King Lion Frank Hartman pre-
sented Lion Brad Quinn with a
‘Membership Key’ for his
efforts in bringing forward
new members to Parrsboro
Lions Club. (L. Nicoll Photo)

Andrew Fife won first place
speaking about the Avro
Arrow to the Parrsboro Lions
Club. (L. Nicoll Photo)

2nd place winner Keara
MacAloney giving her presen-
tation to the Parrsboro Lions
Club. (L. Nicoll Photo)

Slo Pitch Softball Registration Underway

The Faith Baptist Church
Summer Softball League,
Great Village is entering its
Second Season and is hold-
ing registrations during the
month of April. The league
includes six teams each
comprising 15-16 players.

Players must be 18 and
over and wanting to enjoy

lots of fun and a little
friendly competition. The
season will begin May 30th
and wrap up with a champi-
onship play-off week-end
August 19th - 21st.

The six teams each play
one seven inning Slo Pitch
game each week.
Registration cost will be

$15 which will cover the
cost of a team T-shirt and
Prizes. We will also be
looking for score keepers
and umpires. Anyone inter-
ested in registration or
information should con-
tact Doug Campbell @ 668-
2718 or Jerry Weatherby @
668-2148.
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Keep coyotes wild and out of your area

Safety tips for outdoor recreatlon ancI around the home

Copotes are permanent resiclents
in our province. Seeing or

hearing coyotes from time to time
amywhere in Mova Scotha (s not
unusial. They have become an
impartant part of the ecosystem a5
atop-line predator. Nocturnal by
mature, coyotes tend 1o be most
acthve und vocal in the evendng and
throughout the night. Occasionally
they are vocal during the day.

Coyotes are normally shy and
fearful of people. When this
behaviour changes and they Jose
that fear, there Is cause for concern.
A coyote’s loss of fear of peogple,
called habituation, is nearly alwiys
caused by direct or Indirect feeding
by pmp]: o by the frequent

resence of pon- threatening

ntmans in coyote habitat.

You can take steps to rechuce the
arrractiveness of your propery to
corvotes and reduce the likelibood of
a coyote encounter. Work with your
neighbours to follow these steps.

Trim trees and ground-fevel
shrubs to redwce hiding places
for coyotes and for the animaks
they prey upon. Store bird feeders
inchoors at night. Clean up spilled
birdseed to avoid attracting

rodents, small masmmals, and other
coyote prey, [ you have frult trees
or I.'u.'m::.,pjuk the frult a8 soon as
it ripens. You may also want to put
up lencing bo keep covotes out.
Install motion-sensitive lighting
around your yard to discourage
covote visits, Manage compost
pll.n. carefully to avold attracting
coyoibes. Store garbage in tightly
closing, or bocking contalners, that
cannot be opened or tipped over,
Keep your pets safe. Cats and
dogs that run [ree are exsy peey.
They may sctually encourage
coyotes to range closer to your
property. Safeguard cats, rabbits,
and amall dogs by keeping them
incloars. Larger dogs cin be
contained by outdoor kennels
that are at least six fect high and
preferably inset in the ground or in
concrete, Mever feed pets outdoors
andd bring dogs indoors after dark.
Alwarys walk your dog on a beash,
Fear of a coyote encounter
should not stop vou from enjoving
outdoor recreation in your
neighbourhood, Choose walking
areas that are open, are well-lix, and
have lots of foot traffic. Walk with
o friend, use a walking stick, and

Safeguard your house by reducing hiding places for coyotes and reducing food sources.

carty i nobsemaker, such as an air
hoem or whistle,
Mever |!1l{'|'||‘l|_1lu|.|!.: feed covoles.

They will quickly lose their fear
of people and become aggressive.
1-¢-:H']:n,g coyoles on purpose puts

the entire neighbourhood at risk of
unwanted coyote encounters
ar sttacks.

Facts About the Eastern Coyote

BEHAVIOUR

Canis latrams (Latin for “barking
dog™).

Moocturnal: most setive and vocal

at night.

Vocalizations include high
]'.||1|.']'H.'r] }'I:']Flrh barks and hawls.
.'~|'1:lrrr|.1.||:|.' :q.['l:l.' and Fearful of
people.

TERRITORY

Amywhere in Nova Scotis; year-
round,

Territory ranges from 24 bo 48 s,
km |:';l.'|mul'. 9 eo IE sq, mi. .
Travel an average of 20 kmi'day
(12.5 miday).

Run at an average of 40 km/hour
(25 miJhour).

Capable of reaching 64 kmi/hour
{40 mi.‘hour) or the speed of a
greyhound.,

APPEARANCE

Average size of 15 kg (4 pounds) or
the size of a border collie.

Males can reach more than 23 ke
(more than 50 [hs),

Tawmwy, grey, or black fur, with
long black guard halm.

Thick fur eoat makes them loak
large.

Muz=le, throat, legs, and belly

colour ranges from yellowish to
white,

Dag-like tracks hut narrower,

with pointy toes.

DIET

Carnivores, but will eat anything

available Including:

s small mammals, rodents, and
snowshoe hane

» carrion {decaying animal
CArCassCy)

# berries amd fallen tree fre

# garhage and compost

s deer, fowns, sheep, and lambs

w ferl and pet cats, and pet dogs

Lisually hunt alone or in pairs,

pocasionally in small family

Broups.

Reducing the Risks

Follow these steps to reduce the

risk of an encounter with a coyote,

Walk or hike with fremnds
aned .|.'|'.l.'.:'_|.',.'|_'u,' aware of your
surronndings. Use a walking stick
and carry a noisemaker such as
a bell, a whistle, an xir horn, ora
personal alarm.

[ niok (eed animstls in the
woods or along paths and trails.
Mever discard food wrappers or
wasie in the wooxds, {:l'r:r'-.’:ll.-:'h that
have access o bumian food or

garbage zoon bose their fear
of people.

Alwarys walk your dog on a leash.

1F your dog i attacked, never
get between vour pet and the
coyote as the covote may turn its
aggression toward you,

Never approach a covote. 1 a
covote approaches you, don't run
as this can trigger a predator-prey
respanse, cawsing the coyote to
chuse you. Instead back away
showly, act big, and make noise to
s it oy,

If a coyote antacks you, Hight
back, shout, and throw stones,
Use whatever i svatlable 1o

diefend yoursell,

by calling 1 (BOO) 565-2224,
For more information wisit
Www.gov.ns.ca/natr



