
By Linda Harrington
“These students are amaz-

ing!,” said many of the staff at
the Royal Bank of Canada after
listening to several presenta-
tions by Grade 3 students from

Debert Elementary.Students
were bussed to the Truro
Branch at 8:30AM to give pre-
sentations on Diversity, early in
the day, before the bank opened
for regular hours. 

“Diversity is very important
to RBC,” said Karen Fleming, the
Diversity Representative at RBC,
Truro. “We recently started a
Diversity Team and wanted to
involve the community, so we

reached out to area schools and
discovered Debert Elementary
had recently held a
‘Diversability Fair’.” 

She says the Team were invit-
ed out to the school by program
support teacher Shelley Langille
and “we were very impressed
by the students and the work

they had done on their projects.
We immediately decided we
wanted the students to come
into the Branch and teach us.”

Each of the Grade 3, 4, 5 and
6 classes will have the opportu-
nity to come to the Branch on
the first Wednesday of each
month, March 6th until June
5th. Students will present their
projects to the RBC staff and
their project boards will remain
on display for the remainder of
the month. “We hope it helps
the students in their confidence
building,” says Karen Fleming, “It
is a win/win for both groups.”

Kerri Costello’s daughter Abi
MacKenzie was one of the
Debert Elementary students
making a presentation on
March 6th. “Abi learned so much

doing the project, especially
that everyone is different and
she can learn from everyone.
She is so proud of her project
and loved getting up in front of
people,” says Costello. “Abi
thinks it is fantastic to be here
teaching the RBC staff.”

The students answered ques-
tions with confidence following
their presentations and then
enjoyed a tour of the Branch,
including the safety deposit box
vault area.

When asked “what did you
want to teach us today?,” one of
the students answered simply
but to the point, “we want you
to learn everybody is different.”

The public is invited to stop by the
RBC, Truro Branch at 940 Prince

Street and view the projects.
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Tatamagouche, Elmsdale & Truro
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hearing and change your life.”

EXTENDED HOURS:  

Mon | Wed | Fri 8:30am – 4:30pm        
Tues | Thurs 8:30am – 7:00pm

RBC Branch Manager, Stephen Gallant assists Andrea Muise-
DeBay, Emily Hepburn and Gabby Rushton (l to r) as they give a
presentation on “Giftedness”.

Debert Elementary Grade 3 students pose with teachers Ms.
Shelley Langille and Mrs. Loreen Rushton at the Royal Bank of
Canada on Prince St., Truro following their Diversability
Presentations on March 13th.

Safe crackers! Brody Shearer, Taylor Dickson and Bryan Spence
(right to left) enjoyed a tour of the safety deposit box vault.

RBC Diversity Committee members Karen Fleming, Kerri Costello
and Donald Gouthro present gift bags to Abi MacKenize, Adam
Newman and Bryan Spence following their presentations. All stu-
dents enjoyed a tour of the Branch and were presented with an
RBC gift bag before they departed for Debert Elementary School.
Committee member Lisa Hurlburt was missing from photo.

Truro Branch of Royal Bank of Canada invited Debert Elementary students to give presentations on Diversity. The
first group gave their presentations on March 6th. Their projects will be on display at the Bank until April 3rd,
when another group of DES students will make their presentations. (Harrington Photos)

“These Students are Amazing”

Book characters came to life during a recent Scholastic Book Sale
at Debert Elementary. Left to right- Sarah Kittilsen- as Laura Ingalls,
Connor Simpson as Cpt. Underpants, Andrew Totten as Big
Friendly Giant, Trinity Parker as Drackyoulra and Taniah Freill as
Katniss Everdeen (from Hunger Games). (Harrington Photo)

Debert Elementary had a fun way of promoting their recent book
fair. Students and staff dressed as their favourite book characters
on March 12th. Front (l to r) Alexis Tonery as Belle, Georja
Alexander as Dorothy, Rachel Parsons as Cat in the Hat, Charley
Hepburn as Snow White, Ivy Roberts as Sleeping Beauty; Back (l to
r) Ms. McLean as the Paper Bag Princess and Ms. Langille as Prof.
McGonagall (from Harry Potter). (Harrington Photo)
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