
The provinces volunteer
fire departments, ground
search and rescue organiza-
tions and First Nations fire de-
partments were top of mind
for Premier Tim Houston
when he announced the
province would invest $3.5
million in assistance. Each of
the more than 340 organiza-
tions will receive a one-time
grant of $10,000 to recover
from fundraising losses during
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

“The pandemic has had a
big impact on municipalities
and volunteer fire depart-
ments,” said Premier Tim Hous-
ton. “Firefighters and ground
search and rescue crews are
great at raising money in their
community, but their efforts
were held back by COVID. We
hope this will help make up
for some fundraising losses.”

Each organization can de-
termine how to use the grant
to best meet the needs of the
department, its volunteers or
the needs of the wider com-
munity. This could include di-
recting the funds toward new
equipment or operations,
smoke alarm campaigns or an
honorarium for volunteer fire-
fighters to assist with in-
creased costs.

“Our volunteer fire depart-
ments, ground search and res-
cue crews, and First Nations
fire departments are the first
to respond when their com-
munities and residents need
help. This is our opportunity to
recognize their important con-
tributions and provide some

In its Capital Plan for 2022-
23 the Houston-led provincial
government will invest more
than $1.5 billion to begin new
projects and continue work
on previously announced proj-
ects, most notably the modern-
ization of healthcare facilities
in Cape Breton Regional Mu-
nicipality, Halifax Regional Mu-
nicipality, Bridgewater,
Pugwash and other communi-

ties across the province.
Highlights of the plan in-

clude: $464.6 million to sup-
port the QEII New Generation
and Cape Breton Regional Mu-
nicipality Health Care Redevel-
opment projects; 

$122.6 million for con-
struction, repair and renewal
of other hospitals and medical
facilities; 

$80.9 million to continue

work at Nova Scotia Commu-
nity College’s Marconi campus
in Sydney and begin new resi-
dences at the college’s Akerley,
Pictou and Ivany campuses as
part of the government’s plan
to address housing issues; $32
million to replace medical
equipment and $175.3 million
to build and renovate schools.

Capital Plan 2022-23 also
includes $507.8 million in in-

vestments outlined in the De-
partment of Public Works’ Five
Year Highway Improvement
Plan, including a new $30-mil-
lion envelope for bridge repair
and renewal and an additional
$20 million for gravel roads.
Details of the 5 year highway
and bridge plan for Cumber-
land and Colchester Counties
were detailed in the March
(previous) issue of the Shore-
line Journal.

The Nova Scotia School
Capital Plan is available at:
https://www.ednet.ns.ca/cap-
italplan
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With pandemic restrictions being eased the Debert Legion will
be hosting a Pancake and Sausage Breakfast on Saturday,
March 9th from 9:00 – 11:00 am at the branch on 1252
Masstown Rd., Debert.

(see Shoreline Tidbits starting on page 7)
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“WE BUY YEAR ROUND”

By Linda Harrington
It has been close to thirty

years since the playground at
Great Village Elementary has
had a facelift. Michelle Smith,
Chair of the Great Village Play-
ground Committee is hopeful
by the end of the year students
and the community will have
a modern new play area built
on the existing location.

Cobequid Consulting Ltd.
has completed a playground
design for the Committee, and
it will be sent out for tender.
The design has both tradi-
tional and natural compo-

nents, including a sand
kitchen, nest swing and large
play structure with three
slides and monkey bars. The
estimated cost of approxi-
mately $200,000 will be real-
ized through grants both from
the County and Provincially,
public donations and fundrais-
ing activities. The committee is
also hoping the community
will help with installation to
help keep costs down.

“We have raised about
$18,000 to date from a Mum
Sale through Lowland Gardens
in the fall and a raffle before

Xmas,” says Michelle, “But we
want to get the word out right
now about our upcoming ex-
citing online auction. This will
be on Facebook and will begin
April 2nd and close on April
9th. There are many amazing
auction items ranging from
gift cards, a pressure washer,
chain saw and even a heat
pump (with installation).”
The auction can be found at
https://www.facebook.com/Great
-Village-Elementary-Playground-
Project-112652624666695/

Audrey Johnson (left) and Marlee Smith enjoy a sunny day on the current Great Village Elementary
playground. A new playground is in the planning and fundraising stages. Check out the Great Village

Playground Project online auction on Facebook from April 2nd - April 9th for some great auction
items and help support this community project. (Harrington Photo)

ONLINE AUCTION ALERT
Help GVES Playground Project

By Maurice Rees
Great Village playground

with a request for $40,000, to-
ward a total project cost of
$192,000 was one of two ap-
plications received by Febru-
ary 25th deadline. Recreation
Director, Craig Burgess in-
formed council committee on
March 10th that two applica-
tions were received for the
February 25, 2022 deadline for
a total of $61,037.00.  

Brookfield Athletic Associa-
tion requested $21,037.00
(50% of project cost of
$42,075.00) for construction
of a new, small ball field at Elk
Park for children 12 years and
under for the Minor Ball pro-
gram which had more than
110 children registered in
2021. Staff has approved a
grant of $21,037.00 pending
confirmation of other funding. 

Great Village Elementary

School Playground Committee
requested $40,000.00 (21% of
estimated project cost of
$192,699.00) for playground
upgrades including saucer
swings, sand kitchen, spiral
carousel, large traditional play
structure, and accessible play-
ground surfacing. Most im-
provements will be
inclusive/accessible. Staff has
approved a grant of
$40,000.00 pending confirma-
tion of project costs and other
funding sources. 

The grants are approved
pending 2022-2023 budget de-
liberations and each group re-
ceiving requested funding
other sources.On motions by
Councillor’s Boutilier and
Benoit, the total amount ap-
proved for applications re-
ceived is $61,037.00, pending
2022-2023 budget approval. 

Great Village 
Playground 

to Get $40,000
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