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Changes announced to Pensions Act

Government has introduced changes to the Pension Benefits
Act to support greater flexibility in managing defined-benefit
plans and remove barriers for employers so they can con-
tinue to offer them.“Government values the security that
workplace defined-benefit pension plans provide and wants
them to continue so Nova Scotians can have peace of mind in
their retirement years,” said Finance and Treasury Board Minis-
ter Karen Casey.

About 92,000 Nova Scotians belong to defined-benefit pen-
sion plans registered under the Nova Scotia Pension Benefits
Act, with about 132 defined-benefit plans registered under
the act.The legislative changes will: introduce reserve ac-
counts; remove limits on the use of letters of credit and allow
for the discharge of liability for annuity buyouts.

There are also some administrative changes to: improve lan-
guage regarding deemed trust provisions and clarify informa-
tion provided to the superintendent of pensions may not be
disclosed except as permitted by the act.The changes reflect
the feedback received from employees, employers and other
interested parties who responded to a regulatory framework
review in September 2017. Feedback received has been sum-
marized in the What We Heard document, released in April
2018.

Coastal Protection Act changes announced

Environment Minister Margaret Miller has introduced a new
Coastal Protection Act that will ensure clear province-wide
rules for what can and cannot be done on Nova Scotia’s vul-
nerable coastlines.“Climate change means rising sea levels,
greater risk of flooding and coastal erosion. We need to pro-
tect the natural ecosystems that help defend our coasts,and
this legislation will help us do that,” said Ms. Miller.

“We want to ensure that any new coastal construction is built
in locations safer from storm surges and sea level rise.This
legislation will do that as well” Salt marshes, dunes and other
coastal features filter water, shelter birds and sea life, and
allow the coast to naturally adapt to the impact of climate
change.A report on the results of the consultation is available
here, novascotia.ca/coast .

Trade Mission to Proceed Without Maud Lewis Exhibit

The works of Maud Lewis will not be travelling to China this
spring. The Guangdong Museum of Art in China advised the
province the art exhibit launch will be postponed.The Maud
Lewis/Terroir exhibit, celebrating the works of Maud Lewis
and other contemporary female Nova Scotian artists in China,
was scheduled to be launched during the Nova Scotia cultural
trade mission this spring.The remainder of the mission will
explore cultural economic opportunities in Japan and the
United Kingdom. Further details around the mission will be
released later this year.

Student safety and protection to be strengthened

Student safety and protection will be strengthened with
amendments to the Education Act introduced by Zach
Churchill, Minister of Education.This is about standardizing

cific changes to the act include: mandatory criminal record
checks for regional centre and Conseil scolaire acadien
provincial employees on a regular and ongoing basis during
their employment; all employees having to sign a declaration
each school year indicating they have not been convicted of a
criminal offence; all employees being required to report to
their employers if they have been charged or convicted of a
criminal offence immediately and additional amendments to
standardize pre-employment checks including the vulnerable
sector check and the child abuse registry check.

Pilot program to help for autism spectrum disorder

A new pilot program is being launched to help young people
with autism spectrum disorder who are experiencing serious
behavioural issues. Eight new specialists are now being hired
as part of the Brief Intensive Outreach Service program.They
will make up two teams - one based out of Cape Breton, the
other in Halifax. Both teams will have a social worker, speech
language pathologist, occupational therapist and psychologist.
The new Brief Intensive Outreach Service will be able to re-
spond more quickly to the unique needs of children with
autism spectrum or other developmental disabilities and their
families who are experiencing a serious behavioural situation.
The teams will work with children and youth under 19, as
well as their families, for six to eight weeks. Professionals will
provide a specialized assessment, care plan and treatment for
challenging and difficult situations. The program will be run
by Nova Scotia Health Authority and IWK Health Centre.

The teams are expected to be up and running this summer
and will be accessed through existing mental health and ad-
dictions services. The province is investing $800,000 annu-
ally. The provincial funding for these positions comes from
the Canada-Nova Scotia Home and Community Care and Men-
tal Health and Addiction Services Funding Agreement. An-
nounced in December 2016, the federal government is
providing Nova Scotia with close to $290 million over 10
years for targeted incremental investments in home and com-
munity care and mental health and addiction services.

