
Letter to Editor – Harvey MacEachern

Do We Matter?
After talking to almost fifty of my Little Dyke

neighbours in the community of Glenholme, NS a
number of concerns over OSCO’s proposed Pit No. 4
extension project surfaced. Concerns in terms of
decreasing respondent frequency are: road safety
(67%), water quality (59%), noise pollution (57%),
property value (50%), and natural habitat/air quality
(both 48%). Both natural habitat and air quality rose to
the 1st and 3rd position when considering where they
were ranked in priority versus just frequency. 

I learned a lot about my neighbours over the last
several weeks. I could hear, feel, and almost taste the
love they have for their community and its rural way
of life. Unfortunately, many feel like it is a futile
exercise to stand up and speak out against this
constant march forward to the next inevitable Big Dig.
I’ve been struggling back and forth with their despair
and having hope for reasonable and progressive
change to sand and gravel mining in the future. 

How do you balance being a good neighbour, having
respect for a local company whose operated for over
30 years, and standing up to prevent or at least slow
down the next sacrifice zone in NS?

As a summer resident for more than 25 years, and a
recent permanent resident who plans to ride out
retirement in this rural paradise - I want my children, if
they so choose, to enjoy Little Dyke for decades. That’s
my skin in the game. 

So with all of those sentiments I have really big
difficult questions.

Why here? I know Glenholme gravel and sand is
high quality and is strategic in provincial economic
growth but at what cost to the local community? Are
there other locations with similar highway access to
supply all of Nova Scotia but with no residential
impact?

Does it stop? With the most recent purchase of land
on the west side of Little Dyke Road, it looks like plans
for Pit No. 5 are brewing. With the price offered per
acre for prospective gravel excavation, I’m guessing
more residents, and justifiably so, will give serious
thought to selling out and cashing in. Serene views of
lake, bay, and colourful farm fields may soon be
replaced by a 360 degree
view of gravel piles.

Do we matter?
Community feedback
leads me to believe more
than 90% of Little Dyke
residents are opposed to
the Pit No. 4 extension
project. I call on local
politicians, and more
specifically the NS
Minister of Environment,
to have a visit. You, me,
and the dog can walk
around the lake counting
ducks or strain to see if
the Loon babies have
arrived. We can stroll
down to the Bay to
watch sandpipers dance.
We can smell the newly
turned soil ready for
planting. We can walk
around the trails hearing
the tide roll up the bay
from miles away. If you’re
up to it, we can all jump
into the lake for a quick
invigorating dip! Listen to
what we are saying, and
be our “Tank Man”. 

Do We Matter?
Harvey MacEachern

A Worrisome
Crossroad?

During the past five+ years Nova Scotia has been perform-
ing much better, and Canada-wide our economy has been out
performing other provinces. This was particularly noticeable
during the devastating CoVid years. 

People from across Canada were purchasing their new-
Nova Scotia home simply by viewing video footage from a real
estate agent. Ironic as it might seem they weren't buying where
the lights are bright and neon signs are everywhere. 

No they wanted small town, a peaceful rural area, or even
farther remote, in areas where Nova Scotians would say, "we
have to come out to hunt". It worked for them then and it
worked for us, because on a Canada-wide basis, we developed
a reputation based on: peaceful, friendly, less expensive and
not overcrowded. 

The positive attitude of Premier Tim Houston is one of the
things that keeps us going today. He hasn't gotten everything
right, but he is not afraid to invest money to try to solve a
problem, like healthcare, housing and other areas. 

I must congratulate him on his opening paragraphs in his
column on Page 5. 

He writes, "Nova Scotia is a different province than it was
20, 10 and even five years ago. We are now seen as a province
of opportunity - a place where young people can build their ca-
reers, and where businesses can thrive".  I agree with him and
could not have written it better.

If he had continued with another couple of sentences, I
would have believed "he had read the tea leaves correctly". His
next composition should have been, "Recently, there are loom-
ing very dark black clouds, which could be devastating for all
non-urban and rural areas, and I am worried". 

We know weather patterns have changed in the last five
years. Recall, white Juan, wildfires, last July's heavy rainstorm
which washed out roads, flooded major areas, putting people
in Bedford, Lr Sackville, Mount Uniacke and Windsor in great
danger, then recently when all of Cape Breton, including Syd-
ney received over 100 mm snow.

The worry, particularly for smaller towns and rural areas is
how the print media world has been affected by social media
platforms and two years of Covid. The real worry for those non-
urban areas is the potential demise of the Saltwire publishing
empire, with a debt load of $67-Million. They own all the
dailies in Nova Scotia, PEI, and Newfoundland, plus all com-
munity newspapers in NFLD and most of them in Nova Scotia. 

The real economic albatross is for rural areas. The dailies
might be scooped up by an Ontario publishing group - specu-
lation has Post Media, leader of the pact. the only prized jewel
might be the Chronicle Herald, if the Saltwire team can't find a
solution. This could leave the weeklies and community news-
papers among the ashes. Result: our largest towns, Amherst,
Truro and New Glasgow without a newspaper. 

