
In this year’s budget, Nova
Scotia is forging a path toward
powering its future, building
stronger, healthier communities
and ensuring the Province’s fis-
cal sustainability. Finance and
Treasury Board Minister John
Lohr tabled Budget 2026-27: De-
fending Nova Scotia on February
23. 

“This year’s budget is about
continuing to invest in the
strategic priorities that will drive
the province forward and build
our economy. At the same time,
we are planning for the long
term to reduce expenses and
keep our province on strong fis-
cal footing,” said Minister Lohr.

Budget 2026-27 continues to
make life more affordable, with
$681.2 million to continue tax
saving measures that will save
the average family more than
$1,400 this year. 

Some of the projects that
will benefit Northern Nova Sco-
tia include: $233.5 million to
continue rolling out One Pa-
tient One Record across the
province, creating one digital
health record for every patient
no matter where they are (op-
erating and capital); $873.8 mil-
lion to build 5,700 new and
replacement long-term care
spaces by 2032, including the
Roger Bacon Long-Term Care
Centre in Amherst, which will
open this year (capital); $144.5
million for construction and re-
newal of hospitals and medical

facilities, including the Cumber-
land Regional Health Care Cen-
tre in Amherst (capital); $24.7
million for the construction of
modular units to expand dialy-
sis services, including at the All
Saints Springhill Hospital (capi-
tal); $4.7 million toward the
first phase of the Menopause
Centre of Excellence to help
women get the specialized care
they need (operating and capi-
tal); $3.1 million to hire and
train staff for the Cumberland
Regional Health Care Centre’s
redeveloped emergency depart-
ment so they can hit the ground
running when it opens in June
2027; $47.1 million to pay more
to hard-working family doctors,
including those who take shifts
in long-term care facilities, hos-
pitals and emergency depart-
ments in Nova Scotia’s rural
community hospitals; $8 million
more for the Universal Mental
Health and Addictions Care In-
sured Services program to ex-
pand services across the
province; $500,000 for im-
provements to the Mental
Health and Addictions Provin-
cial Crisis Line technology;
$110.3 million to build and ren-
ovate schools in the 2026-27
school year, including in Tren-
ton (capital); $7 million to open
five Integrated Youth Services

sites across the province, in-
cluding in New Glasgow, by
2027-28; $30.8 million for post-
secondary student housing for
Nova Scotia Community Col-
lege, including at the Cumber-
land campus in Springhill; $46.4
million to build new public
housing units, including in
Springhill, and to maintain exist-
ing public housing units (oper-
ating and capital); $6.8 million
to contract four dedicated
fixed-wing water bombers for
Nova Scotia for wildfire opera-
tions; $1.8 million to increase
the Gas Tax Access Road Pro-
gram, which helps private
woodlot owners build and up-
grade access roads for harvest-
ing; $8 million to support
forestry contractors and private
woodlot owners to move low-
grade wood to market and
lower wildfire risk and $465
million for highway and road
improvement and safety
provincewide, including the
Trunk 4 active transportation
corridor conversion in Antigo-
nish County (capital).

Budget 2026-27 also intro-
duces a four-year fiscal sustain-
ability plan to contain expense
growth. This includes a five per
cent civil service reduction and
a three per cent reduction in the
broader public service, which in-
cludes Crown corporations, re-
gional centres for education and
other entities.

Quick Facts: With revenues of

$17.3 billion and expenses of
$18.9 billion, Budget 2026-27 es-
timates a deficit of $1.19 billion
(after consolidation and adjust-
ments) before contingency and
additional appropriations re-
lated to the 2025-26 budget fore-
cast total $47.4 million since the
December forecast update.

Submitted by Phillip
Redden, B.Eng.

(Phillip Redden, B.Eng. Di-
rector of Solid Waste pre-
sented his 8-page report at
council’s committee meeting
on March 12. This section
deals with Compost Facility.)

COMPOST FACILITY:
Staffing: After recent staffing
changes, all compost staff,
along with some waste reduc-
tion and admin staff, attended
some training from Paul
Arnold. He is a professor at
Acadia University and also a
sub consultant involved with
the original design of the
Colchester

Compost Facility.The train-
ing included an in-classroom

knowledge session that was
provided to all attendees and
then also a practical portion
done at the facility with the 3
operators.

Production & Markets: The
Annual Spring Compost Give-
away is scheduled for May 2nd
through 9th and there is lots
of finished compost ready and
available for sale in the 2026
season.

Projects/Operations: Fur-
ther discussion has taken
place about a pilot project

looking at the efficiency of the
air floor operations and that is
expected to take place in
2026. Management continues
to investigate equipment op-
tions to make the compost
process more efficient and is
currently investigating an Allu
grinding/screening bucket for
the frontend loader as well as
some monitoring equipment
to better measure oxygen and
moisture levels throughout
the process. A new conveyor
belt and hydraulic stabilizer

jack were also both recently
installed on the screener.

One of the front trim
pieces on Compost Tent #2
came unhooked due to high
winds earlier this Winter and it
was determined that the local
repair contractor that had pre-
viously been used had recently
passed away so staff are work-
ing with the Megadome sup-
plier in Quebec to get
someone to do the repairs and
inspect all of the other tents.
There are limited local con-
tractor options available cur-
rently.

Phillip Redden, B.Eng. is
Director of Solid Waste at

MRF in Kemptown
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of RECC, late 2O25, losing a
court battle with Canada Rev-
enue Agency (CRA) and was
forced to repay approximately
$1-Million in funding received
during CoVid-19.

CRA demanded the fine be

repaid prior to the court ap-
peal, which cause the owners
to pay the almost 1-Million fine
in order for the appeal to pro-
ceed.  

Johnson’s release further
stated, Over the coming
months, the board and man-

agement will undertake a
budgeting and planning
process to address the facil-
ity’s priorities. Once that work
is complete, we will revisit the
possibility of hosting the Nova
Scotia Stampede again in
2027.

Continued from page 1

Stampede Cancelled; Rustic Table Closed

Annual Spring Compost Giveaway May 2nd-9th

Defending Nova Scotia invests in Northern Nova Scotia
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