since the beginning. I am
not going to make any com-
ments until we are able to
meet as a council and I can
learn all the facts.

Maclnnes Cites “Rac1sm as The Reason

By Maurice Rees

It’s a moral decision on my
part, I can’t be associated with
racism”, is the reason Doug
Maclnnes wrote a letter of resig-
nation and handed it to Rob Si-
monds, Colchester’s CAO on
Monday, July 17th. He was refer-
ring to a late April Facebook
posting by Stephane Simonsen
in which she alleged two Colch-
ester Councillors made during a
conversation with a third male
in a downtown Truro restaurant.

Simonsen’s posting, which is
printed elsewhere indicated
three things were mentioned, in-
cluding a threat against Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau; treating
the K’urhan as hate speech and
mosques should be burned.

The Shoreline Journal spoke
to Maclnnes this week after his
resignation letter was published
onTuesday, July 18th, but he was
adamant he would not name or
identify the two councillors in-
volved in the restaurant meeting
and that the racist overtones
were not representative of other
members of council.

According to MacInnes his
intolerance of racism has been

Colchester District 5
Councillor Lloyd Gibhs
festering for about three years
with a variety of racial com-
ments that he has heard, wit-
nessed the most recent incident
was the final straw. I just can’t

take it anymore”, he said.
Several members of the
media, and the councillors Tom
Taggart and Lloyd Gibbs have ad-
mitted they had a meeting in a
restaurant with Debert resident,
B. J. Tan. Sources say the three
meet regularly, almost on a
monthly basis.Taggart and Gibbs
have denied making any racist
comments. ‘I said absolutely

nothing that anybody could at-
tribute to, as being racist,” Tag-
gart said, but he has admitted to
making a derogatory comment
about First Nations. (See sepa-
rate story).

Gibbs is quoted as saying, ad-
mitted to “I have Muslim friends,”
he said.“T do not hate the Muslim
people ... I never said anything
about the Muslim people. He de-
nies making any racist com-
ments during the restaurant
meeting. However, he does admit
to speaking out against Sharia
Law because for his distaste for
it. Since the story broke on July
18th, Gibbs has constantly de-
nied making any racist com-
ments against Muslim people.

While he admits he did talk
about his distaste for Sharia law
itself, his position was not
against Muslims themselves.

The Shoreline Journal has
not spoke to B.].Tan about the
restaurant meeting, but in the
July 18th Truro Daily News story,
Tan was mentioned in that he
disagrees with the Liberal gov-
ernment’s immigration policy as
it applies to Muslims. But he said
that is only in reference to those

who do not agree with uphold-
ing the Canadian constitution.

“I don’t agree with the im-
portation of Muslims who em-
brace the teachings of the Koran
in full” On July 20th, the Shore-
line received an email from Mr
Tan identifying the comments
he sent to the Chronicle Herald
who published a version of the
story similar to what was in the
Truro Daily on July 18th.

As of press time, we have not
returned a message or corre-
sponded by Mr.Tan.

Prior to leaving for two
weeks vacation, MacInnes con-
firmed to the Shoreline Journal
his concerns about racist com-
ments in council sessions began
about three years ago, when he
heard another councillor mak-
ing disparaging comments about
representatives of the Confeder-
ation of Mainland Mi’kmag.

After this story was pub-
lished on July 18th, Councillor
Taggart has been communicat-
ing with Chief Bob Gloade, Mill-
brook First Nation.A portion of
some of their Facebook conver-
sations are printed elsewhere in
this issue.

THE SHORELINE JOURNAL - AUGUST, 2017 - PAGE 11

il Like

Stephanie Simonsen was =
feeling disgusted.

April 26 - 2%

To the two county councillors who were
having a discussion in a public place
about (1) shooting the Prime Minister, (2)
banning the K'urann(sp) as hate speech,
and (3) blowing up all mosques - you
need to resign your seats and allow for
by-elections to elect councillors who are
not so racist and ignorant. You can also
shove your male white privilege up your

ass.

O’ You and 11 others

il Like

@ Comment

~ Share

18 Comments

® Comment

() =i

The above shows Stephane Simonsen’s Facebook page.
(Submitted)

Council to Decide August 2\?

Continued from page 1
only ones in the restaurant
and they were not quiet. In
fact they were rather loud,
but she could not determine
who said what because she
was sitting with her back to
them. When questioned
about the comments, she
said it was a participatory
conversation and if one did
not disagree with the com-
ments or leave the table it
was a sign of agreement.

She said although she did
not know the names of the
people, she recognized two
as councillors from having
been at last fall’s swearing in
ceremony for Mayor Chris-
tine Blair.

It was Mayor Blair who

she was waiting for to have
lunch, who did identify the
councillors.The third person
at the table was identified as
B.J. Tan, of Debert.

Both Simonsen and Blair
confirmed to the Shoreline
Journal, the content of the
conversation was not dis-
cussed during lunch. It was
later that evening Simonsen
posted to her Facebook
page.As a result of the allega-
tions posted on Facbook, Si-
monsen received a visit from
the RCMP, who indicated
they must investigate all
comments regarding threats
to the Prime Minister.

Additional stories, comments
and OP-ED pieces are published

elsewhere in this issue.

Chief Bob Gloade Enters
“Racism” Discussion

By Maurice Rees

Through a combination of
published print and social
media, Chief Bob Gloade, Mill-
brook First Nation entered the
discussion about racist com-
ments in the Municipality of
County of Colchester council
chambers.

Chief Gloade started ques-
tioning what was going on after
learning about published re-
ports about Doug MacInnes’ let-
ter of resignation reference to
hearing a councillor making dis-
paraging comments about repre-
sentatives of the Confederation
of Mainland Mi’kmaq and also
Councillor Taggart’s subsequent
admission and apology he had
made such remarks, in council
chambers.

Taggart’s remarks have been
published on his Facebook
page, submission of the same ar-
ticle to the Truro Daily News,
which was published on July 21,
and Taggart’s submission of the
same article to the Shoreline
Journal, which is published else-
where in this issue.

Through its network of non-
council contacts and doing a lot
of research the Shoreline Journal
learned about the following
Facebook exchanges between
Chief Gloade and Councillor Tag-
gart during the evening of July
19th. The comments we’ve re-
ceived are as follows:

Gloade 10:28pm - July 19, 2017:
I have a question Tom Tag-

gart. Did you make derogatory
statements about First Nations
either in chambers, committee
meetings or while serving on
council as has been reported
Taggart 10:40pm - July 19, 2017:
Yes I did Bob It was during a
debate discussion it was in cam-
era but I did make a derogatory
comment, which I immediately
regretted, It angered Doug and
he left ,Tapologized to Doug the
next Day and would be more
than happy to have coffee with
you and apologize as well and or
I would be happy to do so to
your council. However I do dis-
pute that I would in anyway be
considered to be a racist.I do my
absolute best to treat people as
they treat me. Should you wish
to view my statement it is
posted here and I have publicly
admitted to a comment, truth-
fully cannot say that it was the
comment Doug has spoken to.as
I do not recall exactly what was
said
Gloade 10.57pm - July 19, 2017:
Before I provide any re-
sponse I must first hear all sides
and think this one over and en-
gage in a conversation with
some of my elders then coun-
cil. I will pray for a peaceful res-
olution and as a political official
if I treat people as they treat me
then i will face the same
scrutiny as yourself. Personally I
try to face any negative situation
in a positive manner.
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