
By Maurice Rees
Early in March Colchester

councillors decided to visit the
N-Viro biosolids processing
plant in Aerotech Business Park
at the Halifax airport to learn
more about the safety of bio-
solids, since hundreds of truck-
loads have been dumped on
newly cleared land off Crowe’s
Mill Road. Area residents raised
concerns with area councillor,
Doug MacInnes, who brought
the matter to council commit-
tee on February 11th. 

At the committee meeting
councillors decided Ms. Lise
LeBlanc of LP Consulting
Services be invited to make a
presentation to Council on the
topic of Biosolids; and that a
copy of the invitation be
extended to the local
Department of Environment.
She replied it would be more
beneficial if council was able to
tour the plant, and receive a
presentation. 

Agreeing with her rationale,
council chartered bus and invit-
ed residents from Crowe’s Mills
and Lower Truro areas to partic-
ipate in the tour. This reporter
was also able to participate.

The matter of biosolids
arose this winter, because hun-
dreds of acres have been
cleared and will be turned into
a new dairy operation compris-
ing upwards of 2,000 acres in
total. Last fall, the farmer
brought in hundreds of truck-
loads with the intent of apply-
ing to the newly cleared land to
enrich the soil. Area residents
concerned about the affects
biosolids will have on their
quality of life and water source. 

Following a tour of the plant,
which was established in 2007
to process biosolids from HRM,
and is operated on behalf of the
municipality by Walker
Environmental, which operates
several similar facilities in other
provinces. The facility is operat-
ing at 80% capacity turning out
35,000 tonnes per year. 

In the first stage of the
process biosolids, via a convey-
or enter a mixer where lime
and other benign materials are
added. At this point the sludge
directly from sewer treatment
plants is 45% solids and the
remainder is water.

After the mixer, the material
enters a revolving burner,
where it is processed at tem-
peratures ranging form 380-800
degrees. Within 12 hours it is
ready to be transferred to the
storage area. During the presen-
tations, councillors and resi-
dents learned, the material is
marketed as N-Rich Soil
Amendment. It can not be used
for any applications such as gar-

dens or acreage for field crops
of vegetables, etc. 

The biosolids undergoes sev-
eral tests throughout the
process. In the end it exceeds
all regulations established by
USEPA; CCME, and all provincial
regulations. Samples are taken
from the mixer on a daily basis,
plus additional testing every
1,000 tonnes. Testing is con-
ducted for pathogens, heavy
metals, fecal coliform and
results far exceeds regulated
levels. All testing is done by in
third party labs. 

In her detailed presentation,
Ms LeBlanc stated processed
bio-solid – “N-Rich Soild
Amendment” is available only to
farmers. In order to get any of
the bio-solids, farmers must
have a Land Application
Program in place, which tests
soil before application, then
application rates are deter-
mined and monitored in follow-
ing years. 

In reality, council has no
jurisdiction over the applica-
tion to land as it is permitted
through the provincial and fed-
eral governments. However, for
their own knowledge level and
to increase the comfort level of
area residents council is expect-
ed to seek presentations from
other qualified experts, who are
not connected with any bio-
solid processing facilities. 

THE SHORELINE JOURNAL - APRIL, 2016 - PAGE 15

115 Upham Dr Truro
Phone 902-895-0246
www.conroyhvac.ca

“Installing Heat Pumps in N.S. since 1985”
“Ask us about NS Power Financing”

Come see us at the Colchester Home Show
April 8-10, Booth 113

ALL BRAND
VENTILATION

This Spring ‐ $ Save Money $
Keep cool in summer, stay warm in winter.

902-893-0629

Heat Pump Sales and Service
10 Year Warranty Available • Parts & Service

Cavanaugh & Son
Excavating LTD

Drop In and Get What 
You Need for 

Your Projects!
• Soil & Gravel
• Trucking
• Mulch
• Fill
• Topsoil 
• Compost 
• Small & Large Loads

333 Laybolt Road Ext.
Exit off the West North River Rd.

902-890-6430
902-895-9787  or  902-890-6451

Insulation, New and Existing Homes
Attic to Basement

902-895-5567
CELL: 902-899-0431

Visit our website: ddeenergyconservers.ca
Email: ddandeenergy@icloud.com

33 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Serving
Truro Area
Since 1965

Complete Landscaping Services

• Hydroseeding 

• Natural Stone

• Pavers

• Stone Walls

• Quality Experienced Workmanship 
Recipient of 

Landscape Nova Scotia’s Environmental 
Stewardship Award of Excellence

902-895-1119 Questions?  Email us at:
www.macintoshlandscaping.com

tomsconstructionns@gmail.com

Specializing in

Your One Time 
Metal Roofing & Trim

Home & Garden
Councillors Visit N-Viro Bio-Solids Processing Plant. 

There is no charge and in addition to the birthday cele-
brant, their spouse and /or caregiver-driver will be invited.

By April 10th, please submit name, birthdate, mailing
address, and phone number. An invitation and full details
will be sent by mail. Submissions should be emailed to:
maurice@theshorelinejournal.com or call 902-647-2968.
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