
By Linda Harrington
The Debert Fire Brigade held their Annual

Awards Banquet on March 6that the Debert Hos-
pitality Centre, with Eric Barnhill acted as emcee
for the evening.

Fire Chief Shane Slack thanked all the mem-
bers, officers, executive and their family mem-
bers for their service during the past year and
passed along the Brigade’s appreciation to the
staff at the Debert Hospitality Centre. He noted
this was the Brigade’s 48th year of providing
emergency services for the community. 

Four members took the Level 1 Fire Fighter
Training in 2020. Chief Shane Slack said trainings
have been amazing, with fire fighters obviously
sharpening their skills and the hall itself has
been “the best he has ever seen it”, thanks to a
dedicated crew lead by Mike Hepburn.

A new roof was a major capital expense for
2019. The major project for 2020 will be replac-
ing the old tanker.

There were a total of 450 in house training
man hours this year. The Brigade answered 117
calls totaling 827 man hours, monthly meetings
accounted for 387 man hours, meetings at other
facilities

totaled 263 hours (CFFA, FSANS, & Fire
School), work around the hall was 172 hours
plus the weekend duty roster added 3096 man
hours.

Randy Barnhill retired from the Brigade this
year. Randy joined in 1983, became a Lieutenant
in 1989, Secretary for 5 years, Treasurer for 22
years for a total of 28 years on the Executive and
36 years of Service.

New member Peter Dellewell took over the
position of Treasurer and is taking his Level 1.
Colin Jennings has moved back into the commu-
nity and is a returning member. 

The 2020 Executive includes; Chief- Shane
Slack, Deputy Chief- Brandon Slack, 1st Captain-
Wade Jennings, 2nd Captain- Gordon Shipley,
Fire Lieutenant- Adam Thomas, Lieutenant of
Medical First Responders- Rod Hampton, Treas-
urer- Peter Dellewell, Secretary- Eric Barnhill and
Stewart- Mark Allen.

Mayor Christine Blair passed along her con-
gratulations and appreciation to the Brigade. She
mentioned the upgrade to Colchester County
Volunteer Fire Fighter Insurance Program which
increased coverage from $100,000 to $200, 000
and weekly payment up from $500 to $750 for
off duty, up until the age of 70.

Lenore Zann, MP for Cumberland-Colchester
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Chief Shane Slack presents Deputy Chief
Brandon Slack with Fire Officer of the Year

Award.

Charles Hepburn receives a Certificate of
Appreciation from Deputy Chief Brandon

Slack.
Brandon Slack presents Eric Barnhill with a 30

Year Service Award.

Eric Barnhill acted as the emcee for the
evening.

Debert Fire Brigade Charter Member Frank
MacMichael was celebrating his 93rd birthday.

Brandon Slack presents Kenneth Hepburn with
a 5 Year Service Award. 

Kenneth Hepburn receives a Certificate of
Appreciation from Deputy Chief Brandon

Slack.

Chief Shane Slack presents Gordon Shipley
with the Fire Fighter of the Year Award.

Michael Hepburn receives a Certificate of
Appreciation from Deputy Chief Brandon

Slack.

Debert Fire Brigade Annual Banquet

thanked members for all their hard work and in-
valuable service. 

Awards were presented to the following: 5
Year Service Award– Kenneth Hepburn; 30 Year
Service Award- Eric Barnhill; 36 Year Service
Award- Randy Barnhill; Wendell Barnhill Memo-
rial Most Improved Fire Fighter- Charlie Hep-
burn; Fire Officer of the Year Award- Brandon
Slack and Fire Fighter of the Year- Gordon Ship-
ley. Certificates of Appreciation were presented
to Randy Barnhill, Peter Dellewell, Charles Hep-
burn, Kenneth Hepburn, Michael Hepburn and
Charles Moore.

welcomes your story contributions
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