Prompt Payments for Construction Industry

Legislation introduced on March 15, will ensure Nova Scotia’s
construction businesses and workers get paid on time for the
work they do. Proposed amendments to the Builders’ Lien Act
will establish prompt payment rules so that contractors, sub-
contractors and suppliers in the construction industry are

continued on page 20

and strengthening reporting requirements for employees. Spe-
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Expanded Programs to Keep More Waste from Landfills

Nova Scotians will be able
to recycle used oil and glycol
and more electronics next year
through expanded extended
producer responsibility pro-
grams. “Nova Scotians are na-
tional leaders in keeping
unnecessary waste out of our
landfills and we want it to stay
that way,” said Environment
Minister ~ Margaret  Miller.
“That’s why we are requiring
industry to recycle more prod-
ucts.”

With changes to the Solid
Waste-Resource Management
Regulations, industry must be
ready with programs to recycle
new products by January 1,
2020.

In addition to the industry
recycling programs, effective
March 1, 2020, the following
products will be banned from
landfills: microwaves, e-book
readers, GPS devices, video

Grant
Program
improves

accessibility

This year, through the Busi-
ness ACCESS-Ability Program,
government has invested more
than $1 million to help 41 busi-
nesses increase their accessibil-
ity. Government is partnering
with businesses across Nova Sco-
tia to make locations, products
and services more accessible.

Under the program, busi-
nesses based in Nova Scotia can
apply for grant funding to make
upgrades and improvements.
This includes removing physical
barriers, providing accessible
communication and informa-
tion, accessible transportation,
assistive devices, and education
and training programs.

Businesses interested in the
program are encouraged to
visit the program website.A
complete list of grant recipi-
ents and more information are
available at https://cch.novas-
cotia.ca/business-access-ability-

grant-program

Go Green,
Get Calcium

By Chris Urqubart

Are you getting enough cal-
cium? If dairy foods are off the
menu, how can you be sure you're
getting enough calcium? Try going
green. Broccoli and dark green veg-
etables, such as spinach, kale, and
turnip and collard greens, are good
sources of calcium.

Also look for calcium-fortified
foods, such as soy milk and fruit
juices. If you can eat dairy foods,
be sure to include yogurt, cottage
cheese, cream cheese and all other
forms of cheese in your diet!

Calcium is very important for
your teeth and bones.

game systems and controllers,
external hard drives, optical
drives, and modems; used oil,
oil filters, and oil containers
and glycol, which is a coolant,
and glycol containers

The affected industries

must develop or expand recy-
cling programs for these prod-
ucts. The Electronic Products
Recycling Association has been
running Nova Scotia’s electron-
ics recycling program for the
past 10 years. It will expand its

program to recycle the new
products. The Used Oil Man-
agement Association runs a
used oil and glycol program in
other provinces. It will expand
its program into Nova Scotia to
recycle these products.

1C

TRURO

COLCHESTER
HELP SHAPE OUR STORY TO THE WORLD.

'The identity of each community in Colchester makes us
unique and successful, please take a moment to complete a
short survey and help shape our story.

WWW.TCPEP.CA/SURVEY

OUR TOP PRIORITIES ARE TO...

o

Truro & Colchester P@rtnership

for ECOnomic Prosperity

Promote Colchester as an excellent place to work live and do business.
Support business growth and innovation
Attract and convince people and businesses that Colchester is the best place to be

Supporting and Encouraging
Business Development.

K
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i

Brennan Gillis CEO

902-890-3120

brennan@tcpep.ca

We are “wood product specialists”.
Our products include: custom lumber
(both rough and dressed),
landscaping mulch, tree stakes,
tamarack decking, siding in hemlock,
spruce & pine, post & rail fencing,
horse jump standards & rails,

sawdust & shavings.

www.novatree.ca - 902-662-3129
Our new chvic address: 2719 Hwy #4', Glenholme NS BOM 1G0

DIRECTIONS: Off the Trans-Canada Highway 104, take exit 11. At the top of the
ramp, turn left and drive 2.5 kms and we are on the right.

Look for the big Nova Tree sign!

Jobeyr

GARDEN CENTRE - OPENS IN MAY

FUNDY TRAIL CENTRE - 68 ROBIE STREET

CHECK OUR FLORALS DEPT FOR . . .

VEGETABLES
& FLOWERS
See Floral Section

SPRING
BULEBS
HAVE ARRIVED

See in our Floral Section

Easter Lilies, Cala\}
Lillies, Mums,
Roses & more...
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