The VIA train stopped just beyond the level crossing in Belmont after striking someone on the
crossing and puncturing a fuel tank. There were no injuries. Passengers were off-loaded and taken
to Truro. (Clair Peers Photo)

VIA Rail Punctures Fuel Tank

By Maurice Rees

A Montreal bound VIA Rail
train hit something on a level
crossing in Belmont shortly
after 4:00 pm on March 20th.
A fuel tank was punctured in
the incident. No one was in-

jured. The train stopped just

past the crossing, which made
easy access for Onslow-Bel-
mont Volunteer Fire Brigade
members and EHS who were
also dispatched to the scene.
Upwards of 90 passengers

Onslow Belmont Fire Fighters and Colchester Hazardous Material
Units left the scene between 6:00 and 6:30PM, with CN
Transportation Services remaining by the disable train with
crossing lights flashing. (Harrington Photo)

were off-loaded and taken to
Truro. Because of the fuel tank
leak, the Colchester Hazardous
Unit was also called to the
scene. OBFB equipment also
included its UTV unit in case
rescues were necessary.

The Shoreline Journal’s
photographer, Linda Harring-
ton, arrived at the scene
shortly after OBFB received
the call at 4:48 pm. Pictured
were also obtained from Clair
Peers, communications advi-

sor for Onslow-Belmont Fire
Brigade. Both sets of photos
were uploaded onto Face-
book.

OBFB’s UTV was dispatched to the scene in case rescue was
necessary. The accident happened at approximately 4:10 pm on
March 20th. (Clair Peers Photo)

The train stopped just past the crossing in Belmont allowing easy access for Colchester Hazardous
Material Units and Onslow Belmont Fire Fighters. (Harrington Photo)

Onslow- Belmont Fire Brlgade ahnd EHS were qulck to respond to the VIA train accident at the level
crossing in Belmont. (Clair Peers Photo)

Enjoy your
Shoreline

Journal

Colchester Hazardous Material Units leaving the scene about
6:30PM on March 20th. (Harrington Photo)

By Maurice Rees

The Atlantic
Growth Strategy -
an initiative of Gov-
ernments of Canada
and the Atlantic
Provinces is helping
to map the region’s
clean energy future
and develop more
sustainable, reliable
and affordable electricity for
all Atlantic Canadians.

With these goals in mind,
federal ministers, Atlantic pre-
miers and Minister Thompson
met in Halifax on March 1st to
discuss the positive impact of
the Atlantic Growth Strategy.
They also agreed on areas of
co-operation to continue to
create good-paying jobs for
the middle class.In addition to
clean energy, discussions in-
cluded growing the region’s
food industry, pursuing regula-
tory alignment, and addressing
persistent skills gaps.

ATLANTIC CANADA’S EN-
ERGY FUTURE

Building on the recent
Council of Atlantic Premiers’
and First Ministers’ meetings,
the Leadership Committee dis-
cussed the importance of
clean power to Atlantic
Canada’s economy and the
livelihoods of Atlantic Canadi-
ans.

They agreed on the need to
produce and use more clean
power in the region, while en-
suring that electricity remains
both reliable and affordable;
working together to improve
transmission networks and
better integrate markets. Rec-
ognizing the importance of re-
gional collaboration, for the
first time in history, govern-
ments agreed to develop a
Clean Power Roadmap for At-
lantic Canada. The roadmap
will outline a collective vision
for how jurisdictions can col-
laborate, over the coming
decades, to build a clean
power network across the re-
gion by creating a system-wide
plan to provide economic and
environmental benefits.

It will inform how govern-
ments invest in electricity in-
frastructure including
transmission  interconnec-
tions, next-generation renew-
able energy technologies such
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as tidal energy, smart grids and
energy storage, and electric ve-
hicle charging networks. The
development of the roadmap
will be overseen by an

Atlantic Clean Power Plan-
ning Committee, consisting of
senior officials, working with
utilities.

REGULATORY  ALIGN-
MENT will include laying the
groundwork for growth in sev-
eral industries, including food
and transportation. Federal,
provincial and territorial offi-
cials are developing a process
to assess whether provincial
and territorial food inspection
systems are equivalent to, or
exceed, federal standards.This
work is on track, with the goal
of completing the framework
for the assessment this sum-
mer.

GROWING THE FOOD IN-
DUSTRY recognized Atlantic
Canada’s food industry is one
of the region’s largest eco-
nomic engines. In 2017, At-
lantic Canada exported more

than $6.1 billion in
food and seafood to
markets worldwide,
an increase of close
to 8 per cent since
2015. Ministers and
premiers an-
nounced a commit-
ment to work with
Atlantic  Canada’s
seafood, food and
food-processing industries to
achieve higher growth and
help companies seize more ex-
port and growth opportuni-
ties.

ATLANTIC IMMIGRATION
PILOT has resulted in the re-
gion attracting more newcom-
ers and their families. Since the
launch of the Atlantic Immigra-
tion Pilot, employers in At-
lantic Canada have made more
than 3,700 job offers to skilled
workers.

To maintain this momen-
tum, an extension of the pro-
gram to December 2021.
Strategic program changes will
increase the number of eligi-
ble applicants from key popu-
lations, give Atlantic provinces
greater flexibility to respond
to their labour needs, includ-
ing in the health care sector,
and ensure all foreign nation-
als arriving under this program
can permanently settle in the
region.

EMAIL:
clairpeers@mac.com

Join us on Facebook at
Great Village &
Central NS Antiques

Call

Clair Peers¥
902-897-5951

Clair’s Classics
Antiques

Estate Appraisals, Liquidations.
Open weekends or by appointment.

We buy anything old, Complete
House Lofs, Es’ro’re Apprcusols

THINKING OF
A HEAT PUMP?

as low as

$50. OO/mnm

mstalled

Call to book your

Daikin Heat Pumps

One could be yours for

ubject to credit approval

free in-home assessment.

902-895-0246

@ CONROY

refrquefx,: Lronehvar

“Installing Heat Pumps in N.S. since 1985”

115 Upham Dr Truro
902- 895 0246

Wwws. conroyh vac.ca

¢ EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT « QUIET
* LOWER OPERATING COST

heat pump

PARTICIPATING
CONTRACTOR
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