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Economic Opportunities for Colchester

The transition to a low-
carbon economy requires
investment from residents,
businesses, the Municipality,
and all levels of government
but will also result in
significant financial benefit to
the community over the
timeframe of the Plan and the
lifespan of its initiatives.

The implementation of
the Energy Plan represents a
total investment of $2.802
billion from 2021-2050,
averaging roughly $9 million
per year.This compares with
a total savings of $4.280
billion from avoided carbon
Costs, energy expense

savings, and avoided
maintenance costs. Combined
with an anticipated revenue
of $574 million, the
implementation of the Plan
results in a benefit to the
community of $2.230 billion.
Implementing this plan
results in a benefit to the
community of $2.230 billion.
It is important to note
that the direct financial
impacts are a secondary
motivation for undertaking
actions that reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
First and foremost, GHG
reductions are a critical
response to the global

climate emergency. In
addition, most measures
included in Carbon-Free
Colchester provide social
goods to the community, such
as net job creation and
positive health outcomes.

As is characteristic of
low-carbon transitions, the
capital expenditures in the
early years of the transition
are greater than the savings
and revenues generated, but
show that by 2040, the
savings outweigh the costs.

By 2040, savings from
the low-carbon transition are
greater than costs.

Addressing Energy Insecurity with Efficiency Upgrades

Continued from page 19

Nova Scotia and the federal government have
similar goals, and Nova Scotia Power plans to
be powered by 80% renewable energy by
2030.

In the meantime, there are other ways
homeowners can protect themselves from
high energy costs and make their homes more
comfortable and safer for their families. There
are also municipal, provincial, and federal
programs that can support homeowners
looking to reduce their energy costs.These
programs typically target heating costs, which
make up more than half of energy costs for
most households in the province.

Support for Homeowners

The HomeWarming program offered by
Efficiency Nova Scotia can provide free home
energy upgrades, including, insulation, draft-
proofing, and improved heating systems, to
low-income homeowners in NS.These
upgrades can substantially reduce a home’s
energy costs, allowing money to be spent on
other things,and can make a home drier,
cozier,and a better place to live and raise a
family.

The HomeWarming program will also
provide a free Home Energy Assessment to
participating homeowners.The income
thresholds for participating are available on the
HomeWarming.ca website, but as of March
2022 they are a maximum annual net
household income of $26,365 for a 1-person
household; $48,991 for a 2 to 4-person
household; and $69,770 for a household with 5
or more people. Homeowners can call 1-877-
434-2136 for more information about the
HomeWarming program and to discuss
eligibility.

Efficiency Nova Scotia also offers a variety
of rebates for residential efficiency upgrades,
including for heat pumps, wood or pellet
stoves, electric thermal storage, solar thermal,
lighting, door and windows, insulation, and
more. Some residents may also be eligible for

free LED lighting, free draft-proofing, and free
smart-thermostats. You can visit EfficiencyNS.ca
or call 1-877-999-6035 for more information.

The Canada Greener Homes Grant from
Natural Resources Canada offers up to $5,000
in grant funding to homeowners who invest in
efficiency upgrades. Large projects with more
potential to reduce emissions typically receive
higher funding amounts. Homeowners can
learn more about Greener Homes from the
program website or by calling 1-833-674-8282
or 1-800-465-7735.

Finally, the Cozy Colchester program, which
is offered by the Municipality of Colchester
and funded in part by the Federation of
Canadian Municipalities, provides 0% interest
loans up to $30,000 to homeowners to make
their homes more efficient. Through Cozy
Colchester, homeowners receive a free Home
Energy Assessment, professional guidance
about efficiency equipment, contractors, and
rebates, and a loan over 10 or 15 years. Paying
for home upgrades over time eliminates the
high upfront costs and allows homeowners to
use savings on their energy bills toward their
monthly payments to the Municipality. No
credit check is required, and participants can
pay off the loan at any time without penalty.
See the article Municipal Programs Empower
Homeowners to Save Energy and Save Money
in this issue for more information or visit
Colchester.ca/Carbon-Free for more
information.You can also reach the program’s
homeowner advisor by calling (902) 920-0615
or emailing info@cozycolchester.ca.

Improving your home’s heating system or
insulation can be a daunting process, but there
are plenty of supports available - both to
answer your questions and help fund your
project.

Sources: HomelessHub.ca (2019), Canadian Urban

Sustainability Practitioners (2021), Carbon-Free
Colchester Energy & Emissions Plan (2021),
Efficiency NS HomeWarming (2022), Efficiency NS
(2022), Natural Resources Canada (2022).

refr/jer;: Lronehvac

Free in-home assessment
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Municipal Programs Empower Homeowners

Continued from page 19

Every family and every home is unique, so
Cozy Colchester can finance almost any type of
home upgrade that improves energy efficiency
and reduces carbon emissions, including heat
pumps, insulation, air-sealing & draft proofing,
new building envelopes, exterior windows &
doors, electric thermal storage, electric vehicle
chargers, smart thermostats, geothermal energy
systems, and more. Through Solar Colchester,
property-owners can install rooftop or ground-
mounted solar photovoltaic panels, which
generate clean electricity to meet the home’s
needs.

Only homes located in the Municipality of
Colchester are eligible to participate in Cozy
Colchester and Solar Colchester. Properties in

Truro, Cumberland, Stewiacke, and Millbrook
First Nation are unfortunately ineligible. Since
loans are registered as liens against the
property, the Municipality checks
homeowners’ tax payment history and the
assessed value of the property to determine
eligibility. There is no credit check required.
The total project cost must not exceed 25% of
the assessed property value, up to a $30,000
limit.

To learn more or to sign up for either
program, visit our website
www.colchster.ca/carbon-ree, call (902) 920-
0615, or email info@cozycolchester.ca or
info@solarcolchester.ca to speak to an Energy
Concierge.
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RELIABLE AND PROFESSIONAL

Bring our unparalleled service to your project!

RELIABLE ELECTRICIANS

GM Electric Ltd. specializes in commercial, industrial, agricultural, renewable
energy, and residential electrical services.

FLEXIBLE SERVICES
We provide you with a full consultation to explain your available options. With
that information, you can choose the scope of work that’s right for your upcoming
project — and your budget. We strive to save you both time and money by
combining experience with the highest quality parts and equipment and
exceptional service.
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We strive to be in constant communication with our customers until the job is
done. To get a free quote, or if you have questions or special requests,
just drop us a line. We look forward to serving you!

GM Electric Ltd.

599 Brentwood Road, Brentwood, Nova Scotia, Canada
Jeff Murphy - (902) 751-1589 Scott Geddes - (902) 751-1675
geddesandmurphy @gmail.com
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