It was 60 years last October when I entered this profes-
sion. The other day I jotted down the names of almost 20 Nova
Scotia Communities who proudly had a weekly / community
newspaper. In New Brunswick, if I remember correctly there
were 13 locally owned publications. I can't remember all the
names. At that time I knew all owners and senior staff by first
name. 

If you say, print media is dead, you are wrong. It is the
only media, which delivers constituent provable results. If you
were talking about the real big city media, they might have a
shorter life span. 

Rural areas need a local print media. Otherwise, they have
no way to communicate with themselves or with adjoining
communities to invite them to a church supper or know what is
happening. Governments need local print media to communi-
cate with taxpayers. 

Imagine Truro without a newspaper to print photos of
floats in the Santa Clause Parade.

Papers for rural areas can be profitable, but they have to
be scooped up before the burn pile. Those who will force the
issue are the rural residents whose concern will force govern-
ments, well healed business executives to make it possible so
rural areas can be owners and make it work. 

With fingers and toes crossed, here's hoping.

Maurice 
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Here’s where
to find us:

We are interested in placing the
Shoreline Journal in additional

locations. If you have a suggestion, or
wish to have the Shoreline available

from your store, please contact:
Maurice Rees, Publisher, 
902-647-2968, or E-MAIL:

maurice@theshorelinejournal.com

BASS RIVER:
Bayside Pharmacy
Dominion Chair Factory Store

BIBLE HILL: 
C.W. Fraser Pharmacy
MacQuarries Pharmacy
Kennedy’s Deli – Ryland Ave

DEBERT: 
Debert Mini-Mart

FIVE ISLANDS: 
Masstown Market Five Islands

GLENHOLME: 
Double “C” Truckstop

GREAT VILLAGE: 
Wilson’s Gas

MAITLAND: 
Frieze & Roy General Store

MASSTOWN: 
Masstown Market
MTM Retail Gas (Petro-Can)

MILLBROOK: 
Super 8 Motel
Hampton Inn & Suites

NORTH RIVER: 
Grant’s Grocery

PARRSBORO: 
CrossRoads Co-op
Ken’s Grocery
Wright’s Pharmasave

TRURO: 
Atlantic Superstore
Best Western Glengarry
Holiday Inn
MacQuarrie’s Pharmasave

(Esplanade)
Rath Eastlink Comm Centre
Colchester East Hants Health

Centre – Coffee Shop
NEWSPAPERS IN
EDUCATION:

Each classroom at the following
schools will receive a copy of the
Shoreline Journal: 
Bass River Consolidated; 
Great Village Elementary;  Debert
Elementary;  Chiganois Elementary;
Central Colchester Junior High
School;  Parrsboro Elementary and
Parrsboro Regional High School.

Letters to the editor
This is an open forum for your opinions and comments.
MAIL TO: The Shoreline Journal, P.O. Box 41, Bass River, NS, B0M 1B0 
(902) 647-2968; Fax: 902-647-2194  Email: maurice@theshorelinejournal.com

Letter to Editor – Health Boards
To the editor:

On behalf of Nova Scotia’s 35 volunteer-
led Community Health Boards (CHBs) we
want to congratulate and thank the Provin-
cial Government for announcing a universal
school lunch program for all Nova Scotian
students announced in the recent budget. 

Children cannot learn when they are
hungry which is why this announcement is
so welcome. CHBs across Nova Scotia have
been involved in the conversation about
food security for many years. Our last five-
year health plan recommended in that CHBs
work with community partners to advocate
for investments that benefit all students eq-
uitably, such as a National School Food pro-
gram. Recently demand for food security
supports have risen sharply, including for
school food programs. Between 2018 and
2022, CHBs supported hundreds of commu-
nity-based food security projects with fund-
ing from their Wellness Fund grant program.
We gave out $965,000 in grants for food se-
curity initiatives, of which $630,000 was for
school food projects. That amounts to
roughly a quarter of our $2.7 million total
grant budget over this five-year period. 

Individual Wellness Fund grants are small
amounts of money – on average about
$2,000 per grant – but we know they have

meant so much to the many volunteer-led
school food programs throughout Nova Sco-
tia. The school food volunteers showed
tenacity, creativity and passion as they cob-
bled together funds they raised themselves
along with other donations and grants - in-
cluding grants from Community Health
Boards - to sustain a patchwork of school
food supports. This new provincial program
surely comes as welcome relief and reward
for all their hard work.

In 2023 many CHBs wrote to the Minister
of Education and Early Childhood Develop-
ment in support of a universal school food
program. We are thrilled the Province has
moved forward on this critically important
child health issue and we hope our advo-
cacy efforts played some small part to en-
courage this positive policy. We are also
thrilled that this is a universal program
which means no one will be stigmatized for
participating. 

Sincerely,

Mildred MacDonald
Co-chair

Provincial Council of CHB Chairs

Rhonda Frank
Co-chair

Provincial Council of CHB Chairs



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


