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By Maurice Rees 
Labi Kousoulis, Finance and Treasury Board

Minister’s first budget, tabled on March 25th, in-
cludes funding for construction of the Cumber-
land Regional Health Care Centre, plus several
other allocations including increasing the stan-
dard household rate for adults who receive in-
come assistance by $100 per month. Unlike
Cumberland County area which will get a new
Elementary School in Springhill, there were not
major projects listed for Colchester. However
other budgetary items contained in the overall
provincial stats will accrue benefits for Colch-
ester.  

The $100 per month increase is the single
largest increase in income assistance in the
province’s history and other investments in key
sectors that will benefit Northern Nova Scotia,
including the hospitality industry, long-term
care, public health, mental health and the envi-
ronment.

“Our government strives to improve the lives
of all Nova Scotians and defines progress
through economic growth as well as well-being
and quality of life,” said Mr. Kousoulis. “The
province’s next chapter is being written right
now and it tells the story of a modern Nova Sco-
tia on the path to balance.

The 2021-22 budget estimates a deficit of
$584.9 million with revenue of $11.8 billion and
expenses, after consolidation adjustments, of
$12.4 billion.
Budget 2021-22 highlights that will benefit Northern
Nova Scotia Include:
• $35.2 million in additional funds to increase

the standard household rate for adults who
receive income assistance by $100 per
month; 

• $24.2 million to distribute COVID-19 vaccines
to Nova Scotians, including locations in
Amherst, Antigonish, Truro, New Glasgow, Pic-
tou and East Hants; 

• $95.5 million for construction, repair and re-
newal of hospitals and medical facilities
across the province, such as the Cumberland
Regional Health Care Centre; 

• $467 million for Nova Scotia’s roads, highways
and bridges and equipment, including contin-
ued construction on Highway 104 from
Sutherlands River to Antigonish; 

• funding for construction at Springhill Elemen-
tary School and funding to purchase the P-3
Antigonish Education Centre; 

• $12.3 million increase for new mental health
programming, including single brief interven-
tion sessions to provide rapid access to men-

tal health supports, withdrawal management
hubs to support Nova Scotians with sub-
stance-related harm and addictions, and e-
mental health options to increase access,; 

$1.2 million to support the hospitality industry
by expanding the 10 per cent Nova Scotia
Liquor Corporation discount to include bot-
tled and canned beer and ready-to-drink prod-
ucts; 

• $7.6 million in focused funding for active trans-
portation and public transit initiatives under
the new Department of Transportation and
Active Transit and 

• $3.7 million increase to the operating grant for
post-secondary institutions to train and edu-
cate our workforce of the future

Other budget allocations include:
• $26 million for new Green Fund climate

change programs - a new climate change
strategy for clean growth, a Nova Scotia re-
gional climate representative at the Atlantic
Data Hub and funding for climate change re-
search and risk assessment; 

• a total of $1.02 billion for long-term care and
home care this year; 

• $22.6 million increase to implement findings
of the Expert Panel on Long Term Care; 

• $2 million to create six positions at the new
Office of Equity and Anti-Racism Initiatives to
address systemic racism, promote diversity
and improve the economic, social, educa-
tional and health outcomes of all Nova Sco-
tians; 

• $320,000 increase for the Accessibility Direc-
torate, for a total of $2.2 million this year, to
support the goal of an accessible Nova Scotia
by 2030; 

• $252,000 to expand the Office of Immigration
and Population Growth to attract and retain
more newcomers, adding to our record high
population and, 

• Reduce government regulatory burden on
business by $10 million in 2021, in addition
to the $50 million in savings achieved since
2017
Quick Facts associated with release of the

budget included: the final forecast for 2020-21,
which updates the deficit to $705.5 million,
down from $778.8 million projected in Decem-
ber; additional appropriations related to the
2020-21 forecast, totaling $95.8 million, account
for unbudgeted spending by eight departments
and offices and assistance to universities and
$617.3 million was spent on COVID-19 related
expenses in 2020-21.

No Major Budget Allocations for Colchester

The provincial and federal governments are
adding to their support of Nova Scotia’s home-
grown wine industry while also helping Nova
Scotia beer, spirits, and cider producers get their
products ready for export. The two levels of gov-
ernment are investing in new equipment at the
Acadia Laboratory for Agri-food and Beverage.
The province, through the Department of Agri-
culture, is providing $145,950. The Government
of Canada, through the Atlantic Canada Oppor-
tunities Agency’s Innovative Communities Fund,
is providing a $99,500 non-repayable contribu-
tion.

The new lab equipment will provide both
new and improved testing services that measure
the alcohol content, chemistry and sugars of al-
coholic products. The lab currently provides a
high standard of quality assurance for wine by

analyzing it for levels of nutrients, micro-biology,
and yeast. The new equipment will allow the lab
to provide the same analysis for craft beer, spir-
its, and cider.

This analysis will guarantee accurate labeling
and ensure quality of taste and shelf stability. The
more efficient, automated lab analysis will help
producers meet regulatory requirements and get
their products ready sooner for new export mar-
kets. 

The investment will also help the Acadia lab
work toward achieving ISO accreditation, a glob-
ally recognized standard of quality assurance.
The accreditation will mean beer, spirits and
cider samples will no longer have to be sent to
a lab outside the province for testing, allowing
for quicker test results.

Help for Wine, Beer, Spirits, Cider Sectors

A man who stops advertising to
save money is the man who stops

his watch to save time.
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