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Debert Fire Brigade Annual Awards Banquet March 3*"

(Harrington Photos)
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Randy Barnhill was recognized for actively serving 34 years in
the Debert Fire Brigade, with 29 years on the Executive. Randy is
holding the recently framed copy of the original Debert Fire
Brigade Charter, dated March 12th, 1973.

Deputy Chief Wade Jennings congratulates Chief Shane Slack on
receiving his 30 Year Service Award.

Chief Shane Slack congratulates Ian Jennings on receiving his 10
Year Service Award.
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Chief Shane Slack congratulates Michael Hepburn on receiving
his 5 Year Service Award.

Fire Fighter of the Year for 2017 was a three-way tie. Chief Shane
Slack presents the award to Kenny Hepburn, who was one of the
three recipients.

By Linda Harrington

The Debert Fire Brigade
Annual Awards Banquet was
held on March 3rd at the De-
bert Hospitality Center. Eric
Barnhill acted as emcee for
the evening. Members of the
Debert United Church, who
have catered to the Brigade’s
annual meeting for years,
were invited to this year’s
event as guests to thank
them for their services.

Past Chiefs, Ed Hingley
and Ron Hoyt were present
as was Life Member Bob
Davis and Charter members
Gordon McCully and Frank
McMichael. Fran Forman, the
longest serving member of
the Lady’s Auxiliary bright-
ened the room with her
cheerful smile at 98 years
young!

Fire Chief Shane Slack
thanked all the members, of-
ficers and executive of the
brigade for all the hard work
during the past year. He
noted this was the Brigade’s
46th year of providing emer-
gency services for the com-
munity and thanked Wade
Jennings for his 8 years as
chief and his continued serv-
ice as a chief officer.

When Shane Slack took
the position of chief back in
1992, there were only 8
members in the Brigade and
now he is pleased to report
there are currently 24 mem-
bers.

A special tribute was giv-
ing to Randy Barnhill, who
has been an actively serving
member of Debert Fire
Brigade for 34 years. He
holds the record for the
longest consecutive running
executive officer since the
Brigade’s inception, with an
impressive 29 years.

Four members took the
Level 1 Fire Fighter Training
this past year. Congratula-
tions to Rod Hampton, Tyler
Starks, Mark Alan and Kenny
Hepburn and to Damian
Perry, who completed his
Fire Control, to bring the
total to five Level 1 qualified
fire fighters.

There was total of 1750
man hours for training this
past year. The Brigade an-
swered 114 calls totaling
1158 man hours, monthly
meetings accounted for 480
man hours, meetings at
other facilities totaled 144
hours (CFFA, FSANS, & Fire
School) and work nights at
the hall were 980 man hours
adding up to a grand total of
4522 man hours for the year.

Equipment added this
year included new porta-
bles, a new radio pump op-
erators com system for 511
and pagers. Three new
breathing apparatus were
ordered but have not ar-
rived.

Mike Hepburn located
the original Brigade Charter,
dated 12th March 1973, and
had it framed.

Debert Fire Brigade wel-
comed Madison Murray and
Brian Currie as new mem-
bers with Charlie Hepburn
returning, as well. Two new
Junior Members this year
were Madison Hampton and
Carter Davis.

MLA Karen Casey and
Colchester County Mayor
Christine Blair passed along
their congratulations and ap-
preciation to the Brigade.

Awards were presented
to the following: 5 Year Serv-
ice Award- Michael Hep-
burn; 10 Year Service Award-
Ian Jennings; 30 Year Service
Award- Shane Slack;Wendell
Barnhill Most Improved Fire
Fighter- Kenny Hepburn;
Fire Officer of the Year
Award- Brandon Slack.There
was a three-way tie for Fire
Fighter of the Year with the
award going to Kenny Hep-
burn, Ian Jennings and
Gordie Shipley.

Slack presents the award to Ian Jennings, who was one of the

three recipients.
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Bass Bait
Hunting Licences
Mobile Phone Cards
Long Distance Airtime
Groceries & Snacks
Hardware
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Springtime at Masstown Market!

Easter family gatherings are made easier with one stop shopping.
From baked hams and hot cross buns to table decor and Easter treats!

Open from Noon - 9PM on Good Friday
Easter Sunday & Monday open 9AM- 9PM

Our Garden Centre is now open and it is time to get planting!
Check out our large selection of seeds, bulbs and potting soil.
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Open 9AM- 9PM Seven Days/Week
Restaurant Opens Daily at 8AM
www.masstownmarket.com
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